Ouachita National Forest

Beech Creek Trail System
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Trail Highlights: Located in the Beech Creek National
Scenic and Botanical Areas, the trails follow the headwaters
of Beech Creek and transverse the mountains surrounding
the creek. American Beech trees and other unique plants
are common in the creek bottom.

The Beech Creek Trail sometimes follows at the creek edge
or in the fertile ground a few hundred feet away. Itis a fairly
easy hike for 2.5 miles from the east end of Forest Road
K68A to the “Cascades” with small waterfalls and pools.

The Turkey Snout Loop follows a small tributary and crosses
near the beginning of Beech Creek. The Walnut Mountain
and Blue Bouncer Loops are best suited to experienced
backpackers. The terrain is rugged with limited water
sources on the mountains.

Surrounding Areas:

» Developed campsites with drinking water and
restrooms are available at Billy Creek and Winding
Stair Mountain Recreation Areas.

» Enjoy the grand vistas along the 54-mile Talimena
Scenic Drive.

« Nearby hiking and horseback trails include Winding
Stair Equestrian Trails, Billy Creek Trail,
Horsethief Springs Trail, and the Ouachita National
Recreation Trail.

For More Information, contact:

US Forest Service|

Hodgen Office—Oklahoma Districts
52175 US Hwy. 59

Hodgen, OK 74939

(918) 653-2991

Length: Various loops totaling 32.5 miles

Directions: From Oklahoma State Highway 63
take Forest Road 6026 south to either Forest
Road K68A or 6025 and drive one mile to trail-
head parking.

Caution: Roads are gravel, and rough
and muddy after rains.

Trail Information: The trail is unsurfaced. Travel
time is one mile per hour. Four trails allow
hikers to plan trips with varying lengths. The
trail is marked with directional signs at most
junctions.

Site Amenities: No campsites, drinking water or
restrooms.

Difficulty Level:
Beech Creek - more difficult.
Turkey Snout — more difficult.
Walnut Mountain — more to most difficult.
Blue Bouncer — more to most difficult.

Safety: Be careful when crossing streams. Rocks
can be slick and high water is dangerous after
rainstorms. No foot bridges. Treat all stream
water before drinking.

Recommended Season: Spring, summer, fall.

Restrictions: Although not prohibited, mountain
bikers would find the trails to be narrow. Trails
are closed to motorized use and to pack or
saddle stock. The Botanical Area is closed to

all motorized vehicles and horses.

SOUTHERN REGION
NATIONAL FORESTS

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin,
age, disabilityy, and where
applicable, sex, marital status,
familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation,
genetic information, political
beliefs, reprisal, or because
all or part of an individuals
income is derived from any
public assistance program.
(Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons
with disabilities who require al
ternative means for communi
cation of program information
(Bralille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720

2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to
USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington,
DC 20250-9410, or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202)
720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider
and employer.
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