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SEASONAL TRAIL and ROAD UPDATE – July 17, 2009

TRAILS: 
Trail conditions on the Ketchum Ranger District:  
Be prepared to encounter some areas of erosion (gullies) on trails this summer due to a record breaking amount of rain that fell in June. Trails in the best condition are listed below as “recommended”.  Areas that have damage from erosion are listed as avoid.
Adams Gulch Trailhead:  All trails are recommended –  the Pork Chop section of Adams Gulch Trail is now open…it has a new layer of fill covering trenched out eroded sections that we hope will hold up! You might notice new work on several gullied sections of Harpers Trail as well as Adams gulch Loop Trail.   There is also a new short rerouted entrance to Sunnyside trail from the parking area, enjoy!
Lake Creek Trailhead:  most trails are riding fairly well but be prepared to slowly travel over some eroded areas particularly on the upper section of  “three hills”, trail #321,  (the connecter trail leading from Adams Gulch to Lake Creek) .
Fox Creek Trailhead:  Avoid the portion of Fox Creek Loop trail that descends into Lake Creek, (the one way section for mtn. bikes) or be prepared to take it slow, there is significant erosion damage.
Oregon Gulch Trail:   Very muddy boggy conditions before the first bridge crossing, within the first ¼ mile form the trailhead. 
Saddle Trail:   recommended.
Greenhorn Trailhead:  

· Recommended -Both the East Leg, the West Leg of Cow Creek and Cow Creek “short cut”.
Lodgepole and Mahoney are also recommended, but be prepared for an eroded section of climbing turns on upper Mahoney and short trenched sections all along Cow Creek, only the first ½ mile of the west leg of Cow Creek has been worked to remove trenching sine June’s rainfall. 
· Greenhorn Trail – lower half is in good condition, you may wish to AVOID the upper half, it is difficult to ride due to some trenching and erosion.  There will be a 12 person crew working from July 20 – August 7 to fill in gullies, add drainage and construct several short reroutes. 
· Lower Imperial Trail – new work over the first ½ mile, also a rerouted section ¾ mile up the trail that will be opened for use next summer.
· Upper Imperial Creek Trail - recommended but be prepared for some erosion on the steepest sections.
· Warm Springs Area:  Red Warrior Trail, Warfield, South Fork of Warm Springs, Castle Rock, Warm Springs Ridge, Barr Gulch and Rooks have not yet been cleared.  Note: Trail reconstruction on portions of Red Warrior, Warfield and Eve’s Gulch will begin around August 15, during construction portions of these trails may be closed to the public…watch for updates in this report.  Also note: no reconstruction of Rooks Creek trail is planned at this time; after 2 sections of avalanche debris are cleared the trail will resume being open to motorized and non-motorized users.  
· Hyndman Trail: open.

· Johnstone Trail: open.  
· Pioneer-Cabin Creek Trail: Open and recommended.
· Long Gulch: Open, some trees across the trail.
· Bear Gulch Trail to Parker -: open - recommended.

· Federal Gulch Trail:  recommended for hikers and horses.

· Timber Draw: open, note: 4000 ft of new constructed trail mid way up the trail will be open next summer, this newly constructed section is too soft for traffic this year, please do not ride this portion…(it is not yet connected to the existing trail).  

· Baker Lake Area: recommended, Baker Lake and Norton Lake trails are cleared, stream levels have dropped making all fords easier.  

UPDATE:  Bald Mountain Trails: 

Since June 3rd both the Lower River Run Trail and a portion the River Run Road have been closed due to construction.  Construction is anticipated to be ongoing throughout the next two months.  For consistent access hikers and bikers may use Bald Mountain Trail which will be open throughout the summer.  
Trails in the south hills area and elsewhere on BLM lands: 

All newly constructed trails in Wilson Gulch/Rodeo

Drive and Bullion Gulch area are closed.  Newly constructed trails are

susceptible to major damage until they have been hardened and compacted by

rain or snow.  Please respect these closures to ensure a great trail system

this fall or next spring.

Road Conditions on the Ketchum Ranger District:

Adams Gulch Road #141: Open
Warm Springs Road #227:  Open, little mud and some debris still in the roadway at the summit, single narrow lane over the top.
Trail Creek Road:   Open, watch for rocks etc.
Park Creek Road: Open.
Corral Creek Road # 137:  Open to the trailhead. 

Baker Creek Road #162: Open to Baker Lake Trailhead.
East Fork Baker Creek Road: Open
Eagle Creek Road # 144:   Open 
Lake Creek Road # 142:  Open
Taylor Canyon:  Open.
Cove Creek Road #124:  Open   

Hyndman Creek Road # 203: Open to the trailhead.
Deer Creek Road # 097:  A wash out occurred last month. The road is now temporarily passable by high clearance vehicles with 4 wheel drive.  It is not passable by trailers or cars. Note, Wolftone has been cleared of downed logs.

East Fork Road: Open to PK Pass.
Sheep Report: Expect to see bands of sheep moving into the following areas:    
On BLM lands: Expect to see bands moving through Slaughterhouse, Slaughterhouse/Quigley, Muldoon Summit, Martin Canyon and Quigley Summit. 
On Forest Service lands:
Expect to see Sheep in the East Fork of Baker Creek drainage (Curlies, Alden trails etc.).  In the Cove Creek area, sheep are in Indian and Moran Creek.  Expect sheep in the lower elevations of Lake Creek and Eagle Creek drainages. Sheep will also be moving along Hwy 75 approximately 10 miles north of Ketchum and out toward Conrad Creek, (Durance Mtn.) and grazing north of Hwy 75 near the toe of Durance Mtn., (they will be moving west towards Silver Creek).  Sheep will also be found moving through Panther Gulch and Wolftone Creek in the Deer Creek area.  Look for a band in the vicinity of Dollarhyde, grazing near the South Fork of Warm Springs.






