
 
 

Tips for keeping your tree fresh 
 Re-cut the trunk at an angle 1 to 3 
inches above the original cut. 
 
 Prior to decorating, store the tree 
outside in a container of water, out of the 
direct sunlight. 
 
 Add a few tablets of aspirin to the water 
(about 2 per gallon). 
 
 Don’t be concerned if the water in the 
container freezes, the tree will be fine. 
 
 When you bring your tree into the 
house, re-cut the base at least 1” above the 
angled  
cut. 
 
 Be sure to keep water (with aspirin) in 
the tree stand at all times. 
 

Also please remember………. 
 

 Obey all local laws and regulations 
regarding parking restrictions.  
 
 Travel on Forest System Roads may be 
restricted to over the snow travel, i.e. 
snowmobile. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For Further Information 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit 

35 College Drive 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 

Phone:  530 543-2600 
3080 North Lake Blvd 
Tahoe City, CA 96145 

530-583-3593 
Web Address: www.fs.fed.us/r5/ltbmu 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 

discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 

orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 

audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W. Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 

(800)759-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer. 

                           

 
Cutting A 

Christmas Tree on Your... 
National Forest          

Lands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lake Tahoe Basin 
Management Unit 



Season's Greetings! 
Since t he ear ly 1 500’s C hristmas t rees 
have be en t he c enter of  hol iday a ctivities 
for many people.  Begin the holiday season 
with an outing to cut the family Christmas 
tree. C hristmas tr ee p ermits a re b eing 
offered t o t he publ ic i n a n e ffort t o he lp 
reduce h azardous f uel ladders t hat h ave 
built up ove r years of  f ire s uppression. 
Removal o f ex cessive am ounts o f s mall 
trees f rom t he f orest will h elp cr eate a 
healthier forest ove r t ime.  T his br ochure 
includes i nformation, which w ill he lp 
make your outing a success. 

Buying a Permit 
A Permit must be  pur chased f or t he t ree 
you a re going to  c ut.  T here is  a  limit o f 
two permits per family and the cost is $10 
each. The permit may be purchased on the 
south s hore f rom t he F orest S upervisor's 
Office 35 C ollege D rive, S outh L ake 
Tahoe; or  on the nor th s hore f rom t he 
Forest S ervice o ffice 3080 N orth Lake 
Blvd on Dollar Hill. 

Safety Tips for 
Planning Your Outing 

It i s i mportant t hat you a sk que stions.  
Forest e mployees c an pr ovide va luable 
information about road and trail access and 
conditions.  U se t his i nformation t o pl an 
your travel r oute.  M aps and a rea 
descriptions w ill be  pr ovided w hen you 
purchase your permit.  
 

Share the route with family or friends prior 
to your de parture.  T ell t hem w hen you 
plan to leave and when you plan to return.  
Agree w hat act ions w ill b e t aken i f you 
don’t return according to plan. 

 

To min imize th e p ossibility o f b eing 
stranded on b ack-country roads, b e s ure 
your vehicle is in top working order and that 
your t ires h ave good t read.  P repare f or 
mechanical em ergencies b y carrying t he 
proper t ools, i ncluding t ire c hains a nd a  
shovel. 
 

Equip your vehicle with an emergency first 
aid ki t, f ood a nd e xtra b lankets or  s leeping 
bags.  A  ba sic s urvival ki t w hich i ncludes 
matches an d a  c andle is a  m ust. F inally, 
wear warm clothing and dr ess i n l ayers s o 
you c an e asily add or  r emove c lothing f or 
comfort. 

Cutting Your Tree 
You are asked to observe the following rules 
when c hoosing and c utting your C hristmas 
tree. 
Cut onl y i n de signated c utting areas 
identified on t he a ttached maps. Do not  cut 
on pr ivate or  ot her n on-National F orest 
System L ands. Be respectful of ad jacent 
private property, no cutting within 100 ft. of 
private r esidences. This pe rmit doe s N OT 
give permission to cross private property. 
 Do not  c ut a ny hardwood t ree s uch a s 
aspen.  Y ou are responsible for determining 
that c utting i s done  onl y within a uthorized 
areas. 
 Ensure you have the permit rules and the 
Yellow Christmas Tree Permit (tag) in your 
possession w hile c utting and t ransporting 
your Christmas tree. 
 

 
 
 

Select a tree that is the right height for 
your needs.  DO NOT cut a large tree just 
to take the top. 
 

The maximum allowable tree size that can 
be cut is 6 (six) inches in diameter at the 
base of the tree. Trees to cut must be within 
10 feet of another green tree. 
 

Attach the Yellow Christmas Tree permit 
to the tree (where it will be seen)  prior to 
transporting the tree from the cutting area. 
 

Scatter all discarded branches away from 
roads, ditches and culverts. 
 

Cut your tree as close to the ground as 
possible.  Stump height must be six inches 
or less. 
 

No motorized-vehicles are allowed off 
existing roads open to the public, except 
where snowmobiles are allowed. 
 

Non compliance with these rules may 
result in a citation, fine and tree 
confiscation. 
 

This permit and activities hereunder are 
subject to all applicable Federal Statutes and 
Regulations, and state and local laws. 
 

All sales are final ~ NO REFUNDS 
 

Cut your tree early to avoid area closures 
due to weather 
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