MASTER MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

WAL-MART STORES, INC.

AND

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE

This Master Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into between Wal-Mart Stores, Inc, hereinafter referred to as Wal-Mart, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, hereinafter referred to as the Forest Service.

I.   PURPOSE

The purpose of this MOU is to establish a general framework for cooperation between Wal-Mart and the Forest Service.  The Forest Service and Wal-Mart propose to work together to achieve the common goals of advancement of public awareness of and interest in conservation and use of natural resources, and maintenance of sustainable local communities.  Such cooperation will serve the parties' mutual interest.

II.   STATEMENT OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND MUTUAL BENEFITS

The Forest Service administers National Forests and National Grasslands and is responsible for the management of their resources.  The 191 million acres of National Forest System lands in 43 States contain about 220,000 miles of perennial streams; 2.2 million acres of ponds, lakes, and reservoirs; and 16,500 miles of coast and shorelines, that provide a tremendous annual harvest of fish for sport and other purposes.  These public lands also contain about 50 percent of all big game habitat in the United States - including 80 percent of all elk in the U.S., 28 million acres of habitat for wild turkey, 12 million acres of waterfowl habitat, and hunting, trapping, and viewing opportunities for another 3000 species.  In addition to species important for sport, commercial, and/or subsistence harvest the national forests support many hundreds of native non-game species that are important components of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems and our natural heritage.  The Forest Service administers a national conservation education program that informs the public about the terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems found on the national forests and national grasslands and the species they support.

The Forest Service provides over 280 million recreational visitor days of use each year - 41% of all recreation on federal lands - including: 18,000 campgrounds, trailheads, picnic areas, boat ramps and visitor information centers, 100 scenic byways, 33.6 million acres of wilderness, and 116,585 miles of trails that are available to a broad spectrum of the American public and international travelers.  As access to private land declines, particularly near urban centers, the National Forests will provide one of the best opportunities for increased public angling, hunting, wildlife viewing, and other forms of recreation.

The Forest Service cooperates with State and private land owners in the application of sound land management practices and works with people and communities in developing natural resource-based opportunities and enterprises that help enhance the quality of the environment and contribute to the economic and social vitality of those communities.  The Forest Service is authorized to work cooperatively with others where such cooperation will benefit its programs.

Wal-Mart operates 1,855 stores throughout the United States, that are visited by over 6.5 million people every day, and provides goods and services related to outdoor recreation.  Wal-Mart's environmental mission statement communicates a shared concern for the quality of our air, land and water, and expresses commitment to taking positive actions that will contribute to a healthful environment.  Wal-Mart is also dedicated to playing an active role in community development, with a focus on the communities in which they have located stores and distribution facilities.  Wal-Mart has opportunities to provide human, technical, and financial resources to participate in local efforts to develop sustainable vital communities while positively affecting the conservation of public natural resources through environmental education and other means.

III.   THE FOREST SERVICE WILL:

1.  Advise Wal-Mart on the availability of public information on rural and community development issues, and conservation and management issues pertaining to the natural resources and recreation opportunities on National Forest System lands.

2.  Advise Wal-Mart of opportunities to participate in the public involvement process and events related to planning and implementing outdoor recreation, environmental education activities, community development, conservation of natural resources on National Forest System lands, and enhancement of outdoor recreation opportunities.

3.  Include in their documents and announcements appropriate recognition of Wal-Mart's participation and/or contribution to improved natural resource conditions, user opportunities, and rural community stability.

IV.   WAL-MART WILL:

1.  Provide opportunities for distribution of information on the Forest Service's planning process in those matters that involve conservation of natural resources, public access, developing sustainable communities, and outdoor recreation.

2.  Cooperate with the Forest Service in development and distribution of information to help build greater public awareness of natural resource management activities and needs, and user opportunities on the National Forests and Grasslands.

3.  As appropriate, provide information to local Forest Service administrative units of the public's needs and concerns regarding the management of National Forest System lands.

4.  Cooperate with the Forest Service in development and implementation of information and educational programs oriented toward the conservation, ethical use and enjoyment of natural resources.

5.  Not refer to this MOU in any commercial advertising, or other manner, that states or implies that the activities or its products are approved of or endorsed by the Forest Service.

V.   IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY AND BETWEEN SAID PARTIES THAT:

1.  Nothing in this MOU shall be construed as obligating the Forest Service or Wal-Mart to expend, or involve any contract or other obligation for the future payment of money.

2.  Specific work projects or activities that involve the transfer of funds, services, or property between the parties to this MOU will require execution of separate agreements or contracts, contingent upon the availability of funds as appropriated by Congress.  Each subsequent agreement or arrangement involving the transfer of funds, services, or property between the parties to this MOU must comply with all applicable statutes and regulations, including those statutes and regulations applicable to procurement activities, and must be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.

3.  This MOU in no way restricts any of the parties from participating in similar activities or arrangements with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals.

4.  No member of, or Delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this MOU, or to any benefit that may arise therefrom, but this provision shall not be construed to extend to this MOU if made with a corporation for its general benefit.

5.  Nothing in this memorandum shall obligate the Forest Service or Wal-Mart to expend appropriations or to enter into any contract or other obligations.

6.  This MOU may be modified or amended upon written consent of both parties.  The MOU may be terminated with 60-day written notice of either party.  Unless terminated under the terms of this paragraph, this MOU will remain in full force and in effect indefinitely.

7.  The parties agree to prepare an annual work plan identifying specific cooperative efforts to be undertaken.

8.  The parties agree to review and assess the effectiveness of the program and the MOU annually.

9.  Staffs responsible for administration of this MOU exist in the Forest Service's Washington Office (Wildlife and Fisheries staff has lead responsibility for the Forest Service) and the Wal-Mart U.S. Office.  Implementation of the MOU will occur at the Forest and District/Wal-Mart store, and Region/Wal-Mart (Region) levels.

10.  No part of this MOU entitles Wal-Mart to any share or interest in FS activities other than that provided by applicable laws and regulations, nor shall be construed as obligating the Forest Service to reveal information to Wal-Mart that is not available to the public, or render treatment that is preferential to Wal-Mart; nor shall Wal-Mart be construed as offering preferential treatment to the Forest Service.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this MOU as of the last signature date written below.

/s/ Ray Hobbs for                                          1/11/93

_____________________________________________________________________________

BILL FIELDS                   DATE

Executive Vice President, Merchandising and Sales

Wal-Mart Stores, INC.         

/s/ F. Dale Roberston                                     1/11/93

____________________________________________________________________________

F. DALE ROBERTSON               DATE

Chief, Forest Service                  

U.S. Department of Agriculture         

United States Department of Agriculture 

Forest Service, Washington Office

14th & Independence SW

P.O. Box 96090

Washington, DC 20090-6090

