
Recreation Fees Collected Make a Difference 
 
Recreation fees collected each year from fee sites are used to fund operation and 
maintenance, along with making improvements at many sites.  Current laws allow the 
fees collected to be used specifically at sites within the Boise National Forest and for 
administration of those sites.  With declining appropriated dollars, they have become 
crucial to providing the service and facilities citizens seek at developed recreation 
facilities.   
 
The recreation program on the Boise National Forest includes a total of 70 individual fee 
sites.  That involves 53 campgrounds, 13 rental cabin sites, and one picnic site.  In 
addition, the Payette River High Impact Recreation Area includes eight developed 
recreation facilities and 3 boat launch sites along the main and south forks of the 
Payette River (this includes both BLM and USFS lands).   
 
Specific accomplishments this year included 15 project areas.  They include the 
following examples: 

 New septic, electric, and water hookups for a host unit at Hot Springs 
Campground 

 Historic restoration work at Deadwood Lookout cabin 
 Enhanced law enforcement patrols by Boise County Sheriff  
 Lodgepole pine treatments for mountain pine beetle attacks at several 

campgrounds 
 Volunteer support 
 Toilet vault pumping and garbage collection services 
 Sign replacements 
 Toilet repairs 
 Campground table repairs 
 Utilities at several rental cabins 
 Supplies and maintenance items for campgrounds 

 
For just the past three years, collected fees have funded a multiple array of 
improvements and operations, totally approximately 88 different funded items. Water 
systems, roofs, toilets, campground hosts, dressing rooms, trash collection, and 
campground tables have all been involved in either repairs or enhancements.  There 
were many more uses made of the collected funds. 
 
While controversial, the fees collected are making a difference in keeping recreation 
sites open, and operational.  There continues to be an imbalance between costs and 
revenue.  The Forest is proposing to add 15 new fee sites in the immediate future, and 
increasing fees at 36 current fee sites.  The increases range from $1 - $6.  Currently 
there are 70 fee sites and 25 free campgrounds.   
 
With over 2.5 million acres of national forest within 1- 4 hours of the Boise area, miles of 
available roads and trails, and acres of dispersed campsites, the goal to balance 
recreation with either a free or fee means is being achieved.  
  
 


