The Lolo Trail, established by Amertcan Indians, wad one
f,;:g/m few northern routes across the Rm'.fcy MHountainw.

YL.';‘- f’lih{l':{';l.' L'U‘hl routes, I|lt' Lewis ;i.l'!l.i % LI!'I{ K;mm}:d”
Historc Trail ;u‘ta! Ihv Nez Perce ( Nt‘t'--q" lee-Poo or ?\”'”I[Fm;'
National Histonc Trail, wind through the Lolo Trail cornidor:

H iwhway 12 doesn't tollow the Lolo Trail. li‘lﬂy travelers
had to cross the mountains north of | lighway 12 to avoid the
brush-choked land .'1|¢mg Lolo Creek. The Trail climbs steep
h‘hk’l ‘Tr‘ :i T':‘ 5!11;1‘3 0 EI'IL" e Igtltﬂ )5, CIOSSes |{:-1'-' ﬁ;ltit”vﬁ. ;mli raverses
N steep hillsides, occasionally droppi ng down into grassy |
2% meadows where the horses would feed and water:

A
Eﬁw. this nation’s love-altair with railroads Innmght surveyors to Lolo
Creek. The first effors quickly ended in 1854 with the conclusion,

It i thory ughly and ulterly iny wadicable for a raélroad route.”
This advice was soon torgotten. Fifty years later, another attempt was
made from both sides of the Mountains,
ratlbed intended for the 1909 "Cle
visible near the |’|i;_.:|‘m';l..\'
the only continuous rout
was completed in 1961

A trace of the abandoned
urwater Short Line Railroad” is

a lew miles east of here. The Trail remained
¢ through these mountains until | lighway |2




