CE Regional Coordinators — Conference Call Minutes

October 21, 2009 — 1:00 -2:30 p.m. ET
Call in 800-369-1652 passcode 97972

FPL R2 Linda Hecker
[ITF Carlos Dominguez R3 Jean Szymanski
Cristobal Karen Malis-Clark
NA Susan Cox R4 Carol Ryan
NRS Barbara McGuinness R5 Tim Williams
PNW & PSW Becky Bittner R6 Sue Baker
Wendy Holden
(detail)
RMRS R8 Sharon Waltrip
SRS Duke Rankin R9
(Jennifer Plyler)
R1 Julie Molzahn & R10 Kristi Kantola
Steve Kratville
WO-Detached Michelle Andrews WO Terry West, Sandy Frost, Safiya
Samman
Agenda
Brief Updates and issues...
e Director's Update * NAAEE Conference 'Report Out'
e NPLD and Get to Know Report * Discussion of CE Biennial Meeting
e MKIW Update * Key Interest/Action Items from RSAs
Roundtable...

* We tried a new format for the conference call this time, based on input from the Coordinators. Rather
than have each RSA speak for 2-3 minutes, R1 spoke for a 15-20 minutes and provided an indepth update
of R1 CE programs. CE Coordinators sent in RSA overviews, which are incorporated in these notes.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE GROUP. ..

Director’s Overview —
e Region 1is getting a great Regional Forester! — Leslie Weldon believes in partnership and connecting kids with
nature.

e Discover the Forest www.discovertheforest.org — developed through contract with Ad Council — entire effort
focused on tweens and families.

0 Curriculum Development — Year 2 of contract focuses on curriculum development — WO-CE has had
preliminary discussions about framework for curriculum -- build on whatever we already have — make
activities interactive — build social networking capacity, document what kids do. Ad Council does have
capacity to hire contractor to develop curriculum.

= |fyou have ideas for curriculum, please send to Sue Cummings. Ad Council moves very fast —
e Ideas - Need kid-friendly tree identification — assistance with BSA and GSA badges —
deforestation —
e Julie Molzahn might have a kid’s friendly guide — will share with group and with Sue.
= How to enrich site? — Beef up geographic map — needs better information — few sites are
National Forests, and many sites aren’t well-populated.
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e Discover the Forest uses Nature Find — tied to zip codes and Google Earth — NWF has
been working with NatureFind — individual sites can ‘nominate’ their areas for
inclusion. Need to enrich map function this year and RSAs will be critical in making
that happen.

0 You can get PSAs for Discover the Forest website — go to “WHY” section of website. All materials are
there and available. Work with Safiya to get materials in the right format— Safiya will help to connect
with Ad Council —and they will provide resources.

= Region 5 has opportunity to work with Dick Clark/Six Flags for promotion.

0 Shrek has partnered with FS/Ad Council — building PSAs at beginning of new Shrek film — focused on
getting kids outdoors and connecting with nature. Safiya will be lead on working on content.

0 National Geographic — has seen Discover the Forest — and have reached out to FS — with a proposal
for kids and water, and wants FS to be a partner.

0 Internal Marketing —many internal folks say they have not heard of Discover the Forest — please send
info out to others — spread the word! Distribute as far and as widely as possible. Rollout plan for
Discover the Forest — Safiya will send out to group.

e National Public Lands Day was a great success — Quartet work on coordinating — best year for us with NPLD —
85 sites nationwide, 27 grants, Department of Agriculture representatives attended. Sue Cummings led
national coordination effort. NEEF — volunteer hours huge — great success. Looking forward to next year.

o More Kids In the Woods — deadline October 30 — requests to extend deadline and Quartet is discussing —
looking at overall timeline to see if we can work — trying to get an answer quickly. Coordinators appreciate the
consideration but emphasize that getting $Ss to field in timely fashion should be paramount.

e North American Association for Environmental Education Conference — Portland, OR — Sue Baker — awesome
to see all the folks who showed up — nice booths — teachers were all there on Saturday — but booths were
down. Gave lots of materials for teachers. Sue Baker also helped with packet stuffing — made sure CE info was
on first page. Becky Bittner — great to put faces with names from Coordinators — lots of great sessions.

0 Safiya —for the 2010 conference (Buffalo-Niagra, NY — Sept 29 — October 2) FS should develop a
coordinated FS presence — sessions, posters, etc. Presentations would feature the CE work of FS —
perhaps integrate with strand on conservation education, or make a presence in all strands.

= All should think about it — Safiya would like to support travel, contact her if interested.

0 Susan Cox is co-chair on urban and rural connection strand — call for NAAEE proposals is out now —
proposals due February 1, 2010 http://www.naaee.org/conference/call-for-presentations/ —
reviewers for proposals are needed in Feb/Mar. Planning a field trip to Allegheny NF — tour to Buffalo
and storm damage, and iTree.

o Terry West — new acting AD for CE — comes from Region 9 —here until they hire a permanent Assistant
Director. Contact him at— twest@fs.fed.us 202-205-1781 for assistance.

Suggestion! Having the focused time to share information is really helpful. Can see doing a similar ‘webinar’ for
the field on a regular basis, partnering with Interpretive Services and CE. WO-CE will investigate idea.

EUGENE — Michelle Andrews

Michelle presented poster on EUGENE at NAAEE conference — Michelle needs volunteers to take a look at website
and review and critique — 1-2 hours of work — provide feedback — how it looks, does it make sense. Michelle is
very close at getting it ready to go — needs our feedback. Would like a good participation — goal is to have
feedback back to Michelle by Thanksgiving.

CE Biennial Meeting — Sue Cummings
Polled Coordinators about timing — most coordinators chose May in conjunction with PLT, in Lake Tahoe — working
to develop three proposals for Department review. Sue will continue to work on details —
e Might be ways to coordinate and integrate. Integrated IS/CE/NW meeting — interested in investigating
opportunities to build some offering. Heads-up that it’s being discussed and staffed out.
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Conservation Education in the Northern Region
Steve Kratville & Julie Molzahn

Forest for Every Classroom

A Forest for Every Classroom (FFEC) is a professional teacher development program that integrates ecology, sense
of place, stewardship and service learning into a place-based curriculum that fosters student understanding and
appreciation of forest resources in their community. This place-based model of teacher training has been shown
to successfully improve student learning and increased understanding of the natural environment and cultural
history of their communities. The Northern Region was selected by the FFEC founding partners as a pilot
replication site for adapting this model to western landscapes. The initial Northern Region replication is occurring
in the Elkhorn Mountains during 2009 — 2010 and is co-hosted by the Helena National Forest in partnership with
the Montana Discovery Foundation, the Elkhorn Mountains’ Working Group, Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, and other partners. Eighteen teachers and educators from communities adjacent to the
Elkhorn Mountains have completed the spring, summer and fall workshops and will graduate from the program
on January 30, 2010. A second replication is planned for the Elkhorn Mountains in 2010 — 2011. The Region is
working with the Montana Natural History Center and additional partners to initiate a FFEC program in Western
Montana in 2011 — 2012 with ongoing outreach to partners in Northern Idaho and North Dakota for future
programs.

Missoula Childrens’ Theater Partnership

The Northern Region and the Lolo NF are working together with the Missoula Children’s Theatre (MCT), the
National Wildlife Federation (NWF) and other partners to develop the school assembly program, Where is the
Great Outdoors? This program focuses on reconnecting children with nature in their communities. The
Northern Region, the Lolo National Forest, NWF and MCT co-convened stakeholders to collaboratively
develop content for this program which includes strong conservation themes and messages. The Forest
Service is recognized by MCT as an essential partner.

MCT’s national touring teams visit communities in 50 states, 4 Canadian Provinces and 16 foreign countries.
During week-long residencies, 50 — 60 students grades K-12 participate in full-length musical shows that are
original adaptations of children’s stories with a “twist” that make these classics fresh to contemporary
audiences. Also included in the week are life skills workshops and school assemblies. These assemblies are
interactive, engaging and entertaining presentations designed to impart important social messages. Itis
projected that during the 2009 — 2010 touring season, 47 tour teams will conduct over 1,200 residencies.
More than 65,000 children will perform in an MCT production and more than 750,000 people will have
exposure to MCT.

Web-based materials that support the school assembly will be posted at:
www.whereisthegreatoutdoors.org. The website will contain a video version of the assembly and links to
resources for students and parents, including links to Forest Service resources for kids, families and teachers.

Partnerships with Tribal Groups

The Northern Region has a wealth of programs involving Native Sovereign Nations located within the Region and
adjacent Regions. In 2009, the national More Kids in the Woods effort funded three new programs within the
Region including one program hosted by the RMRS Fire Lab and the WO CE and Tribal Relations staffs funded a
fourth program. These three projects are currently underway and will be available to other Forest Service units to
be duplicated elsewhere in the nation. The projects are:

e Kootenai Indian Country Outdoor Adventure Project- This project develops an environmental service
learning program for middle school children focusing on disadvantage students. 8 High School students
are in training to take middle school children out on 8 full day and 4 overnight “adventures” in the
Kootenai National Forest. The goal is to have each child develop strong, sustained connections to nature.
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These connections are developed through a program of conservation education sessions that focus on
conservation education, natural resource stewardship skills, land and water based activities, promoting a
healthy lifestyle and honor Kootenai tribal history in the local area.

Restoration Rangers: Connecting Children with Nature through Native Plant Restoration- This project is
located on the Lolo National Forest and Confederated Salish Kootenai Reservation. It is a yearlong
program completed through after school programs and summer school camps using service learning
projects. The students will learn about the importance of maintaining native pollinators, how to create
pollinator gardens, and how to reduce weeds while restoring native plant populations in open space
natural parks.

Northwest Connections/Wildland Volunteer Corps (WVC) - This RMRS Fire Lab sponsored project
expands the existing WVC field work program to add two new components. The students will be
participating in the grizzly bear monitoring DNA studies work with USGS and the Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes located in the Mission Mountain Wilderness. The second component is the launch of a
student naturalist mentoring program where the participants will be taking K-8 students out on
interpretive hikes and teaching natural history lessons.

Bridging the Divide: A Natural and Cultural Resources Field Camp for Tribal High School Students- The
funding received from the WO Conservation Education and Tribal Relations Staffs is being used to develop
a formal education curriculum in partnership with the Confederated Kootenai Salish Tribe and Fort Hall,
Idaho Shoshone Bannock Tribes along with the Montana Office of Public Instruction, Indian Education
Office. The curriculum will provide outdoor experiential opportunities for high school aged students from
Indian Reservations and “at risk” Montana youth in the Montana National Guard Youth Challenge
Program. This program will include a full academic year and summer field camp for the high school
students. The program will highlight career opportunities in a wide variety of resource management
fields and integrate native culture resource heritage elements in all classes. Tribal elders from all 4 tribes
will participate in the program including taking students to scared sites to discuss native resource
management throughout time till present day. These discussions will contrast and compare to Forest
Service resource management of the same piece of ground. Identified topics include fire ecosystems,
native plants, and fisheries. The model is beginning designed to replicate nationwide for American
Indian Heritage educational programs and partnerships.

Native Gardens and Pollinators

The Northern Region has several ongoing efforts for native plant restoration, pollinator work and establishing
native plant gardens at facilities. These efforts encompass a wide variety of programs and staff areas resulting in
many duplicative efforts. The Region has set up a work group that is pulling all efforts together in order to
establish a conservation education program that will link into the newly formed Forest Service Western
Collaborative for Sustainability efforts. The goal is to develop model educational and outreach programs to
publics on sustainable gardening. A long-term goal is to establish a native plant garden at every Forest Service
facility and a pollinator garden at every school in the same community. These gardens will be used has
demonstration and teaching areas for people of all ages on sustainable gardens and the importance of pollinators
in the Northern Region.
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SUBMITTED UPDATES

Region 3 — Jean Szymanski-New Mexico

¢ The annual EEANM (state EE assoc.) and NMSTA (Science teachers), NMTCM (math teachers) joint conference
was great; worthwhile sessions, especially those dealing with education, standards, how kids learn, etc.

e As part of the conference NM PLT hosted a PLT reception to update those interested in the program of our
accomplishments in the last few years. Food was provided by a local Foundation in ABQ which has supported
alot of PLT doings in NM.

e Jean will attend an informational partnership meeting this week, with several agency partners and Bruce
Ward of Get Outdoors.

e Got to test out the new Smokey book to a pre-school. They liked the pictures, but the question format of the
writing confused them a bit.

e The Santa Fe NF participated in ABQ's annual Water Festival.

e Based on a successful example of NM Audubon at their summer camps, NM Forestry Camp is considering
having the campers produce videos for U-tube. Stay tuned.....

Karen Malis-Clark -- Southwestern Region - Arizona:

¢ Some beautiful handmade ornaments from northern Arizona students are on their way to the Capitol
Christmas Tree.

e The annual RMRS's Natural Resources Career Camp was last weekend; for local high school students, held in

cooperation with Northern Arizona University's Centennial Forest Camp near Flagstaff. | assisted Brenda

Strohmeyer, RMRS- Flagstaff Lab was coordinator.

Glad y'all enjoyed the Smokey Story signed by deaf forester Andy on youtube. (that was a first-time Smokey,

next time he'll know to remove the hat-stays.)

* I'm sorting thru several hundred evaluation questionnaires for 2009 MKIW programs, to send them to Sue C.

* I'm working to both enter my programs in NICE, and encourage/coach other CE providers to enter theirs.
Thanks for Sue C for the training conference calls.

e Continue to refer forest visitors and teachers to www.discovertheforest.com It links from the Coconino NF
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino

Region 4 — Carol Ryan
e | will be working with our contractor to finalize and fabricate the CE/IS display panels that will go with our
brochure. This project is in coordination with R1 & R5.
e Continuing to assist the Unita-Wasatch-Cache Forest with their CE/IS strategy. It will be presented to
forest leadership in Nov.
e FYI- 1 will be acting WO Interpretive Program Manager from Nov 22th to Jan 6th while Kristen Nelson is
on a temporary detail. However, | will still be doing my other job duties but at a more diluted level.

Region 5 — Timothy Williams
e change of leadership in the Conservation Education program
e vyear end reporting of CE, IS, and Nature Watch programs into the NICE data base
e The Get to Know program
e organizing a regional meeting to figure how we will deliver the recently finished Conservation Education
Strategy
e (California Children's Bill of Rights initiative
e preparing for FY 09-10 Woodsy Owl program
e preparing and planning FY 09-10 Natural Inquirer presentations

Region 8 — Sharon Waltrip
e The National Forests and Grasslands in Texas will be assisting a Boy Scout Skills Camp Nov. 20-22 with
their Forest Mobile bilingual information and activities station in which we will offer hands-on activities
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related to recreation, prescribed fire, water quality/conservation, wildlife management, endangered
species management and other topics of interest related to nature.

0 Also on Fri-Sat (16-17) the first workshop for Forest for Every Classroom was held at SFA
Pineywoods Native Plant Center. 28 participants (formal and non-formal educators, pre-service
teachers, graduate students, natural resource professionals and Urban Connections outreach
team members) joined in a workshop titled Sharing Nature with Children. Participants learned
methods and activities designed to connect children and others with nature.

LBL had the biggest turn out ever at Howl-O-Ween (an evening trail past nocturnal animals telling there
tales and passing out treats) with over 440 people (plus little kids) in 21 groups. We had a bat, a tree frog,
an oppossum, a moth, racoon (singing), and wolf plus assorted crafts and nature games and star gazing.
Snap Apple night at the Homeplace was also well attended the night before w/about 150 at the bonfire
for storytelling and fall games. Fall Frolic will be November 7 & 8 at the Nature Station. It is always
popular with hay rides (like a rolling nature walk), crafts and live music as we learn about the changing
colors and seasons.

Region 8 has been entering data into NICE and I'm working on bringing the Interpreters along too. | think
it's the same folks doing both CE and Interp. but depending on their title, they are in one network or
another and Interp hasn't been pushing it.

The National Forests in Alabama and Alabama Wildlife Federation (AWF) have developed a new
partnership that is expected to attract thousands of urban city students to the wonders of nature. The
Supervisor’s Office has expanded the “More Kids in the Woods” outreach initiative by providing
scholarships for more students to go on nature walks at the Alabama Nature Center —a 350-acre wildlife
preserve that serves as the headquarters of the Alabama Wildlife Federation in Milbrook, AL. The five-
year partnership will increase the number of schools and students in Montgomery, ElImore and Autauga
Counties participating in the Alabama Nature Center’s (ANC) Lanark Field Days. It will also help develop a
forest management curriculum that supports the AWF's current conservation education programs,
brochures, interpretive materials, exhibits and ANC presentations. Last year, AWF reported there were
approximately 6,000 visits to the ANC.

Washington Office — Sue Cummings

Remember that there are some great EE Courses that you can take on line and previously the WO has
paid for the Workshop sessions. | am on my 3rd one -- Making EE Relevant to Culturally Diverse
Audiences would help all educators in outreaching/educating to a new audience. Go to the website to
find out more: http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap

International Institute of Tropical Forestry — Carlos Dominguez Cristobal

Juan Ponce de Leon High School (Florida, Puerto Rico) one of the high schools that integrate our CE
Program celebrated on October 9 the first ten years in the program. Students of the past ten years
integrated the audience. Our Director, lITF, Dr Lugo and the Manager of the State & Private Program of
IITF, connie Carpenter, participated in the event. The leader professor, Elliot Lopez, received a special
recognition of the Senate of Puerto Rico, including the one that received from IITF.

At the middle of September, we had a special meeting with all the professors of the high schcools that
integrate our program for plan the activities that we will develop from October 2009- May 2010.

Our next activity will be the 3rd weekend of November in El Verde, El Yunque National Forest. (3rd
Encounter of the LTER High Schools representations that integrate our CE Program)

October 2009 — CE Regional Coordinators’ Conference Call Notes Page 6 of 6



