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MASTER MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
between
THE AMERICAN CAVE CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
and the
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into by and between The American Cave Conservation Association, hereinafter referred to as ACCA, and the United States Department of Agriculture-Forest Service, hereinafter referred to as the Forest Service.  Collectively, the Forest Service and ACCA will be referred to as the Cooperators.

I.  PURPOSE
The purpose of this MOU is to provide a framework for cooperative activities necessary to manage cave and karst resources on National Forest System lands.

II.  STATEMENT OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND MUTUAL BENEFITS
The Forest Service is a land management agency dedicated to the ecological management of the Nation's resources and has major responsibility to secure, protect, and preserve significant caves.  The Forest Service is required to manage Federal lands in a manner which protects and maintains, to the extent practical, significant caves.

ACCA was founded for the purpose of conserving caves, karstlands, and associated groundwater, through public education, technical cave management training seminars, and volunteer support for cave conservation projects.

ACCA and the Forest Service have mutual responsibilities and interests in the preservation, conservation, and management of caves and their resources.  ACCA and the Forest Service desire to assist each other in meeting these goals though technical training seminars, technology transfer, public education, and cooperative efforts in cave resource management.

In consideration of the above premises, the parties agree as follows:

III.  THE FOREST SERVICE SHALL:
1.  Identify, define, and consider undertaking various projects which will facilitate the achievement of the mutual benefits outlined in this MOU.  These projects may include, but are not limited to, the following:

Analysis of existing and proposed programs to promote management of cave and karst resources.

Development of management techniques to conserve caves and karst resources.

Development of training programs to improve agency awareness of cave and karst management responsibilities, and the training of agency personnel in cave and karst resource management.

IV.  ACA SHALL:
1.  Provide expertise for the implementation of agreed-upon training of agency personnel in cave and karst management.

2.  Assist in the development of materials for public education and understanding of cave and karst resource values.

3.  Provide, to the extent possible, volunteers to assist with a variety of cave and karst management projects.

4.  Understand that neither this MOU, nor its existence, may be used in any way by ACCA as a direct endorsement by the Forest Service of ACCA or its purposes.

5.  Understand that any press releases or other written material produced by or for ACCA discussing this MOU or its purposes must have prior written approval of the Forest Service.

V.
IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY AND BETWEEN THE SAID PARTIES THAT:
1.
National meetings will be held annually to discuss, identify, and coordinate the various proposed projects that will achieve the goals of this MOU.

2.
As agreed to on a project-by-project basis, they will assist each other in the planning, implementation, and monitoring of projects or work developed subsequent to this MOU and in accordance with Item 3 of this section of the MOU.

3.
This MOU is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document.  Any endeavor involving reimbursement or contribution of funds between the parties of this MOU will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures including those for Government procurement and printing.  Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.

4.
This MOU in no way restricts the Forest Service nor The American Cave Conservation Association from participating in similar activities or arrangements with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals.

5.
Nothing in this MOU shall obligate the Cooperators to expend appropriations or to enter in any contract or other obligations.

6.
Pursuant to Section 22, Title 41, United States Code, no member of, or Delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this instrument, or any benefits that may arise therefrom.

7.
This MOU may be modified or amended upon written consent of any party or may be terminated with 30-day written notice to all parties.  Unless terminated, this MOU will remain in full force and effect until September 30, 2001, at which time it will be subject to review, renewal, or expiration.

VI.
THE PRINCIPAL CONTACTS FOR THIS MOU ARE:
David Foster




Brent Botts

American Cave Conservation


USDA-Forest Service

  Association




Recreation, Heritage, and

131 Main Street



  Wilderness Resources

Horse Cave, KY  42749-0409


P.O. Box 96090

(502) 786-1466



Washington, D.C.  20090-6090

          





(202) 205-1313

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this MOU as of the last written date below.

/s/ David G. Unger (for)_____________2/22/96___________

JACK WARD THOMASDate

Chief

USDA Forest Service

/s/ Thomas Aley______________________3/9/96____________

THOMAS ALEYDate

President

American Cave Conservation Association
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	United States
Department 
of Agriculture
	Forest Service
	Washington Office
	14th & Independence SW
P.O. Box 96090
Washington, DC 20090-6090


News Release

CAVE CONSERVATION GETS A BOOST

WASHINGTON, D.C. (March XX, 1996) -- Caves in the U.S. will be better managed thanks to a new partnership between The American Cave Conservation Association (ACCA) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service.  ACCA President Thomas Aley and Forest Service Associate Chief Dave Unger signed an agreement establishing a framework of cooperation in efforts of mutual concern. 

The agreement acknowledges ACCA's efforts in cave conservation and management.  It encourages joint participation in developing management techniques, training programs for cave managers, and materials for public education.  The agreement also promotes the use of volunteers for a variety of cave projects on national forests.

Mr Aley commented that ACCA will strengthen its partnership with the Forest Service by offering training opportunities in which experts within their organization can work with agency employees to exchange ideas that will result in improved cave and karst management.  He also extended his organization's assistance in volunteering to further implement the Cave Resource Protection Act.  Mr Aley expressed his enthusiasm in signing the Memorandum of Understanding and said he looks forward to many years of working on cave management projects with the Forest Service.

In expressing his appreciation for the volunteer efforts of ACCA over the years, Associate Chief Unger emphasized the importance of such programs.  "This partnership will increase the number of volunteers contributing to important cave management projects.  This agreement will provide additional expertise for our managers to draw on in managing cave and karst resources," said Unger.

The Forest Service is a land management agency dedicated to multiple-use management of the nation's natural resources and is interested in providing opportunities for education and volunteerism.  People find more recreation opportunities on national forests than on any other public lands in the country.  In 1995, the Forest Service had over 829 million visits to national forest lands.  The agency had over 100,000 volunteers working on national resource projects last year, $62 million worth of service to the environment.

The ACCA is a nonprofit, national organization founded for the purpose of conserving caves, karstlands, and associated groundwater through public education, technical cave management training seminars, and volunteer support for cave conservation projects.

For more information on ACCA or the partnership, contact the ACCA national office at 131 Main Street, Horse Cave, Kentucky 42749-0409, or phone (502) 786-1466 or contact Brent Botts, Cave Program Manager, USDA FOREST SERVICE, 14TH & INDEPENDENCE S.W., WASHINGTON DC 20250, (202) 205-1313.  For general information on the Forest Service, contact the nearest national forest office, which can be found in the U.S. Government section of your telephone book under Department of Agriculture--Forest Service.  
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