CE Regional Coordinators — Conference Call Minutes

September 16, 2009 — 1:00 -2:30 p.m. ET
Call in 800-369-1652 passcode 97972

FPL R2
[ITF R3 Jean Szymanski
Karen Malis-Clark
NA Susan Cox R4 Carol Ryan
NRS R5 Tim Williams
PNW & PSW Becky Bittner R6 Sue Baker
Susan Thomas
RMRS Rita Brown R8 Sharon Waltrip
SRS R9
R1 Julie Molzahn R10
WO-Detached Babs McDonald, wo Sandy Frost, Safiya Samman
Michelle Andrews

Agenda
Brief Updates and issues...

e Director’s Overview
* Update on 2010 More Kids in the Woods—status of call letter and new timelines
¢ NICE Reporting — timelines, training, WFRP?
* Kids 4 Trees
* NAAEE — who's attending? Special FS/Fed get-together
e Reuvisit plan to streamline CE Conference calls in the future
Roundtable...
e Brief updates from Coordinators

FOR THE GOOD OF THE GROUP...

e Director’s Overview —

0 Thanks to all for making the time for the call — they’re very important

0 Diversity Conferences — Many Faces of Conservation, OH — another conference in Atlanta —
impressive speakers — Outdoor Role Models — Black and Brown Faces in the Outdoors

O NPLD 2009 - CE is leading NPLD agency coordination — largest volunteer day in the nation — more
focused coordination this year from the National level — strong interest from Secretary-level — more
visibility — needs additional TLC — CE (Sue Cummings) has been lead, whole shop and RHVW is working
on it. Will get a list of Senior Leaders attendance out to field as soon as we receive word. All CE
Coordinators encouraged to help out at local NPLD events. CE and RHVR have provided ~$1,000 to
NPLD sites that requested assistance - ~17 sites supported.

O Budget Process Integration-BPI- CE’s work focused on FS Strategic Goal #6 - “Engage Urban
America...” working on business plan for Goal #6. Forest Supervisor from Mt. Baker-Snoqualamie NF
Rob lawamoto is on team and his perspective was very helpful. Urban and Community Forestry is lead
on Goal #6

= Looking to add performance measures to BPI process — considering EPA performance
measures — Safiya will share EPA measures with group — looking at going beyond just counting
people. In performance accountability, NICE system increases in importance.
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0 NASF—Iris and Safiya will attend NASF conference in Albuquerque— they have dissolved committee on
Environmental Education, and Safiya hopes to change that — reinstitute NASF committee on
education. Important for future work — especially with NCLB

0 New Director of Budget — Kathleen Atkinson from NFS — understands CE

0 Suggests taking time to read Secretary’s Seattle speech about the Forest Service. All-lands approach
to land management, water, climate change — landscape scale, connecting Americans to their public
lands.

0 ?? Update on filling AD position — in the works; cancelled first certificate — readvertising — working on
selection criteria.

Kids 4 Trees www.kids4trees.org
e Jean had questions from RO about whether R3 is engaged — story about Kids4Trees published in FS Today with
links to program newsletter and website. Story has Forest Service schedule of events — not sure how projects
were selected — lots of confusion about how the project has grown, and how projects are selected.
e Much of the scheduling came through timber and silviculture — CE left out of the loop. Julie has contacts with
director of program.
e Newsletter from August 2009 — Safiya is unaware of list — Sue will send newsletter to Safiya
e Info from Safiya — project started in California, with Karen Fortas — was successful — provided day-long
activities centered on planting trees.
0 FS-WO (Safiya and others) have met with Stephen Redner — FS has signed an MOU — provides a
framework for work between FS and Kids 4 Trees on issues of common interest.
0 Committed to assist them in connecting with local FS field units — have not committed to other things
— Kids 4 Trees will work with local units.
0 Focus on bringing urban kids to events — focus on Year of the Forest — 2011
0 MOU will be on website soon.

Job Fairs?
o Need good posters that can be used at Job Fairs — Sue Baker needs help! Working for the Great Outdoors
publication is nicely done, and others recommend it for Job Fairs
e Sue Baker has arranged for CE insert for NAAEE flyers — Stuffing party on 10/5 — Julie will check to see if
she can get 1200 CE brochures for NAAEE. Carol and Julie will follow-up.

Forest for Every Classroom

e Carol Ryan has many units interested in implementing FFEC program —Uinta-Wasatch-Cache NFs are
interested in doing a major ‘children’s forest’ initiative.

e Safiya has signed a national MOU with FFEC partners — CE national program plans to support replications
in Regions —

e Also work with Julie in R1

e Folks interested in FFEC replications should contact Safiya for more information —

e ???Is agency adopting this as formal program that will be implemented nation-wide — or Region by
Region? Plan is that this is a national initiative that will grow incrementally, Region by Region.

More Kids in the Woods —
e Working on getting letter signed — on the Chief’s desk for signature now — hopefully by end of week.
e New deadline for proposals is October 30
e Sandy Frost is the staff lead this year.

NICE Reporting
e Deadline for reporting is 10/31/2009 — Info is included in general SPF call for year-end reporting. Many
coordinators do not see this letter —and CE-WO will send it out to group when we receive it.
e Huge thanks to Sue for offering training — Sue offers 1-hr training as needed for folks — greatly appreciated
by field. Sue will schedule more training through the reporting period.
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e Don Howlett continues to be lead for WFRP-NICE databases integration — making some progress but
hamstrung with Lotus platform of WFRP — working on aligning databases ... optimistic that right people
are working on it.

0 Still have to double-report in both WFRP-CE databases for FY 2009.

NAAEE Conference
e Sue Baker, Becky Bittner, Julie Molzahn, Susan Cox (presenting), Vicki Arthur, Michelle Andrews
(presenting), Safiya and Sandy, Tamberly Conway
e Thanks to all who've signed up to help staff the CE exhibit.
e Don Howlett is working on arranging an informal ‘get-together’ at conference for FS and our Fed sister
agencies. More to come!

Proposal for future CE Conference Calls —
= Proposal is that we would shift the focus of the Round Robin portion of our CE conference calls — instead
of each participant taking a small amount of time on each call, in the future one or two coordinators will
have 10-15 to discuss issues/projects of importance to their R/S/A. The schedule will rotate, so that each
coordinator will have the ‘stage’ through the year.
0 Time sensitive R/S/A issues should be identified in the call for agenda items, and will be discussed
prior to the Round Robin.
0 Round Robin ‘R/S/A updates should be sent to the call coordinator (now Sandy Frost) for inclusion
in the call notes.
=  Group still endorsed idea — use more of a webinar approach — use visuals — Sandy will work with Julie
Molzahn to test out some platforms that might work.
= Place-based or thematic?? Most have a preference for place-based calls; handle large, thematic issues
before round robin.
= Julie Molzahn volunteered to be first to try this out on our October conference call.

ROUND ROBIN

Region 10 — Kristi Kantola (sent in):

= New Experimental Forest - In June the Forest Service established Heen Latinee, a new experimental
forest near Juneau. Research there will focus on how climate change affects forest-related resources.
There will be an education program associated with it. For more information, see
http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/news/2009/07/HeenLatinee.shtml

= Plans are underway for a rainforest education and research center, the Alaska Coastal Rainforest Center
in Juneau. A focus of studies there will be climate change and the effects on the rainforest and associated
ecosystems. For further information, go to
http://www.juneauempire.com/stories/081609/nei 482256672.shtml

=  The first Chugach Children’s Forest Youth Expedition in Prince William Sound was conducted this
summer. Sample coverage: http://community.adn.com/adn/node/143196

=  For the first year, the Chugach Conservation Corps worked in the Youth Managed Section of the
Children’s Forest.

=  The launch of the Children’s Forest YouTube Channel by our youth participants is at
http://www.youtube.com/user/ChugachChildForest#play/all/uploads-all/1/hf-IssE27 _M

Region 8 — Sharon Waltrip (sent in):

Cradle of Forestry: A very satisfying season for the Cradle of Forestry's Woodsy Owl Curiosity Club. Held on
Thursday a.m. from the second one in June to Aug. 6, focusing on ages 4-7 and their special adult. Thanks to the
creativity and help of our seasonal interpreter, Katie Hicks, and two SCA interns, we had several families come to
multiple programs, each revolving around something in the ABC book. 69 different children attended, with a total
of 131 children and 59 adults. Lots of enthusiasm for lending a hand, caring for the land. “We LOVE the new
Smokey materials!! Thanks so much! The artwork is gorgeous. It's so nice to see such wonderful products.
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Hopefully they will help win new friends for ol' Smokey. We contacted folks on our new pre-K -2nd list . Hopefully
some will requests them.” Cindy Carpenter

0 Smokey Bear's Birthday Party at the Cradle Aug. 8, 416 attended, lots of happy kids. Less
participation than previous years, but it went very well and was a nice crowd.

0 We'll celebrate NPLD with two trail tours in Spanish that focus on the relationship between
forests and water, followed by the Go to the Head of the Cloud PLT activity.

Land Between the Lakes: At LBL, we had an awesome summer with good attendance at our special
events like Hummingbird Festival, Cool & Crawly Critters, Children's Day, Story Telling Festival, 1850 Camp
Meeting and Summer Finale. We are currently preparing for a few more fall events such as Monarch
Tagging, Autumn Nature Celebration, Wolf Week, 1850 Wedding, Snap Apple Night & Howl! 'O Ween.
Coming right up is our "Teacher Appreciation Weekend" Sept. 19 & 20 with free attendance to our day
facilities, teacher packets, and special programs going on.

0 Also working on Interpretive Site Plans for Nature Station, Homeplace and Brandon Spring and
have just brought on an apprentice to help re-design our programs around teachers' curriculum
needs and state standards. We've had them correlated to 2 states, but now are looking to focus
on their needs.

0 Our new partnership with Stewart County School System is struggling as they have had trouble
registering in CCR but | have "High Hopes" that we'll get it straight and start some field trips this
fall.

0 Preparing for a short talk at the Murray Women's Club next Monday. Going to introduce them to
the concept of Nature Deficit Disorder and our programs at LBL for families and students. Should
be interesting.

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas: For those unable to attend the Forest for Every Classroom
(FFEC) workshop, planned a special visit by one of the FFEC special guest speakers. Mr. Greg Tramar,
associate with Sharing Nature Worldwide, will share with us a one day workshop on Sharing Nature with
Children in Place Based Education. This special workshop is sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service/Stephen
F. Austin State University - Urban Connections Program and the Houston Arboretum. Please visit the
following link for more details. http://www.houstonarboretum.org/sharingnatureworkshop.asp

0 Also, itis not too late to join us for the entire Forest for Every Classroom workshop series. This is
a fully-funded (full scholarship) workshop and there are still a few spaces available. Please review
the FFEC brochure/application once again to determine if you would like to participate in this
transformative experience.

Region 6 — Sue Baker:

Sue Baker

Received a big shipment of Smokey Big Books — working to get them out to the districts — free to teachers
0 ?? How did R6 get them? Iris sent out to each Smokey-CE lead — if you did not receive any and
would like some, send a note to Iris Velez and she will get you some.
Gearing up for Salmon Watch
Sent out JFR Spanish and English — to Forests who did a good job of reporting in NICE database.
Working with OR State Federation of Garden Clubs — Smokey Woodsy
Just completed a phone interview with BLM in Medford for a new position.

Susan Thomas

Had to head off to Salmon Fest — huge, long-standing partnership program that focuses on salmon and
healthy watershed education.

Region 5 = Tim Williams:

Transition of CE coordination responsibilities between Tim and Lisa — still tag-teaming responsibilities.
Gearing up for Robert Bateman Get to Know program — R5 launch on NPLD in Los Angeles and on 9/28 in
San Diego.

Tim is the R5 lead for People’s Garden
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Gearing up for start of school — finding where can work with schools
Kids 4 Trees — looking at finding locations for tree planting projects

Region 4 — Carol Ryan:

Wyoming Youth Congress happening October 2009 — Teton Science School — bringing two representatives
from each school district in WY. Develop ideas for their own communities how they would like to connect
kids with nature.

Working on interp and CE strategy for Region 4 — close to submitting to leaders — being used by Uinta-
Wasatch Cache to focus outreach efforts — a Youth Forest on every district. Brian Ferebee Forest
Supervisor -- Safiya will follow up with Brian.

Region 3 — Karen Malis-Clark:

Jean —working a great deal on PLT and Leopold Centennial events in New Mexico

PLT in Arizona — lead sponsor will change, University of AZ will pick up.

Need to know about NPLD USDA attendance — crisis!!! Conflicting messages from different sources
Capitol Christmas tree is coming from AZ — using opportunity to use ornaments as way to showcase
cultural and natural history.

Have piles and piles of MKIW questionnaires — will send to Sue over the next month.

??Any material shared on Children and Nature Network?? Next week is take a kid outside — Week of
September 21 — also, next week is international Day of Play.

Region 1 —Julie Molzahn:

Missoula Children’s Theater (MCT) partnership to develop an all school assembly and then supporting
tools is in its final stages. MCT is hosting the assembly at some locations this month as we are finishing up
the work on the assembly. The assembly is to encourage families and students to spend more time
outdoors. A webpage is being hosted by National Wildlife Federation to support teachers getting kids in
the class outdoors. The webpage will have local sites for outdoor opportunities, supportive materials and
links to other sites like discovertheforest.org to assist teachers in taking kids outside

Helena’s Forest for Every Classroom (FFEC) is hosting the fall workshop this week. The final workshop and
graduation will be in January 2010. The Helena will hold a second replication in the Elkhorn’s in 2010.
We have committed to holding a western Montana FFEC replication in 2011 with the Montana Natural
History Center in Missoula as the principle partner.

Montana PLT will be hosting a facilitator training the end of the month in Kalispell and then we are
working on the 2010 class schedule with another facilitator training located in the central part of the state
next spring.

ND PLT hosted a week long training session for teachers using the Sheyenne National Grasslands last
month. Over 30 teachers spent the week learning about grassland and riparian ecology.

Julie is on the planning committee for the Idaho Environmental Education Conference in 2010. The
meeting will take place in March 2010.

The Montana Natural History Center starting another Visiting Naturalist in the School. We supply the
printing for teacher and student guides. There are up to 1500 students throughout western Montana and
are adding several new schools this year. They now have a Master Naturalist class for training folks for
this that is certified for university credit through University of Montana.

The Beaverhead /Deerlodge is developing a curriculum for students with introducing high school students
to tribal culture, scared sites and tribal history. This is being done to meet the Indian Education for Every
Student Act in Montana. Thanks to Safiya and Fred Clark for assisting with funding this program.

Partners are Montana Office of Public Instruction, Kootenai & Salish Tribe, Fort Hall Shoshone & Bannock
Tribe, Montana National Guard and Western Montana University. This program will be available to all
folks once it is developed.

PLAD sites are Kalispell with Flathead NF and Missoula with our partners in the Missoula Children and
Nature Network.
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Rocky Mountain Research Station — Rita Brown:

AMES — RMRS has been very involved in the past.

Has gathered $14K to support projects — was able to support 10 project

3 scientists involved in EcoWeek — go to three-day camp

Leaving next Thursday — AZ Festival of Science — helping with extremely popular event
Hispanic Camp — will investigate further

Smokey Bear big books arrived at Station — books will go to teachers and public — shared with all CE
contacts in RMRS — ordered lots of give aways — have a whole

Presented camp talks about connecting kids with natural environment.

Has taken a PLT trainer class — took a researcher with her.

Speaking at REI tonight about connecting kids with nature.

?? from Safiya — do you put together a one-pager on activities, capturing all this work?

Pacific Northwest and Pacific Southwest Research Stations—Becky Bittner:

Smokey Bear Books are AWESOME — sending it out on fires, and they are being well-used and loved.
Really appreciate getting the materials.

Becky markets PNW CE accomplishments in an internal publication — PNW News and accomplishment
reports — try to keep CE on the radar screen. Currently working on this year’s publication

HC Andrews Camp — live at camp and with scientists at work. John Lawrence very interested in Forest For
Every Classroom

Just wrapped up MKIW project “Forests Inside and Out” — huge success — recent story in FS Today — great
program and will report more fully later.

Northeastern Area —Susan Cox:

NA News Notes — trying to market NA CE accomplishments in regularly published newsletter
Wrapping up summer institutes — fantastic group of teachers this year — they had the opportunity to
experimental Forests — working with undergrads
NYC Watershed Institute — pushing to do follow-up programming. Continue working with
Fair and conference season starts — Big E starts this Friday — lots of FFA and 4H — will distribute Smokey
Bear and NI, posters in teacher packets

0 Secretary Vilsack is invited and might attend.
NE EE Conference Workshop coming up — focused on developing State Environmental Literacy Plans. Last
version of NCLI requires EE as a graduation requirement — issue with funding. Interest in developing plan,
but some controversy with Act and impacts on States.
Asian Long-horned beetle and EAB — teachers interested in doing surveys — groups looking for parasitic
wasps that feed on invasives.

WO Detached -- Natural Inquirer & EUGENE — Michelle Andrews:

Will send an update to group on NI
Attending conference at NCTC — will talk about EUGENE
Will attend NAAEE and do a presentation on EUGENE

International Institute of Tropical Forestry — Carlos Dominguez Cristobal:

CE Manual Draft is finished. We are now in the process to pass it to diverse individuals for comments &
evaluation. In that process we will be during one month. Our goal is to incorporate and evaluate
comments to have it ready for publication in 2010.

Notes by Sandy Frost, September 16, 2009
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