FS Agreement #07-SU-11132545-031


SERVICE-WIDE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

AMONG

USDA FOREST SERVICE

USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

USDI BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

USDI NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

USDI FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

AND

THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION

Collectively Known as “Partners in Resource Education”

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into among the Department of Agriculture Forest Service (FS) and Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS); the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), National Park Service (NPS), and Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS); and the National Environmental Education & Training Foundation (NEETF). 

I.  INTRODUCTION

Land management and conservation agencies have a special responsibility to sustain diverse, healthy, and productive ecosystems while meeting the needs of people.  Public land use is increasing among traditional and new young urban constituencies, challenging the Federal agencies’ management of natural and cultural resources.  To meet these challenges resource managers must work in partnership with an informed citizenry. 

Education plays a critical role in helping Federal resource managers develop public awareness and understanding that resources are limited and that social and ecological concerns are interdependent.  Environmental and heritage education prepares citizens to participate in environmental and social decision-making.  Such education provides a vehicle to exchange information, resolve value conflicts, and potentially reach collaborative decisions on sustaining natural and cultural resources. 

II. PURPOSE

The purpose of this MOU is to further the general framework of cooperation among the Partners in Resource Education (PRE) as it relates to the Hands on the Land (HOL) program.  The original MOU that created PRE in 1994 referred in general terms to agency efforts to promote educational opportunities on public lands.  This agreement provides a foundation for the agencies to enhance those efforts through HOL, a national network of field classrooms that connects students, teachers, and parents to public lands all across America. 

The HOL links programs for students in grades K-12 offered on public lands or other lands where one of the PRE Federal agencies is involved.  Partnerships among Federal personnel at HOL sites, local schools, and community organizations ensure a solid educational and local support base.  These local programs involve students in hands-on activities that are designed to support the teaching of required curriculum and to help students meet applicable education standards.  

Federal land management agencies with common resource conservation goals are afforded a unique opportunity to work together in achieving them.  Students are engaged in a wide variety of activities such as monitoring forest revegetation, mapping the location of weed infestations, and conducting landscape surveys.  An interactive website, http://www.handsontheland.org, provides the avenue for students to exchange and compare project results, for teachers to structure exchange programs with other schools and to share teaching materials, and for Federal program providers to exchange expertise with staff throughout the country.  

III.  AUTHORITY

National Park Service Organic Act of 1916 (16 U.S.C.,1 et. seq.)

Historic Sites, Building and Antiquities Act of 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 et.seq.)

Outdoor Recreation Act of 1968 (16 U.S.C. 4601-3)

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321)

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. 1737)

Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2101)

Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1600)

Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980 (16 U.S.C. 3101 et seq.)

National Environmental Education Act of 1990 (20 U.S.C. 5501)

Natural Historic Preservation Act as amended through 1992 (16 U.S.C. 470)

The Archaeological Resource Protection Act (26 U.S.C. 470aa et. seq.)

Soil Conservation Domestic Allotment Act as amended (16 U.S.C. Sec 590 a-f)
IV.  STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFITS 

The cooperating Federal land and resource management agencies are dedicated to wise management of our nation’s natural and cultural resources and, as such, have a responsibility to increase the public’s knowledge, awareness, and appreciation of these resources.

The agencies agree that it is to their mutual benefit to work cooperatively on environmental and heritage education programs for the public in a manner consistent with each agency’s resource management mission and objectives.  Coordinated interagency education programs, such as HOL, allow the agencies to share expertise and facilities, make efficient use of funds, and provide consistent information at a wider variety of locations to the public. 

V.  RESPONSIBILITIES

A. The FS, NRCS, BLM, NPS, and FWS will:

1.  Designate agency representatives at the national level to collaborate with PRE members on expansion and enhancements of the HOL network over the next five years, contingent on resources available.
2.  Encourage field offices that have partnerships with schools to participate in the HOL network.
B.  The NEETF will:

1.  Provide national level coordination of meetings, workshops, and communication among partners involved in the HOL network

2.  Establish linkages between HOL and National Public Lands Day.
VI.  
IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL PARTIES THAT: 
A.  Freedom of Information Act. Any information furnished to federal agencies under this instrument is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C.552).

B.  This MOU is not intended to, and does not create, any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity, by a party against the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person.

C.  Termination:  Any party, in writing, may terminate the instrument in whole, or in part, at any time before the date of expiration. 

D.  Participation in Similar Activities:  This instrument in no way restricts the agencies or the NEETF from participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

E.  The principal contacts for this instrument are:  

Sue Cummings                                                            William Boyer
USDA Forest Service                                                  Natural Resources Conservation
PO Box 96090                                                             Service 

Washington, DC  20090-6090


PO Box 2890
(202) 205-0986




Washington, DC  20013
(fax) (202) 690-5658




(202) 720-0307 

E-Mail: scummings@fs.fed.us 


(fax) 202-720-1814








E-Mail: bill.boyer@usda.gov
Mary Tisdale                                                         
Wyndeth Davis

Bureau of Land Management                                     
National Park Service

1849 C Street, N.W. (111) 1275 LS                          
l849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC  20240                                            
Washington, DC  20240

(202) 452-0365



  
(202) 513-7139

(fax) (202)452-5199



     
(202) 371-6662

E-Mail: mary_tisdale@blm.gov                               
E-Mail: wyndeth_davis@nps.gov

Janet Ady     




    
Patti Pride

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - NCTC                 
National Environmental Education & 
698 Conservation Way


   
Training Foundation 
Shepherdstown, WV  25443



1707 H Street NW, Suite 900

(304) 876-7653



   
Washington, DC
(fax) (304) 876-7241


 

(202) 833-2933
E-Mail: Janet_Ady@fws.gov



(fax) (202) 261-6464






   
E-Mail: ppride@starpower.net
F.  Non-fund Obligating Document:  This instrument is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligating document.  Any endeavor involving reimbursement, contribution of funds, or transfer of anything of value between the parties to this instrument will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures including those for government procurement and printing.  Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.  This instrument does not provide such authority.  Any contract or agreement for training or other services must fully comply with all applicable requirements for competition. 

G.  Modification: Changes within the scope of this instrument shall be made by the issuance of a bilaterally executed modification.

H.  Completion Date:  This instrument is executed as of December 2006 and expires  five years from that date at which time it is subject to review and renewal, or expiration.

I. All programs and activities conducted under this MOU will be compliance with the nondiscrimination provisions contained in Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Public Law 100-259); and other nondiscrimination statutes.
No member of, or Delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this instrument, or any benefits that may arise there from.

This MOU will become effective upon signature by the Directors of the five agencies and the President of the National Environmental Education & Training Foundation. 
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES.  By signature below, the cooperator certifies that the individuals listed in this document are representatives of the cooperator and are authorized to act in their respective areas for matters related to this agreement.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this agreement as of the last written date below.
APPROVED:
________________________                                          ______________________

                                        Date                                                                               Date

Chief, Forest Service                                             Director, National Park Service
FS#  07-SU-11132545-031
________________________                                         _______________________

                                       Date                                                                                Date

Chief, Natural Resources Conservation Service           Director, Fish and Wildlife Service

________________________                                          ______________________

                                        Date                                                                                Date
Director, Bureau of Land Management                          President, National Environmental

                                                                                        Education & Training Foundation
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