INTRODUCTION

Interpretationisatechniquefor enhancinginformation, sothat theaudiencegainsmorefrom
theexperiencethanalist of unrel ated facts. Whilewemost often associateinterpretationwith
parks, museums, and historic sites, wecan al so apply interpretive approachesto other infor-
mational or publicinvolvement situations. Thissessionwill help participantsunderstandthe
principlesuponwhichinterpretationisbased and why we awaysneed to consider thenature
and needs of our audience. Wewill look closely at the elementsor building blockswe can use
toformour interpretiveprogramsandthen explorethevariousmethodsavailableto deliver an
intended message. Finally, participantswill havetheopportunity to designandlead their own
interpretativeactivity.

Rather than simply communicating factual information, itisimportant for presenterstoalso
reveal meaningsand relationshipsthroughtheuseof original objectsandillustrativemedia.

THEACTIVITIES TIMEREQUIRED
Principlesof 45 minutes, withdiscussion
Interpretation
Consider Y our 45 minutes, withdiscussion
Audience
ThemeDevelopment 45 minutes, withdiscussion
Interpretive 45 minutes, withdiscussion
M ethodsand
Techniques
Developand Conduct 60+ minutes
anlinterpretive
Activity
EvaluateInterpretive 45 minutes, withdiscussion
Activities
Styleand Delivery 45minutes
for Interpreters
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COMBINING THE ACTIVITIES

Theactivitiesinthisunitaredisplayed singly. Depending uponthetimeavailableandthe
skill of the participants, you may chooseto do only oneactivity or theentire series. For
maximum learning, theactivitiesshould beexperiencedintheorder listedintheunit,
however, other suggestionsare:

Suggestion:
Title: Applying Principlesof Interpretationto Considering Y our Audienceand Theme
Development.

Activity: Read principlesof interpretation and discusswhat they mean with apartner.
Transition Statement: Underlyingall theprinciplesisaseriousconsideration of the
visitor, your audience. Inthenext activity, wearegoingto exploredifferent waysto
adjust our thinking and behaviorstothedifferent typesof peopleandsituationswe
may encounter.

Activity: Hand out problem-solving cards. Giventhesituation onthecards, students

should decide how to prepare or modify aprogram.

Transition Statement: Now, let’ schangeour focusfromtheory to practiceand get
intothethemeof interpretation.

Activity: Selectathemeandinventory thefeaturesthat relatetoit.

SUMMARY QUESTIONS

1. Takenasawhole, how will theinterpretive skillswe covered today help youinyourjob?
2. How will themeaningsandrelationshipsyou canreveal to othersthrough
interpretation, hel p carry out themission of your school or agency.
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PRINCIPLESOF INTERPRETATION

CONCEPT

PRINCIPLE

OBJECTIVE

PREPARATION

MATERIALS
NEEDED

PROCESSES
USED

TIME

Perception, Theory, Interaction

Itisimportant to examineand understand somebasi ¢ principlesthat
shouldgoverninterpretivedevel opment and programs.

Participantswill beableto discussthe basic principlesthat should govern
interpretivedevel opment and programs.

Select anatural area, if possible, with avariety of vegetative zones

nearby. Thegroup sizeshould not exceed 12 for ideal discussionand
small group activities. If morethanthat, add another instructor or have
half the classdoing something else. If thisisan older classsimply hand
out the same principleto morethan onegroup and collaborateas

necessary.

Inadvanceof the session, writethefollowing definition onaflip chart for
useinthediscussion.

“Anactivity that aimstoreveal meaningsandrelationships
throughtheuseof original objects, by firsthand experience
and by illustrativemedia, rather than simply to communicate
factual information.”

-Freeman Tilden

Activity Card A | Principlesof | nterpretatior|

e Infer
e  Communicate
e Observe

45 minuteswithdiscussion
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DOINGTHEACTIVITY  (indoorsor outdoors)

A. SettheStage
Say somethinglikethefollowing:

M ost of usassoci ateinterpretation with parks, museums, and historic sites, but wecan

alsoapply interpretiveapproachesto other informational or publicinvolvement
situations. Wewill discussthe principlesuponwhichinterpretationisbased and why
weawaysmust consider the nature and needs of our audience. Wewill thenlook
closely at theelements, or building blocks, we can useto form our interpretive pro-
grams. Thenwe'll explorethevariousmethodsavailableto usto deliver our intended
messages. Finally, youwill get achanceto design andlead your owninterpretive
activity using someideasand skillsyoulearntoday.

Interpretationisoften very difficult to defineor describe. Most often, weresort to
listing interpretiveactivitiessuch asguidedwalks, campfireprograms, or naturetrails
rather thanreally definingtheterm. Beforewejumpintothemethodsand mechanics
of interpretation, ook closely at thisword and the philosophy behindit.

Post Tilden’ sdefinition onwall (previous page) and allow aminute or so for the groups
todigestit.

Questionsand Discussion:
Takeapart each phraseinthedefinitionlooking for meaninginthedefinition, e.g.

1. Whyisn'tthecommunicationof factual informationasufficientgoal ininterpretation?
2. What doesTildenmeanwhen hesaystoreveal meaningsandrelationships?

Transition: Go deeper intotheseideasby breakinginto pairsto examinesomebasic
principlesand goal sof interpretation.

B. Procedure

Distribute Activity A . Workinpairs, assign pairsto one of the numbered principles.

If you havefewer than 12 peopleinthegroup, somewill beassigned morethanone
principle. Direct participantsto read over the principle and related goal set out onthe
activity sheet and discuss, withtheir partnerswhy each principle might beimportant or
useful. Thenthey should prepareashort summary statement for thegroup onwhat this
principlemeanstothem. Tell themthey have 20 minutes.

C.Retrievethedata

Each pair choosesoneto present their thoughtsto thefull group (20 minutes).

Investigating Y our Environment
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Questionsand Discussion

1. What might betheconsequencesof failingto consider thesesix principlesin

planning your interpretiveactivities?

2. Afterreflecting ontheseprinciplesand philosophies, what doesinterpretation meanto
younow?

NOTE: Ifyour groupisall classroomteachers, havethem distinguish between
interpretation and education all alongtheway, sothat when all activitiesarecompletedin
thislesson, theteacherscan makethedistinction and glean frominterpretationwhat

might beuseful intheir classroom (s).

B0 rriin,

ACTIVITY A: Priciples of Interpretation pairs

4 ™

L Amy intBrpretation that dosa nat eomehow rslate whal is baing dsplayed or desarbsd o
anmethlng within the persanaiity or expenente o 1he wsior wil ba sterlle. - Tliden

- T hedp park vishors understand thal the place they'ra wsting b retsted 1o the place they call
home:

- To shaw Ihe retalicrship of what is being ebscrved (Exponencad) 16 the Ives of the: obsan-
a5, - Lewis

. Informaticn, s such, & not Inkerpretalion. Lnerpretation s vevelation based uposy inforrzdion.
Bt ey ara antirely different thinge. Howevsr, &l intsrpretstion includee information. - Tilden

- To give accurate, intereeting information which lome the foundation kor an ikerpeetation of
dats. - Lawia

Il Interpradation ie an art, which combinee many erta, whather € malerals presented ars
sciantific, histarical or architeciural. Ariy art is in aome dagres leachetls.

- Knowlecge Ireated naginativeby.
- IRterpreters shoukd “alp Ik ihesr own atlsilc appreckiton, ahe torm and life 1o thelr material,
and tell & story rather then mcibe an imve hery™ - Tilden

I¥. The chief &im of brtarpratetion i not insruction, but provecalion.

- To give the kind of iMerpratalion which will ancowregge yisibiors 10 Fure Sarme hiodgs gul Tor
thamzalves.

- To arouse crinsity and sometimas satisfr it

- To coneerys park reeourcee Ihrowgh &n understanding end consegquent apgraciabion of hom.

. Interpradalion ehould sim to present B whole rattesr than 8 part, and mus addeess ilsoll 10 e
whaola paraon rathar then any phees.

- To hefp vishore hava an Inepirationsd, relaxing, good tma.

- To prowide vietore with &n escapa rom the pressures wiizh assault tharn.

- To help vishors under=tarnd tha intemelaticnahigs among e many ezpects of whal is baing
opgerved g5 pogsibie,

Wl Inerpretation eddressad 1o children (sey, up o B age of lvabe) should not be a dilutn of the
presantstion o adults, b should follow 8 fundementsity difierent approach. To Le atits best, [
will PEQUIre & Seanate Broqrars.

., ~

Inveslipatine Yowr BEnvimamenr
Turpgeting ¥ o Envimeamenr

CLOSURE Collaboratewithyour partner. Defineinterpretationand discussone
principle you understand (it should not be your own).

TRANSITION Interpretation needsanaudience, let’ sexploremoreabout audiences.
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CONSIDER YOUR AUDIENCE

CONCEPT

PRINCIPLE

OBJECTIVE

PREPARATION

MATERIALS
NEEDED

PROCESSES
USED

TIME

Perception, Change, Interaction

Itisimportant to give seriousconsiderationtoyour
audience, thevisitor, what experiencesthey bring with
them, and what expectationsthey may have.

» Participantswill beabletolist variousaudience
considerationsin planningfor and conductingan
interpretiveactivity.

Select anatural area, if possible, with avariety of
vegetativezonesnearby. Thegroup sizeshould not

exceed 12 for ideal discussionand small group activities.

However, ateacher knowswhat he/shecandoto makea
larger groupsmaller.

Activity Card BJ Considering Y our Audi ence|

Infer

* Predict

e Communicate
e Observe

e Question

45 minuteswithdiscussion
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DOINGTHEACTIVITY

A. SettheStage

Makethistransition statement: Underlying all theseprinciplesisaserious
consideration of thevisitor, your audience. Inthenext activity, wearegoingto
exploredifferent waysto adjust our thinking and behaviorstothedifferent typesof

peopleand situationswe may encounter.

B. Procedure

Distribute oneor two problem-solving cardsto each personwhilegiving theseinstruc-

tions: Y ou areleading an outdoor campfireprogram that will includethe history of
your forest areaor park. Giventhesituation or reminder onthe card, how will you
prepareor modify your program? Takefiveminutesto jot downyour ideasand then

wewill exchangeinformation.

ACTIVITY B: Conalder Your Audience
e

5 miry,
Wil

1. The group ie largaly comprsad of familias . 3
with small children

-
4. Your foreetfpark draws peopls from all cver = s
the LLE. and foeeign countries.

5 Bercaase H i June, your ellds program
cannol begln untll labe when it is sufli-
ity dask,

7. Questions can be etfecilvely uzad 1o help
WiEs(NOrs cerlvg reanings.

9. An orgzsized prosontation & mare menmg-
rabla than an uncrgenized ore.

11. New lsaming is buittan 8 foundaton of
prawioua knowledge.

1_;3_\'%; ;n‘t ging, but your suparviear wans g 14
year epmipdire bo Bagln with aoma eonpga,
&nd ha'e these 1o llet=n.

15. You get o the amphitheater only 1o dis-
covar that \he sleciricity doesn’t work and
you hawe a elide program.

17. || boconmes ObwIoUs dUrng your program
that thara's wn histardan i he audlence.
“fou cen't answar his questions.

-
=

19, The peogram ks golng well, when suddantly T ag,
a your il soreans "A batl A batl. Now =
what?

. Peaple remember 107 of what they hear,

1
M

o
-

The geoup ie largely comprisad of sEnior
citizana.

T guening i guile cold Bnd windy, so
alendence is Epares.

E0% ol what they sae, end 80°%% of what
ey o,

loareing,

People lsarn s whih ah evperancs i
ks (o tham intime and wraie,

Paople learn batiar whan they're aclively
Inghsed am tha lsaming process.

L You cant gel Ihe carnplire to atert and right

befarn you are Tou Kids with sticks and
marshma o,

Ciuarinyy wouur 131k, & man calls out, *You're
Wi, byl Wiomen rangesa don' know
nuthin'. P salitin',"

. Aboul heffway Buough B Siies, tha lamp

gnes out and you don'l hawe &n #adra,

‘Wumat o you do if someons TaiMds of s an
pllgptc apall during the program?

7
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C. Retrievethedata

Each person presentshow they would approach their situation/premise. Allow
interactionto evolveasit may, becausetherearenoright or wrong answers. Allow
upto 30 minutesfor sharing.

Questionand Discussion

1. Besidesitsvalueinlearning, why wouldaudienceinvolvement, ininterpretive
programs, besoimportant?

2. Overall,whyisKnowingY our Audienceconsidered sovaluableininterpretation?

3. If heavy teacher audience, ask: How would or could your knowledgeof |earning
styles, andteaching strategiesenhanceapresentation such asthis?

CLOSURE In partners, writeanother situation likewejust did and share the solution with
another partner pair.

Investigating Y our Environment UﬁS
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THEME DEVELOPMENT

CONCEPT Cause/Effect, Interaction, Perception. M ost of the conceptscould be
themesfor the studentsto develop. Asateacher, withamoreadvanced
class or asan extension, you could chooseaconcept, such as“cycles’
and havestudentsdevel op specificinterpretivethemeswithincycles.

PRINCIPLE A basicthemeisthefoundationfor interpretivedevel opment. Butisnot
enoughtoawakenpeople scuriosity. Y oumust present opportunities
that when put together forms awhole.

OBJECTIVE » Participantswill beableto list variousthemes and select onefor
further development.

PREPARATION Select anatural area, if possible, with avariety of vegetative zones
nearby. Thegroup sizeshould not exceed 12 for ideal discussionand
small group activities, but allowancescan bemade.

MATERIALS » Activity Card G: Inventorying I nterpretive Features
NEEDED * Flip-chartand markingpens
PROCESSES e Classify
USED e Communicate
* Observe
* Infer
e Question

* Interpretdata

TIME 45 minuteswithdiscussion

InvestigatingY our Environment
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DOINGTHEACTIVITY  (indoors, outdoors)
A. SettheStage

Now, changeour focusfromtheory to practice. Whether it’ san extensive master plan
foranational park or afive-minuteorientationtalk, abasicthemeisthefoundationfor
interpretivedevelopment. Thethemeisthecentral, or key ideawewant to get across
tothevisitor. Rather than abroad, sometimesnebul oustopic, thethemeisaspecific
concept or objectivewewishto communicateclearly tothevisitor inameaningful
way. Let’ sbrainstormtogether on possiblethemessoweall get theidea.
(NOTE: Herearesometopicsto start within caseyou can't get started: night sounds,
plant succession, geology, nativeamerican residentsand culture, change, cyclesinthe
park, etc.)

Allow 10 minutestolist groupideasontheflip-chart. Keepideaspostedthrough Activity
C.

(NOTE: Itisimportant torecord these sothey areavailablethroughout the process, do
not erase. Invite participationto record all themeson back of theactivity for reference
oncethey arehome.

B. Procedure

Distribute Activity C and givethefollowinginstructions: Inteamsof two, practice
developing athemeusinginterpretativefeaturesyou canidentify onthissite. Selecta
themefromthislist or makeup another oneof your own, andinventory thefeatureson
thissitethat relatetoand will hel pcommunicateyour chosentheme. Ontheactivity
card, noteeach featureand state how it may beused in devel oping your theme. For
example, arottinglog could helpvisually illustratethethemeof constant changeina
forest. Duringtheactivity someof youwill comeupon asupplemental or complemen-
tary theme, recordittoo. Doesthisremindyou of semantic webbing? Giveclass10
minutes, expandto 15if they arestill working hard.

'U!“St Investigating Y our Environment
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10-15 min.
ACTIVITY C: Inventory Intarpretive Features paiE

" R

Lue Inee s

Foaluros Hewr Thay Can B Used [n Theme Developmant

1.

2.

2.

Supplemantary or sxtenslon thema from the malp could e

t

2.

3.

S
Investizating ¥oar Tinvinus Fid
Interpretiog Yeer Tardninmenl g 2

C. RetrievetheData

Haveeach group summarizetheirinventory/themebuildingactivity. They may wantto
add avisual display or matrix, givethemtimeto dothis. Variousideaswill come out
here. Giveittime.

Usethesequestionsand discussion starters:

1. What observationscanwemakeabout thisprocessof inventoryinginterpretative
features?

2. Ifyoukeptthesametheme, but didn’t havetheluxury of beingright hereinthe

forest, what el secould you useasinterpretivefeaturesor elementsof your theme?

CLOSURE Listtwothemesyou could devel op back homeandthreefeaturesyouwould
start with.

TRANSITION Youhavelookedattheaudienceandyouhaveconsideredthedefinitionand
philosophy of interpretation. Now itistimeto consider how you will

Investigating Y our Environment 'U!“St
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deliver your message.
INTERPRETIVE METHODSAND TECHNIQUES

CONCEPT

PRINCIPLE

OBJECTIVE

PREPARATION

MATERIALS
NEEDED

PROCESSES
USED

Perception, System

Itisimportant to be ableto generate new ideas and know
the spectrum of interpretiveservices. Itisalsoimportant
to consider theavailabletechnology and how it can help
providepertinentinterpretiveservices.

» Participantswill be ableto list several types of
interpretivemethods, both personal and non-personal,
availabletotheinterpreter.

Select anatural area, if possible, with avariety of
vegetativezonesnearby. Thegroup sizeshould not
exceed 12 for ideal discussionand small group activities,
but allowancescanbemade.

* Flip-chartsand marking pens
» Collectionof interpretivematerials

e Classify

*  Communicate
e Observe

* Predict

InvestigatingY our Environment
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TIME 45 minuteswithdiscussion
DOINGTHEACTIVITY (indoors, outdoors)

A. SettheStage
Quickly review what will occur intheallotted time.
B. Procedure

Set up theflip charts. Givethefollowing directions: Now wewill get down to the nitty

gritty and discusstheHOW of interpretation. Let’sdivideinhalf and have some
friendly competition. Select arecorder, and ontheflip chart, listasmany interpretive
methodsor techniquesasyou canthat you have seen or observed. Remember, wehave
both personal services, such asguided walks, and non-personal services, such asbro-
churesand exhibits. Ready? Set. Go! (Endthisactivity whenyou seework not being
accomplished, monitor closely.)

C. RetrievetheData
After timeiscalled, comparetheflip-chartssideby side. If itemsappear on bothlists,
crossthem off whileasking onemember to describe each method or technique. The
winningteamistheonewithmoremethodsleft thantheother.
Givethegroup about 10 minutesto sift through thecollection of interpretivematerials
and samplesavailabl e, intended to generate and demonstratethe spectrum of interpre-
tiveservices.
Bring grouptogether tocomparelistsagain, and add any methodsthey forget.
CLOSURE Ask each pair tothink creatively and come up with oneor two ideasabout
interpretivemethodsfor thefuture. Sharethesewithanother pair andthen

list on class master list.

TRANSITION  Next,itisyour opportunity tomeld method, theme, and

'U!“St Investigating Y our Environment
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audience, andplananinterpretiveactivity.
DEVELOP AND CONDUCT AN INTERPRETIVE ACTIVITY

CONCEPT System, Perception, Interaction

PRINCIPLE Itismost beneficial and significant to develop interpretiveactivities
using abasictheme. Infact, it thejob of aninterpreter to use his’her
knowledgeandintellectual curiosity todevelop and present all types
of interpretiveactivities.

OBJECTIVE » Participantswill beableto conduct asimpleinterpretive activity
using: abasictheme, identifiedinterpretivefeaturesor topics, and
appropriatestructure.

PREPARATION Select anatural area, if possible, with avariety of vegetative zones
nearby. Thegroup sizeshould not exceed 12 for ideal discussionand
small group activities, but larger groupscanbeaccommodated.

MATERIALS » Activity CardD|Developingan InterpretiveActivity
NEEDED * Microtrail flags(popsiclesticks, bamboo skewers, something you
canwriteon or flag).
» Paper, pens, and possible props

PROCESSES e Observe
USED e |nfer
* Classify

* Hypothesize
* Interpretdata

Investigating Y our Environment UﬁS
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TIME 60+ minutes
DOINGTHEACTIVITY  (outdoors)

A. SettheStage

Quickly review what will take placein the all otted time. Say: Now itisyour turnto
chooseatheme, findinterpretivefeaturesor select topics, and chooseamethod to
deliver your owninterpretive program.

B. Procedure

Hand Activity D Cardsand givethefollowingdirections: Y ouwill have 30 minutesto
develop abrief (10-15minute), interpretive activity, that youwill sharewith others. If
youwishto conduct anaturewalk, try using microtrail flagsandlay out atrail that an
ant mightwalk, to savesometime. Remember, imagination and enthusiasm areimpor-
tant.

3G min.
ACTIVITY D: Develope An Interpretive Activity indieduss
£ N

Llaing tha oulling proviced below, daaign & simpla, 10-15 minude adivity, presentalion ar
demonatration for your Yyieftors.”

THEME:

INTERFRETIYE FEATURES!
CR TORICS

BODY OF TALK:
1. Tntrodustion (¥hal we'ne gaing to oo
&, Tham Devslopmant (Do if)

4. Concluzion {What wa did)

Thesrmea:

Imlarpretive Fasturea or Tapics:

Imarpretive Mathodis) Uead:

Enody of Pre==ntation:

Iniroctucton:

There2 Development:

Lol usiteh

\. J

Investiguling Your Edvejromne
I nierpretiag ¥ uur Eoy et
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C. RetrieveData

Facilitator: Allow about 20 minutes

Present your activity toanother person. Thenlistentotheir presentation. If time,
listento someoneelse' spresentation.

Discussiontofollow should bring outinformationon: (7 minutes)

1.
2.
3.

4.

What interpretivetechniquesor methodswerechosen?

What principle(s) of interpretationweresatisfiedinyour activity?

Which of thetechniquesyou experienced satisfied your knowledgeor skill needsas
aparticipant?

Based onyour experience, which techniqguewould youliketo beableto usemore,
or usebetter?

L et studentsquestion and discuss.

CLOSURE Tell another how youwill usewhat you learned inthisactivity onyour

work.

TRANSITION Itisalwaysuseful toobjectively evaluate an activity soweknow what has

worked, what needsfixing, and what thenext stepis. Our next activity is
just suchanevaluation.

InvestigatingY our Environment
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EVALUATE INTERPRETIVE ACTIVITIES

CONCEPT

PRINCIPLE

OBJECTIVE

PREPARATION

MATERIALS
NEEDED

PROCESSES
USED

Perception, Interaction

Program designandimplementationisincompleteunlessevaluationis

anintegral part of the program. Teachersknow this, inbusinessitis
called “accountability”. A popular poster states “How will you know
whereyouareif youdon’t know whereyoubegan?’ --the perfect argu-
mentfor evaluation.

Remaininyour area.

Participantswill beableto evaluateinterpretive programsand
provideuseful feedback for themsel vesandfor others.

Activity CardE

EvaluateanInterpretive Activity

Communicate
Observe
Classify

Infer
Question

InvestigatingY our Environment
21 Interpreting Y our Environment

,cnsiwvxq
%Wmmmw‘g



FoREST SThvie,

UA

S
o)

TIME 45 minuteswithdiscussion

DOINGTHEACTIVITY  (outdoors)

A. SettheStage
Quickly review what will take placeinthe next 20 minutes.
B. Procedure
Hand out Activity E. Givethefollowingdirections: After conductingyour presenta

tiontoyour small group, ask thosewho saw your activity tofill out Activity E, to
providefeedback onyour program. Everyonesaw at |east oneactivity, soall should be

PO min
ACTIVITY E: Evaluate an Interpretive Actlvity Ingahicduzl
1 !
Dmta
For
. THEME - Wag itclear? Did it evolws through tha activity?
2, INTROBUC TIONCONCLUSION - Was it clzar when we aterbad and onded?
3 INTERFRETIVE FEATURES? TOPRICS - Wera they refative, logical, imerastiog?
4. INTERPRETIVE PRINCIPLES - Were any sppliad?  Which cres? Stould enms heve
baan applied and waren1?
5. ALUDIEMNCE - How was e fnadignee corsiderad o imhisd?
6. REVELATION - What maanings angr relatonahipa ware revealed b you?
7. OTHER COMMENTS
Dk,
For
1. THEME - Was it clear? D it gwalva thwough the acivily T
2. INTRODUCTIIMCORCLISHON - has i chear when e startsd and ended
4, INTERPRETIVE FEATUREST TOPRLCS - Wara thay relafive, [ogical, intsresting?
4. INTERFAETIVE FAINGIPLES - Ware any oyt wed?  Which ones? Showd sema have
bean eppfied and wersnt?
5. AUDNENGE - How was the autisnee considers or Invwolwed®
&. AEVELATICHN - What meaninge endior relationships wars aveafed 10 yout
7. OTHER COMMENTS
\ ~

v prtimg W owr Envlrooment
Tnterprsting Your Envlronment
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working. If timeallows, each person should do aself-eval uation after seeing
another’ s evaluation.
C. RetrieveData

Giveeach participant timetofinishtheir own self-eval uation and read other evalua
tionsthey received. When group startsto get restless, conduct adiscussion, usingthese
guestions:

1. Whatdidyoulearnfromdevel oping and conductingyour owninterpretivepro-

gram?

2. What additional skillsor knowledge might behel pful ?

3. Inwhat other wayscouldyou constructively evaluateyour ownor your colleague’ s
interpretiveprograms?

4. Howdiditfeel beinganinterpreter, perhapsfor thefirst time?

CLOSURE Discusshow an evaluation helpsinan activity. Comeupwithanawful
consequencethat couldresult becauseyou didnot evaluatean activity.

TRANSITION  What makesinterpretivepresentationsinteresting and exciting? What can

every interpreter/teacher/facilitator doto createaninteresting, exciting
presentation? What would causeyouto bebored withaninterpreter?

Investigating Y our Environment UﬁS
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STYLE AND DELIVERY FOR INTERPRETERS

CONCEPT Perception, I nteraction, System

PRINCIPLE Certain special and personal qualitiescontributetoaninterpreter’s
effectiveness. Asstudentscompletethisactivity, they shouldbeableto
draw someconclusionsabout their strengthsand what they wouldliketo

develop.

OBJECTIVE * Participantswill beabletoidentify personal communication styles
and characteristicsthat aidinterpretersinprogramdelivery.

PREPARATION Remaininyour area--thenatural setting. Teachers, youcanuseany
previousstudiesinpsychology, health, or self-esteemto hel p studentsdo
thisactivity. Aninventory of skillsand strengthswill also behelpful.

MATERIALS » Activity Card Fj Thelnspirational Interpreter
NEEDED * Flip-chartsand markers
 Tape
PROCESSES o Infer
USED * Observe
» Classify
* Interpretdata
* Communicate
TIME 45minutes

Investigating Y our Environment UﬁS
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DOINGTHEACTIVITY
A. SettheStage
Quickly review what will take place. (about 20 minutes).

B. Procedure

Hand out Activity F and givethefollowing directions: Aswegrow into our rolesas
interpreters, or aswe apply someinterpretive principlesto our educational roles, we
canfocusonthosespecial, personal qualitiesthat makeadifferenceinour programs.

Perhapsyou haveparticipatedinaninterpretive programwhereyouwereinspired,
moved, or really excited by theinterpreter. Y ou seethe public drawn to such people,
probably for avariety of reasons, that relateto body language, verbal cues, and deliv-
ery style.

What doyouthink arethepersonal qualitiesand delivery stylesthat areimportant to
cultivateininterpreters? Let’ sanswer that questionin our groups. First, work by
yourself and comeupwithasmany ideasaspossible.

ACTIVITY F: "The Inspirational Interpreter”
P

Dellvary Style Body Languege

g -

Tnwest pting Your Erwiwmrn:nt@
Toterpeeting, Yuut Enviconmenk
'U!“St Investigating Y our Environment
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C. RetrieveData

Usingthegroup chart, each group sharestheir ideasverbally and visually. Other
groups, check off “like” qualities, and each successivegroup addsqualities, or
expandsuponthosealready offered.

Questionsand Discussion

1. Inwhatwayscanwe practicethisaspect of theart of interpretation among our
peers? With our studentsor regular audience?

2. Whyispersonal enthusiasmand warmthwediscussed, soimportant tothe

effectivenessof our programs? How doesthiscomeabout?

CLOSURE Sharewith your partner one personal trait, or one personal areainwhich
you would like to improve. How will this make you a better interpreter?

InvestigatingY our Environment
27 Interpreting Y our Environment

,cnsiwvxq
%Wmmmw‘g



ACTIVITY A: Principles of Interprelation e

r-

mirs.

pairs

Any interpratatian tnat doas not somehaw relate what iz being displayed or deseribed to
semedirg within the persanalily o exparicnce of the visiter will be starile. - Tliden

- To help park visitors understand thet fhe place theyre vistting is relatad to the plasa ey call
hrama.

- To shaow the relationship of whal & being abserved [experienced) 1o e [ves of the obaery-
ers. - Lewig

. Infapmatean, &5 such, i ot Niegrelation, Inteepretatian is revalation based upan infarmation,

But ey ara antiraly dittarant things, However, all interpretation includes information, - Tilden

= To giva accurata, intaraszting informatian which forms the foundation for an interpretation of
daga, - Lewis

Imterpretation is an art, which combines many arts, whether the materials presanted arg
gciontifle, histarical or architectieral. Any art is in 2oma dagras teachakie,

- ¥nowledge trealad imaplnativaly.

- Interpreters shauld °dip inld 1heir wn artistis appreciation, give farm and life t¢ heir matedal,
and 1all a stery rathar than reclia an lnvartory” - Tlidan

. The cnlel alm of Intarpretation 15 not Instruction, but provocatlor,

- To ane the kind of inferpretatian which will encoutage vishors 13 figure some things aut tor
thamsahves.

- To ampuse curgzity and sametimes satisey 1t
- To congarve park rasoprcas thieugh an undarstanding and congeguent appraciation of them.

V. Inierprédation stvauld aim to present 8 whaole rathier an a part, a0d must aediass it5eld 1o tha
whola persan ralber Ihan any phase.

- To halp visitars have an insplralional, ralaxing, oo tma.
= To providae visitars with an escapae fram the prassures which assadlk e m.

- T help visilors urderstand the imereslationships amaeng a5 many aspects of whit is being
obzerved o3 possibda.

Vl. Intarpretativn adaressad 1o childran {say, up ta the a0a of tweive) should not be a dilution of the

presentation to adulls, but sheuld faligw a fendamentally diferent appreach. To be at s best, it
will require a separata pragrarm.

A
Irreertifratimg Your Crvironnient
Interpreding Your Enviconment
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ACTIVITY B: Consider Your Audience

B min.

-~

_‘

1. The group is largely comprised a1 families - :
wizh ameall childdren u

8. rour forestieark draws peopte from 2l ovar u
the U5, ard forzign countries.

pravious kacwladge.

. Yol cant alng, but your supervisor warnts :
your campfire to begin with seme 08, =
arg ka's thara t0 listan. :

. Yol gar 1o the amphitheater only to dis- .
coreer that the alestricity dogsn’t work and w
you hawe 3 sllde program.

It besomes shvigus during your program %
fhat thara's an historizn in e audiencs, ™
¥ou can't ancwar hig quaslicns. -

a voung qirl screams A bakl A batl". Now w
whiat? :

Tne program is going wall, when suddantly = g,

2. The group 15 largely comprizad af sarlor
cifizens,

4. The evening is quite cold ared windy, so

- allendance |5 sparse.
_____ :.—————-—-ﬂl—rn_——.——————_____.—_—___
5. Because it is June, your Eie progeam “ g People remamber 10% of what they hear,
CRANGY bagin unill [ata when it is suffi- - E0% of whal they see, ard 90% af whet
ciently dark. a they da.
u
o e T e e T T T T T e e T T T .
7. Questions cen be effectively usedlobalp  w g |1aing 2 varlaty of approaches wll enhanca
VIgitars darive meanings. . bearming.
—__—"—"‘—_———— ————— -,
9. An organized presantapun is mare mema- : 10, Pesple laarn Best when an expariencs is
rable Wan an unorganized ahe. u clnea to them in fime and space.
________________ .. - - -
11, New leaming is uilt on & foundation o o 4o People leasm batter when they'es actively

invalyed in fhe Jearning proceds.

. You cant get the campiire ta start and right
Balore you arg togr kids with sticks and
marshmaliows.

. Curlng your tal%, 2 man calls out, "Y'ou're
wrong, honey| Wamen fangers dan't kngw
ULk, Fm gplittin’,”

. About haltway through the shides, the lamg
goes aut and you don't fava an axta,

YWhat do you do if soreons @ints or hasg an
epileptic spell during the pragram?

irsd iwidduagl

w

Inwestezating Your Environment
Interprebing Your Envirooment
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ACTIVITY C: Inventory Interpretive Features pairs
4 ™
Qur theame is
Features How They Can Be Used In Theme Developmertt

i

o

Direstigaling Your Bawimnonent
Interpecting Your Enviconmend



20 min.

ACTIVITY D: Develop Aninterpretive Activity . individual

-

CCnncluslon

""'I

[Jging tha autline provided below, design alsimple, 10-15 minuta aclivity, presenfation o
demonstration for your fvisigrs.”

THEME.:

INTERPRETIVE FEATURES:
aR TQRICS

BOOY OF TALK:
1. Introduction [What we're Going to da)
2. Theme Development (Do it

4. Canclusicn (What we did)

Thamg,

Intespretiva Faatures ar Toples:

Interpretive Method(s] Used:

Body o Presantation.

Atradusion;

Thame Daveloprmant:

»

Imveirating Your Enyironoiant
(Meerpreting Your Bovivomitent
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20 min.

ACTWITY E: Evaluate an Interpretive Activity individual
4 : N
Date
For
. THEME - Was it clear? Did it avolve through the activity?
C INTRODUSTIQMNGOMGLLESION - Was 1L clear when we startad and anded?
ANTERFRETIVE FEATUREST TOPICS - Were they relative, Wglcal, Interesting?
. INTERPAETIYE PRINCIFLES - Wara any applied? Which cnes? Should zome have
beeon appliad and weren't?
. AUDIENGE - How was the audlence conslderad or Involved?
. REVELATION - What meanings andfor relatiorships weare revaalad 10 you?
. OTHER COMMENTS
Dede
For
. THEME - Was 1 clear? Did t evolye throwgh the activity?
. INTRODUCTICNCONCLUSION - Was it clear when we started and ended?
. INTERPRETI¥E FEATUREST TOPICS - Were they ralativa, Ipgical, imerasting?
INTERPRETWE PRIMCIFLES - Were any applied?  Which anes? Should some haye
teen appilad and wanen?
- AUDENCE - How was the audience considered of invalved?
. RE¥ELATIGN - Wit meanings ardfor refationships wera revealed 0 you?
. OTHER COMMENTS
., o

Ineeestigating Y our BEovirgocent
Inserpreting Your Covimosoent

e
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ACTIVITY ¥: "The Inspirational Interpreter™
4 !

Dulivary Stybe Body Language

L : A

Irraztizaling Yow Enviromment
Interpecting Yo Eoviconmend
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