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Dear Interested Party: 

The environmental assessment (EA) for the Clarion River Comprehensive River Management 
Plan (CRMP) is now available for public review and comment. As a person or organization that 
has expressed interest in this project, you are invited to comment on the EA. Enclosed is a 
compact disc (CD) with the EA, maps, appendices, and Draft Comprehensive River Management 
Plan included. If you want a paper copy, contact the Marienville Ranger District at 814-927-
5700. The Clarion River EA documents are also available on the Allegheny National Forest 
(ANF) website at:  

http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/allegheny/projects/recreation_projects/ 

The Clarion River CRMP EA will impact between 1,780 to 4,320 acres of Allegheny National 
Forest lands located on the Marienville Ranger District in northwestern Pennsylvania. The 
Clarion Wild and Scenic River corridor runs through Clarion, Elk, Forest, and Jefferson Counties 
in Pennsylvania.  

Alternatives analyzed in the EA include: 

Alternative 1: Preferred Alternative. 

This alternative emphasizes a longer viewshed, the protection of areas of specialist concern, and 
the ability of other agencies to manage land outside the viewshed according to their directives. 
Alternative 1 would enhance the existing management direction in relation to Scenic Integrity 
Levels, Recreation Opportunity Spectrum categories, activities which are suitable in the river 
corridor, minerals development, recreation management and activities, and managing invasive 
plants by amending the ANF Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP).  

Alternative 2: No Action. 

Under this alternative, the boundary is the default ¼ mile established by Section 8(b) of the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act (WSRA) and management is determined by the standards and guidelines 
of the current ANF LRMP.  

Alternative 3: Road Construction – New Corridor. 

Under this alternative, the corridor boundary is a consistent 660 feet (1/8 mile) distance from 
each bank of the river for its entire designated length and additional standards and guidelines for 
management would be amended to the ANF LRMP. 

How to Comment: 

The comment period provides the public with the opportunity to comment on the EA prior to a 
decision being made by the responsible official. This decision would be subject to an 
administrative review and appeal. Appeals may be filed by persons or non-federal organizations 
and entities that provide comments or otherwise express interest in the proposed action during 
the comment period. It is the responsibility of persons providing comments to ensure they are 
submitted during the 30-day comment period. 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/allegheny/projects/recreation_projects/


 

 

Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral and electronic comments will be accepted for 30 
calendar days following publication of the legal notice in the Warren Times Observer (Warren, 
Pennsylvania newspaper). The publication date in the newspaper of record is the exclusive 
means for calculating the comment period. Those wishing to comment should not rely upon 
dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. Regulations prohibit extending the 
length of the comment period. 

Submit written comments to Jodie L. Vanselow, Marienville Deputy District Ranger, 131 
Smokey Lane, Marienville, Pennsylvania 16239 or by facsimile (814) 927-2285. For those 
submitting hand-delivered comments, Marienville District office hours are 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Submit oral comments to the Marienville District 
office during normal business hours by telephone (814) 927-5700. Submit electronic comments 
to comments-eastern-allegheny-marienville@fs.fed.us in one of the following formats: e-mail 
message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), Word (.doc) or any software supported by 
Microsoft applications. If no identifiable name is attached to an electronic message, a 
verification of identity will be required for appeal eligibility. A scanned signature is one way to 
provide verification. An email address is not sufficient. 

Your views on this project are important. If you need more information or wish to comment, 
please contact Jodie L. Vanselow (814) 927-5798. 

 

Thank you, 
 
 
 
/s/ Leanne M. Marten  
LEANNE M. MARTEN 
Forest Supervisor 
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