  MASTER MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
  between the
  Garden Club of America 
  and the
  United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service
  97-SMU-066
This Master Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into by and between the Garden Club of America and the United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service hereinafter referred to as  the FS.
I. PURPOSE
The purpose of the MOU is to provide a general framework for cooperation and partnership between the Garden Club of America and FS.
Garden Club of America and FS propose to work together in the Garden Club of America's Partners project.  The Garden Club of America's Partners for Plants project is a national effort in which the Garden Club of America, working in partnership with the FS, acts as a catalyst in encouraging and supporting volunteer efforts of both individual and organizations and heightening public
awareness of the need for endangered plant work on federally managed public lands of the FS.
II. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND MUTUAL BENEFITS
The FS is a land management agency dedicated to the wise management of the Nation's resources, through its National Forest System, State and Private Forestry, and Research programs.  Based on the Federal laws and regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture, the FS has major responsibility for the protection and management of fish, wildlife, and plant habitats.  This includes  providing special protection for threatened, endangered, and sensitive plant and animal species.  The FS accomplishes much of this work by initiating and developing cooperative relationships and effective partnerships.
The purpose of the Garden Club of America is to stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening; to share the advantages of association through open meetings, conferences, correspondence and publications; and to restore, improve, and protect the quality of the environment through educational programs and action in the fields of conservation and civic improvement.
III. THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA AGREES TO:
1. Cooperate fully with the FS in carrying out the Partners for Plants projects, and related activities which both parties agree to in subsequent agreements..
IV. THE FS AGREES TO:
1. Make National Forest System lands available to the Garden Club of America Partners for Plants program for the furtherance of this program, when appropriate and subject to applicable Federal law, regulations, forest plans, and approval by the appropriate FS official.  When land is made available, it will be documented in a subsequent agreement.
2. Consistent with forest plans and endangered and threatened species recovery plants, provide leadership for the planning, implementation, and monitoring of projects or administrative studies undertaken pursuant to this MOU.                                                                          
V. IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY AND BETWEEN THE PARTIES THAT:
1. This instrument is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document.   Any endeavor involving reimbursement or contribution of funds between the parties to this instrument will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures including those for Government procurement and printing.  Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be 
independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.  This instrument does not provide such authority.  Specifically, this instrument does not establish authority for noncompetitive award to the Cooperator of any contract or other agreement.  Any contract or agreement for training or other services must fully comply with all applicable requirements for competition.
2. This instrument in no way restricts the FS or the Cooperator(s) from participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.
3. No part of this instrument shall entitle the Cooperator to any share or interest in the project other than the right to use and enjoy the same under the existing regulations of the FS.
4. Pursuant to Section 22, Title 41, United States Code, no member of, or Delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this instrument, or any benefits that may arise therefrom.
5. This instrument is executed as of the last date shown below and expires 5 years from the execution date, at which time it will be subject to review, renewal, or expiration.
6. Modifications within the scope of this instrument shall be made by the issuance of a bilaterally executed modification prior to any changes being performed.
7. Either party, in writing, may terminate the instrument in whole, or in part, at any time before the date of expiration.
8. The principal contacts for this instrument are:


Dr. Larry D. Bryant

Sherryl Taylor, Co-chairman


USDA Forest Service

Partners for Plants


Range Mangement Staff

76 Pumping Station Road


P.O. Box 96090


Ridgefield, CT  06877



Washington, DC  20090-6090
(202) 431-6383


(202) 205-1460
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed the MOU as of the last date written below.
/s/Mrs. Richardson Pratt, Jr.       



 /s/David G. Unger for                 
MRS. RICHARDSON PRATT, JR.     


MIKE DOMBECK
President                             



Chief, Forest Service
The Garden Club of America            


U.S. Department of Agriculture
Date:       March 4, 1997           



Date:    February 26, 1997    
