MASTER MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between

The Nature Conservancy

and the

United States Department of Agriculture

Forest Service

AUTHORITY

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) is made and entered into by and between THE NATURE CONSERVANCY ("CONSERVANCY") and the United States Department of Agriculture, FOREST SERVICE ("FOREST SERVICE"), under the provisions of the by-laws and other governing documents for the CONSERVANCY, and under the provisions of the following for the FOREST SERVICE:  P.L. 86-517, Multiple Use Sustained Yield Act (16 U.S.C. 528-531), P.L. 95-307, Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.), P.L. 95-307, Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Research Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1641 et seq.).

PURPOSE

The purpose of the MOU is to provide a framework for cooperation and coordination in the context of Forest Plan development and implementation, research, and State and private forestry with respect to a wide range of activities, including, but not limited to, the following: conducting inventory, research, monitoring, protection, and other management activities necessary to conserve fish, wildlife, plants, ecosystems and other biological diversity on National Forest System and other lands, including Nature Conservancy preserves, which would appropriately serve the best interests of the people of the United States.  The framework for cooperation and coordination is especially needed in the area of threatened, endangered and sensitive plants and animals.

INTRODUCTION

Both the CONSERVANCY and the FOREST SERVICE have responsibilities and interests in the preservation, conservation, and management of biological diversity.

The FOREST SERVICE is a land management agency dedicated to the wise management of the Nation's resources, and through its National Forest System, State and Private Forestry, and Research programs, and Federal law and regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture, has major responsibility for the protection and management of fish, wildlife, and plant habitats including providing special protection for threatened, endangered, and sensitive plant and animal species.  The FOREST SERVICE accomplishes much of this work by initiating and developing cooperative relationships and effective partnerships.

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY is a private, non-profit organization incorporated in the District of Columbia and is devoted to the preservation of biological diversity.  It is especially interested in the protection of the best examples of communities, ecosystems, and habitats for endangered, threatened, and rare species.  The CONSERVANCY identifies, acquires, and manages lands for this purpose.  The CONSERVANCY maintains offices and programs in the 50 States and has established and supports the network of Natural Heritage Programs that exists in more than 75 locations, in all 50 States.  The CONSERVANCY desires to explore and pursue cooperative opportunities with the FOREST SERVICE for the purpose of inventorying, maintaining and improving biological diversity on National Forest System lands.

It is the desire of both parties to cooperate fully with each other, including exchange of personnel and other resources, in matters relating to the management and conservation of diversity through cooperative efforts including, but not limited to:

1.  Inventories, surveys, and data management, including the 

establishment and use of natural heritage programs;

2.  Identification of special management areas, (RNAs, and    

SIAs for example);

3.  Production of reports, abstracts and other materials  

associated with data management, survey, and inventory;

4.  Land acquisitions, exchanges, or consolidations, including

letters of intent;

5.  Mitigation activities;

6.  Monitoring;

7 . Habitat improvement, restoration, maintenance, or 

conservation;

8.  Education and interpretative programs and displays; and 

9.  Input to Forest Plan development and implementation.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the above premises, the parties hereto agree as follows:

THE CONSERVANCY SHALL

1. Cooperate fully with the FOREST SERVICE in carrying out the projects which the parties thereto provide support.

2. Enter into specific agreements or contracts to accomplish agreed upon work projects which are supplemental to this MOU.

3. Meet annually or as required with representatives of the FOREST SERVICE to negotiate guidelines for project proposals to meet the purposes of this MOU.

4. As determined by specific agreement, provide support for the implementation of projects which further the CONSERVANCY'S mission of conserving biological diversity.

5. Coordinate landownership adjustment planning and project implementation with the FOREST SERVICE when they affect FOREST SERVICE responsibilities and programs.

THE FOREST SERVICE SHALL

1.  Make National Forest System lands available for the furtherance of this program, subject to applicable Federal law, regulations, Forest Plans, and approval by the appropriate Forest Service official.

2. Cooperate with the CONSERVANCY in carrying out activities to facilitate development and implementation of an interstate/international data network for conserving biological diversity and conserving and managing wildlife, fish and sensitive/rare plant resources.

3.  Enter into specific agreements or contracts to accomplish agreed-upon work projects which are supplemental to this MOU.

4. Consistent with Forest Plans, provide leadership for the planning, implementation, and monitoring of projects or administrative studies undertaken pursuant to this MOU.

5. Meet annually, or as needed, with representatives of the CONSERVANCY to discuss and reach agreement on guidelines for project proposals to meet the purposes of this MOU.

IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY AND BETWEEN THE PARITES THAT

1.  This MOU, or supplements hereto, in no way restricts the FOREST SERVICE from participating with other public and private agencies, organizations, and individuals or from accepting contributions and/or gifts for the improvement, development, administration, operation, and preservation of this or any other activities.

2.  No part of this MOU, or supplements hereto, shall entitle the CONSERVANCY to any share or interest in activities other than the right to use and enjoy the same under the existing regulations of the FOREST SERVICE.

3.  No member of, or delegate to, Congress, or Resident Commissioner, shall be admitted to any share or part of this MOU or to any benefit that may arise therefrom, but this restriction shall not be construed to extend to this MOU if made with a corporation or company for its general benefit.

4.  Nothing in this MOU shall be construed as obligating the FOREST SERVICE to expend, or as involving the United States in any contract or other obligation for the future payment of, any amount in excess of appropriations authorized by law and administratively allocated for this work.

5.  This MOU may be revised as necessary by the mutual consent of the parties, upon issuance of a written amendment, signed and dated by both parties.

6.  Either party may terminate this MOU by providing 60 days' written notice to the other party.  Unless terminated by written notice, this MOU will remain in force indefinitely.

EFFECTIVE DATE

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this MOU is effective as of the last written date below.

/s/ John C. Sawhill                        /s/ F. Dale Robertson 

JOHN C. SAWHILL                    F. DALE ROBERTSON

President                                       Chief

The Nature Conservancy              U.S. Department of Agriculture

                                                       Forest Service

Date:  January 15, 1991

