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CHALLENGE COST-SHARE AGREEMENT

BETWEEN 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION TRAINING FOUNDATION

AND

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE

This Challenge Cost-Share agreement is entered into by and between the National Environmental Education Training Foundation
, hereinafter referred to as NEETF
, and the United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service
, hereinafter referred to as Forest Service, under the provisions of the Department of Interior and Related Agencies Appropriation Act of 1992,          P.L. 102-154 Challenge Cost-Share authority
.

I.
PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this Challenge Cost-Share Agreement is to work together to provide national leadership and coordination for the Hands on the Land (HOL) program and other Partner in Resource Education (PRE) activities. The PRE is a group of representatives from cooperating Federal agencies, FS, Bureau of Land Management, Natural Resource Conservation Service, National Park Service and Fish and Wildlife Service as well as NEETF (see MOU FS No. 01-MU-11130133-051).

II. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND BENEFITS:

NEETF is a 501©(3) nonprofit organization established by the National Environmental Education Act of 1990.  This foundation is dedicated to creating an environmentally conscious and responsible citizenry through environmental education, research and surveys; through facilitation of communication between government and corporate America on environmental issues; through coordination of public-private ventures; and through creation and encouragement of innovation in the field of environmental education.

The FS is dedicated to wise management of our Nation’s natural and cultural resources and, as such, has a responsibility to increase the public’s knowledge, awareness and appreciation of those resources.

At this time the FS has 2 outdoor classrooms, with the potential for others, that belong to a bigger national network of field classrooms, “Hands on the Land,” that connects students, teachers and parents to public lands through hands-on learning activities using on-line exchanges, distance learning and electronic field trips.  The FS also focuses on resource education issues of high priority to the agency including, eradication of invasive species, restoration of watersheds and management of fire.

Both the FS and NEETF work with The EnvironMentors, which encourages natural resource agency and other science professionals to mentor urban youth culminating in a science fair project.

III.
THE NEETF 
SHALL
:

1. Provide fiscal and administrative services for Partners in Resource Education, “if authorized by law and if the appropriate contractual and legal documents are entered into between the federal agency signatories and the Foundation.”

2. Serve as initial contact for federal agencies and other organizations interested in becoming involved with Partners in Resource Education

3. Create appropriate instruments to establish relationships with other organizations, with concurrence of the five federal agency members of Partners in Resource Education.

4. Produce an annual report outlining accomplishment, successes and ways to improve the program.

IV.
THE FOREST SERVICE SHALL
:

1. Identify opportunities and advise NEETF as to resources and other needs regarding conservation education and priorities in the Forest Service.

2. Maintain a member on an interagency team at the national level to guide interagency collaboration on natural and cultural resource education.  This team is “Partners in Resource Education.”

3. Pursue avenues for strengthening interagency collaboration on natural and cultural resource education at the field level working through existing or new interagency groups or liaisons.

4. As desirable and appropriate, coordinate program support functions and resources for education such as:

· Exchanging information and resource expertise;

· Sharing or co-producing publications and multi-media materials;

· Coordinating public outreach to communities;

· Collaborating on research and evaluation of programs;

· Using physical facilities to support interagency initiatives;

· Sharing training opportunities.

5. Develop an annual work plan based on the federal fiscal year outlining initiatives and projects that the cooperating agencies will jointly pursue to meet mutual objectives. This agenda will be established by June 30 of each year for use is the following year.

V.
IT IS MUTUALLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED BY AND BETWEEN THE PARTIES THAT
:

1. FOREST SERVICE ACKNOWLEDGED IN PUBLICATIONS AND AUDIOVISUALS
.  Forest Service support shall be acknowledged in any publications and audiovisuals developed as a result of this instrument.

2. COLLECTION OF AMOUNTS DUE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
. Any funds paid to a cooperator in excess of the amount to which the cooperator is finally determined to be entitled under the terms and conditions of the award constitute a debt to the Federal Government.  If not paid within a reasonable period after the demand for payment, the Federal awarding agency may reduce the debt by:

(1)
Making an administrative offset against other requests for reimbursements.

(2)
Withholding advance payments otherwise due to the cooperator

(3)
Taking other action permitted by statute.

Except as otherwise provided by law, the Federal awarding agency shall charge interest on an overdue debt. 

3. TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
.   The cooperator shall furnish their tax identification number upon execution of this instrument.

4. FUNDING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
.  Federal funding under this instrument is not available for reimbursement of NEETF purchase of equipment (and supplies).



5. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA)
.  Any information furnished to the Forest Service under this instrument is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).

6. RETENTION AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR RECORDS
.  The Forest Service, Inspector General, or Comptroller General, through any authorized representative, shall have access to and the right to examine all records related to this instrument.  As used in the provision, “records” includes books, documents, accounting procedures and practices, and other data, regardless of type and regardless of whether such items are in written form, in the form of computer data, or in any other form.  All records pertinent to the award shall be retained for a period of 3 years.

7. MODIFICATION
.  Modifications within the scope of the instrument shall be made by mutual consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by all parties, prior to any changes being performed.

The Forest Service is not obligated to fund any changes not properly approved in advance.



8. NONDISCRIMINATION
.  The NEETF shall comply with all Federal statutes relating to nondiscrimination and all applicable requirements of all other Federal laws, Executive orders, regulations, and policies.  These include but are not limited to: (a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d, 2000e-16), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, disability, or national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. 1681-1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended (29 U.S.C. 794) which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disabilities.  The nondiscrimination statement which follows shall be posted in primary and secondary NEETF offices, at the pubic service delivery contact point and included, in full, on all materials regarding such NEETF
 programs that are produced by the NEETF for public information, public education, or public distribution:

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

If the material is too small to permit the full statement to be included, the material will at minimum include the statement, in print size no smaller than the text, that “This institution is an equal opportunity provider.”

9. PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS
.  Improvements placed on National Forest System land at the direction of either of the parties, shall thereupon become property of the United States, and shall be subject to the same regulations and administration of the Forest Service as other National Forest improvements of a similar nature.  No part of this instrument shall entitle the cooperator to any share or interest in the project other than the right to use and enjoy the same under the existing regulations of the Forest Service.

10. LEGAL AUTHORITY
.  The cooperator has the legal authority to enter into this instrument, and the institutional, managerial and financial capability (including funds sufficient to pay nonfederal share of project costs) to ensure proper planning, management, and completion of the project.

11. PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES
.  This instrument in no way restricts the Forest Service or the Cooperator(s) from participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

12. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION DATE
.  The instrument is executed as of the date of the last signature and is effective through September 31, 2007,
 at which time it will expire unless extended.

13. EXTENSION OF PERFORMANCE PERIOD
.  The Forest Service, by written modification may extend the performance period of this instrument for a total duration not to exceed 5 years from its original date of execution.

14. TERMINATION
.  Any of the parties, in writing, may terminate the instrument is whole, or in part, at any time before the date of expiration.

Neither party shall incur any new obligations for the terminated portion of the instrument after the effective date and shall cancel as many obligations as possible.  Full credit shall be allowed for each Party’s expenses and all non-cancelable obligations properly incurred up to the effective date of termination.

15. PRINCIPAL CONTACT
.  The principal contacts for this instrument are:

	Forest Service Project Contact
	Cooperator Project Contact

	Denver James, Acting Director
	Kevin Coyle, President

	1400 Independence Ave, SW Mail stop 1147
	National Environmental Education and Training Foundation, Inc.

	Washington, DC  20250
	1707 H Street, NW, Suite 900

	
	Washington, DC  20006-3915

	Phone:  202-205-1781
	Phone: 202-833-2933

	FAX:  202-690-5658
	FAX:  202-261-6464

	E-Mail:  djames02@fs.fed.us
	E-Mail: coyle@neetf.org


	Forest Service Administrative Contact
	Cooperator Administrative Contact

	Sue Cummings, Program Analyst
	Patti Pride

	1400 Independence Ave, SW, Mail stop 1147
	National Environmental Education and Training Foundation, Inc.

	Washington, DC 20250
	1701 H Street, NW, Suite 900

	
	Washington, DC   20006-3915

	Phone: 202-205-0986
	Phone: 202-833-2933 ext. 474

	FAX:  202-690-5658
	FAX: 202-261-6464

	E-Mail:  scummings@fs.fed.us
	E-Mail: pride@neetf.org


16. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS
.  Funds in the amount of  $26,000
 are currently available for performance of this instrument through September 30, 2003
.  The Forest Service’s obligation for performance of this instrument beyond this date is contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds from which payment can be made.  No legal liability on the part of the Forest Service for any payment may arise for performance under this instrument beyond September 30, 2003
, until funds are made available to the Forest Service for performance and until the NEETF 
receives notice of availability by written modification by the Forest Service.

17. DAVIS-BACON OR SERVICE CONTRACT ACT
.  Federal wage provisions (Davis-Bacon or Service Contract Act) are applicable to any contract developed and awarded under this instrument where all or part of the funding is provided with Federal funds.  Davis-Bacon wage rates apply on all public works contracts in excess of $2,000 and Service Contract Act wage provisions apply to service contracts in excess of $2,500.  The Forest Service will award contracts in all situations where their contribution exceeds 50 percent of the costs of the contract.  If a cooperator is approved to issue a contract it shall be awarded on a competitive basis. 

18. COPYRIGHTING (1).  
The cooperator is granted sole and exclusive right to copyright 
, including the right to publish and vend throughout the world in any language and in all media and forms, in whole or in part, for the full term of the copyright and all renewals thereof in accordance with this instrument.  However, the cooperator shall not sell, or grant copyrights to a third-party designee who intends to sell, the document as a profit-making venture.  No original text or graphics produced and submitted by the Forest Service shall be copyrighted.  The Forest Service reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to reproduce, publish, or otherwise use, and to authorize others to use, the work for Federal government purposes.  This right shall be transferred to any sub-agreements or subcontracts.  This provision includes:

a. The copyright in any work developed by NEETF
 under this instrument.

b.  Any rights of copyright to which NEETF
 purchases ownership with any Federal contributions.

19. PUBLICATION SALE
.  The cooperator may sell any publication resulting from the project.  The publication may initially be sold at fair market value, which is defined in this instrument to cover costs of development, production, marketing, and distribution.  After the costs of development and production have been recovered, fair market value is defined in this instrument to cover the costs of marketing, printing, and distribution only. Fair market value must exclude any in-kind or Federal government contribution to the total costs of the project. 

20. ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
.  The NEETF
 shall designate a financial institution or an authorized payment agent through which a Federal payment may be made in accordance with U.S. Treasury Regulations, Money and Finance at 31 CFR 208, which requires that Federal payments are to be made by electronic funds transfer (EFT) to the maximum extent possible.  A waiver may be requested and payment received by check by certifying in writing that one of the following situations apply:

1. The payment recipient/cooperator
 does not have an account at a financial institution.  

2. EFT creates a financial hardship because direct deposit will cost the payment recipient more than receiving check.

3. The payment recipient/cooperator has a physical or mental disability, or a geographic, language, or literacy barrier.

To initiate receiving your payment(s) by electronic transfer, contact the National Finance Center (NFC) on the worldwide web at www.nfc.usda.gov, or call the NFC at 1-800-421-0323, or (504) 255-4647. Upon enrollment in the program you may begin to receive payment by electronic funds transfer directly into your account.

21. PAYMENT /REIMBURSEMENT
. Reimburse the cooperator for the Forest Service’s proportionate share 50
 percent of actual expenses incurred, not to exceed $26,000
, reduced by program income, and other Federal and nonfederal cash contributions, as shown in the incorporated Financial Plan.  If program income generated from the project exceeds the cooperator’s actual expenses, the Forest Service share is zero.  The cooperator is approved to submit lump sum
 billings(s).  The Forest will make payment for its proportionate share of project costs upon receipt of an invoice.  Each invoice shall display the cooperator’s actual expenditures to date of the invoice (not just the Forest Service share of actual expenditures), display by separate cost elements as documented in the Financial Plan, less program income and other Federal and nonfederal cash contributions and previous Forest Service payments.  The invoice should be forwarded as follows:

a. Send an original to: USDA/Forest Service/CE, 1400 Independence Ave, SW, Mail Stop 1147, Washington, DC 20250

b. Send a copy to:  USDA/FS/FAO, 1400 Independence Ave, SW, Mail Stop 1139, Washington, DC 20250

22. ENDORSEMENT
.  Any cooperator contributions made under this instrument do not by direct reference or implication convey Forest Service endorsement of the cooperator’s products or activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this agreement as of the last written date below.

KEVIN COYLE, PRESIDENT



Date






NEETF

DENVER JAMES, ACTING DIRECTOR

Date

CONSERVATION EDUCATION

USDA, FOREST SERVICE






Forest Service Use
Job Code
:
DRP845 override 1325

Cc: 

Conservation Education

Financial & Accounting Operations

Grants and Agreements Staff

Grantee/cooperator

FY 2003 FINANCIAL PLAN

USDA Forest Service – Partners in Resource Education

Budget and Contributor Shares

	Category
	(a) Forest Service Non-cash
	(b)

Matching Funds requested from FS
	©

Non FS Federal
	(d)

Partner Cash (non-Federal
	(e)

Partner In-kind
	Total Project Value

	Program Administration  (Booth at NSTA)
	
	$5,800 
	
	
	
	$5,800



	Program Management
	
	$7,000 
	
	$7,000
	
	$14,000



	Project Support
	
	$2,500 
	
	$6,000
	
	$8,500

	Support Services
	
	$2,000 
	
	$2,500
	
	$4,500

	Maintain, expand HOL network
	
	$2,500 
	
	$4,000
	$2,000
	$8,500

	Develop outreach strategy-HOL
	
	$1,200 
	
	$2,000
	
	$3,200

	Improve communications-HOL
	
	$3,500 
	
	$3,000
	
	$6,500

	Establish partnerships—HOL
	
	$1,500 
	
	$3,000
	
	$4,500

	TOTAL
	
	26,000
	
	27,500


	2,000
	55,500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Total of columns:

 $27,500+ 2,000 must equal or be greater than (d) and (e) than (a) + (b)   $26,000

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Fill in the cooperator’s full name.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Fill in the cooperator’s shortened name.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert the name of the FS Region/Station/Area/Institute name.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��If funds are going to be received, insert one of the following collection authorities in addition to P.L. 102-154. (1) the COOPERATIVE FUNDS ACT OF JUNE 30, 1914 (16 U.S.C. 504), which authorizes the Forest Service to accept money received as contributions toward cooperative work in forest investigations or protection, management, or improvement of the national forests, (2) the GRANGER-THYE ACT OF APRIL 24, 1950 (16 U.S.C. 572), which authorizes the Forest Service to perform work (a) on State, county, municipal, or private land within or near National Forest Service, (3) the ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS ACT OF OCTOBER 10, 1978 (7 U.S.C. 2269, PUB. L. 95-442), which authorizes the Forest Service to accept cash and donations of real personal property, or (4) the INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION ACT OF 1968, AS AMENDED (31 U.S.C.6501-6508, PUB L. 90-577), which authorizes the Forest Service to provide services to States or subdivisions of States.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Explain why the parties wish to cooperate and include a statement that begins:


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Fill in the cooperator’s shortened name.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��List the activities/tasks the cooperator’s will do; use numbered paragraphs


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��List the activities/tasks the Forest Service will do; use numbered paragraphs.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��The following clauses are standard provisions taken from FSH 1509.11, Section 72, Exhibit 01.  Delete any that are not applicable and number the remaining in sequential order.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��When development of publication or production of audiovisuals is approved, this is mandatory.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory when the Forest Service is transferring or exchanging funds.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Unless the cooperator has already furnished the TIN, this is mandatory when the Forest Service is transferring funds to other than another federal agency.  For CO agreements; if a Bill for Collection is to be generated or if a refund is possible, FFIS requires a TIN be used.  Otherwise for CO use of this provision is optional.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Include “supplies” where applicable.  When no equipment is approved for purchase, this is mandatory.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Include supplies if applicable, if not delete “and supplies”.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory, except for Inter and Intra-agency agreements.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory, except for Inter or Intra-agency agreement.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory.  Optional use for Inter an Intra-agency Agreements depending on the type in IA used.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Add this sentence as the last sentence in the provision if this agreement is for (DG, CA, CS, PA, JV, CR).


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory.  All agreements that produce public information, public education, or public distribution of materials or information.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Select and use the appropriate one.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��When improvements result from a project on National Forest System lands, this mandatory.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory.  For IA, use is optional depending on narrative type agreement or agency form used, where this information may already be captured.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert the expiration date no greater than 5 years.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��When open-ended funded instruments are contemplated (FSM 1581 and FSM 1587.03), this is mandatory for the original instrument, but not for modifications to the instrument.  This provision is not applicable to Inter and Intra-agency agreements.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory.  Check 1509.11 chapter 72 there is more to this provision.  (Also, when refunds are required by statue, add the following sentence:  Excess funds shall be refunded within 60 days after the effective period.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This may be changed to accommodate the citing of each party’s technical and business representatives, if necessary.  However, this is mandatory.  For Inter and Intra-agency agreements use is optional depending on narrative form of agreement or other agency form used where this information may already be captured.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��When open-ended funded instruments are contemplated (FSM 1581 and FM 1587.03), this is MANDATORY.  This provision shall be incorporated in the original instrument and must be incorporated and updated on modifications for subsequent performance periods.  His provision is not applicable to Inter and Intra-agency agreements.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert the award amount.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert the expiration date.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert the expiration date.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Select and use the appropriate one.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory when it is anticipated that the cooperator will be contracting with another party for public works and service type contracts.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��When cooperator publications are or may be developed, this is mandatory.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert name of publications.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert the cooperator’s name


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert the cooperator’s name


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��When publications are or may be developed, this is mandatory.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Unless the recipient/cooperator is already using EFT, this is mandatory.  If changes occur to the phone numbers or the World Web address, make those changes accordingly.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Select and use the appropriate one.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Select and use the appropriate one.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��When reimbursable payments are required, this is mandatory.  Remove the reference to program income when not applicable.  Remove reference to paragraph b if not required by the Forest Service.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert percentage number.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert dollar amount.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Select and insert the appropriate on (monthly, quarterly, semi-annual, a lump-sum.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert Forest Service Person Name, address, e-mail, and telephone number.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert Forest Service Person Name, address, e-mail, and telephone number.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is mandatory.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Include name of signatory official on line above; include name of organization on line below.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Insert FS authorized representative’s name, title, and Region/Station/Area/Institute.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��A financial plan must be included with this agreement that shows the contributions, elements of cost and types of contributions.  Reference FSH 1509.11, chap. 60.  Standard templates for financial plans are available on the website.





