
 
Clear Black 

Timber Sale Report 
 
 

I. Location 
 

The sale area is 317 acres in size and is located in sections 29, 30 & 31, T61N, R2E; sections 
5, 6, 7 & 8, T60N, R2E; and sections 1 & 12, T60N, R1E, of the Boise Meridian, Boundary 
County, State of Idaho. The timber stand atlas compartment number is 751, Bonners Ferry 
Ranger District, Idaho Panhandle National Forests. Harvest is planned on 317 acres. The sale 
lies in the Boulder Creek drainage, including Black Creek and Cabin Creek. The sale area is 
located approximately 10 miles south of Bonners Ferry along Twentymile Leonia Road 408 
and Black Mountain Road 274. 
 
 
II. Relationship to the Environmental Document and Other Uses 
 
This sale is prepared under the direction of the Black Mountain Road Maintenance Project 
Categorical Exclusion and Decision Memo approved by the District Ranger on April 8, 2008. 
The purpose of the sale is to improve safe driving conditions and facilitate effective 
snowplowing in cases of emergency access-needs to electronic facilities located on top of 
Black Mountain. This sale lies in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Mitigation Fire 
Plan area.  
 
This sale lies in Forest Plan Management Area 2 (TGRIZ) – Manage for identified grizzly 
bear habitat to support the Idaho Panhandle National Forest’s share of a recovered grizzly 
bear population, while providing for the production of commercially valuable wood products. 
  
A. Private Land/Right-of-Way: There is private property adjacent to the west side of the 

sale area, along road 408. Protect the lookout tower and electronic site at the end of road 
274. No right-of-way is necessary for this timber sale.  

 
B. Threatened, Endangered, (T&E) and Sensitive Species: The sale lies in the Boulder 

and Grouse Bear Management Units (BMU). Since all activities take place along year 
round open roads, no conservation measures are needed. The project will not impact any 
sensitive wildlife or fish species, and may impact individuals but will not likely affect 
sensitive plants. 

 
C. Wetlands/Streamside Habitats: Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas will be protected 

by the following buffers: impaired streams have been omitted from the cutting unit by 
100 foot buffers, except Cabin Creek which has a 300 foot buffer of no activities; within 
50 feet of intermittent streamcourses only hazard trees will be removed. 
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D. Special Uses, Mining Claims, Range Allotments: There are none within the sale area. 

 
 

E.   Noxious Weeds: In order to prevent the spread of noxious weeds into the sale area, 
purchaser shall be required to clean off-road logging and construction equipment 
prior to entry on to the sale area. 

 
F. Cultural Resources and Recreation: Activities will be limited to the period of low 

recreational use of the roads, from after Labor Day to before the Memorial Day holidays. 
Operations will be further prohibited on weekends and holidays. No cultural resource 
sites have been found in the sale area. Protect the Clifty Mountain trailhead on road 274. 

 
G. Wildlife: In locations where the road dissects an Allocated Old Growth Management 

Unit only trees within the cut and fill slope shall be removed. Outside of the cut and fill 
slope any other trees cut for safety reasons (hazard removal) shall remain on site. 

 
 
III. Timber Volumes 
 
This sale was cruised in the summer of 2008 using Sample Tree cruising methods for 
sawtimber and non-sawtimber. Cutting unit acreage was determined with GIS from the map. 
 
This is a weight scale sale with a designed sale error of 30%. Refer to cruise number 70805,              
run on  09- 16 -2008. The INGY 2 point volume equations were used with a 5.6” top 
diameter for sawlogs and to a 2.5” top for non-sawlogs. The sale-as-a-whole error was 
27.14% at the 95% confidence level, based on net volume, and can be found in Table DS1. 
Strata errors < 50% were attained for all strata. Table UC3 was used for sale volumes. Table 
R101 was used for appraisal group statistics. Table UC11 was used to determine the number 
of trees. Non-sawtimber (topwood and small trees) are mandatory products. The sale 
conversion factor is .4385 mbf/ccf. The average weight conversion factor is 3.17 ton/ccf. The 
following table summarizes sale acreage and estimated timber volumes by species, logging 
system, and unit: 
 

Volumes (CCF)       
 

Unit Acre AF C DF GF H L LP S Sawlog 
Total 

Non-
Saw 

Sale 
Total 

1 317 58 7 107 0 15 89 165 67 508 151 659 
             

Total 317 58 7 107 0 15 89 165 67 508 151 659 
MBF  24 2 54 0 7 42 74 32 235 54 289 
Tons          1,577 510 2,087 
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IV. Marking Plan 
 

Cutting unit boundaries have not been marked on the ground, but are designated on the 
sale area map.  The boundary ranges approximately 15 feet to 200 feet on either side of 
the road as shown on the map.  All trees were individually marked (ITM) with bands of 
blue paint at about dbh and blue stump marks. Outside of the cutting unit, hazard trees cut 
for public safety must remain on site. 

 
V.      Logging Plan 
 

General: Cut trees on fill slopes shall be either cut flush with the road surface  or 12 
inches maximum if the resulting stump height is equal to or lower than the road level, so as 
not to impede future snowplowing. Tree removal shall be accomplished using cable-
yarding equipment that will remain on the road. Fell trees away from the private property 
boundary. Whole tree yarding to designated landings is required. Remove landing piles. 
An allowance of a grapple machine and dump truck will be made in the appraisal. 

 
Sawtimber Characteristics: 

 
 Tractor w/Cable 
Net Volume (CCF) 508 
Net Cut Vol/Ac (CCF) 1.6 
Total Acres 317 
Total Trees 4,233 
Ave. External Yard Distance 50 ft 
Ave. DBH 10.2 

 
VI.     Transportation System 
 
A.   Average haul route to sale center: 
 
Road Name Road Number Mileage 
Black Mountian 274 2.6 
Twentymile – Leonia * 408 10.1 
US Highway 2 US2 18.1 
Moyie Mill Cty83 0.5 
Total  31.3 
*Note: The first 1.4 miles of paved road is maintained by the county. 
 
B. Road construction or reconstruction:  
 

Road Number Road Name Type of Work Road Mileage 
274 Black Mountain Reconstruction 1.28 
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C. Temporary roads: None. 
 
D. Road maintenance: A deposit will be collected for surface replacement and vegetative 

brushing for all Forest Service roads in the haul route. Purchaser shall be responsible for 
recurrent maintenance, including dust abatement. 

 
 
VII.   Erosion Control 
 
A. General: None. 
 
VIII.   Sale Area Improvement 
 
 
A.   Reforestation: None. 
B.  KV Other: None. 
 
IX.     Hazard Reduction and Site Preparation 
 
A. Purchaser requirements:  
 

Whole tree yard. Fell damaged residuals. Pile landings and remove landing slash. 
 

B. Forest Service requirements: None. 
 
X. Other Provisions 
 
A.   Period of contract: 
 

1. Normal operating season: September 1 thru October 31. 
2. Termination date:  December 31, 2012. 

 
B.    Purchaser fire liability: 
 

Total number of personnel/crew 3 
Number of hours/day 12 
Total hours/crew day 36 
Hourly rate AD-C firefighter $13.64 
Average daily cost 491 
Average fire length 5 days 
Purchaser obligation for fire operation 2,455 
Rounded up to the nearest $100 2,500 
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XI.   Notification of Forest Practices 
 

X Harvest of forest tree species. 
 Road construction associated with harvesting trees. 
 Reforestation. 
 Use of chemicals or fertilizers for the purpose of growing or managing trees. 
 Slashing or use of prescribed fire resulting from harvest or other management activities. 
 Site specific BMP’s. 
 Lake present. 
 Class 1 stream present. 
 Steep slopes. 

X Unstable or erodible soils present. 
 Stream crossings anticipated. 

 
XI. Sale Objective Code 
 
Purpose Activity Percentage 
TC – Timber Commodity Purpose 01 – Timber Purpose 100 
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