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Forest Service Regional Leadership Positions Announced 
 

MISSOULA, Mt. – Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell announced changes to key leadership 
positions in the Missoula, Montana regional office that supports national forests and grasslands 
in North Dakota, South Dakota, north Idaho, and Montana.   
 
Jane Cottrell, currently Deputy Regional Forester will serve as the temporary Regional Forester 
until a permanent individual is named.  Ranotta McNair, currently Forest Supervisor of the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forest will come to Missoula serving as acting Deputy Regional Forester to 
working for Cottrell.   
 
“I know the regional leadership team believes Jane’s background and leadership skills provide a 
continuity of experience and dedication to the Northern Region’s stakeholders and employees,” 
said Chief Tidwell in naming Cottrell.  “Ranotta adds even more energy and that important Idaho 
perspective for our region’s activities,” Tidwell added. 
 
Originally from Tacoma Washington, acting Regional Forester Jane Cottrell attended 
Washington State University earning Bachelor of Science degrees in Forest Management and 
Outdoor Recreation Management.  She began her 27-year career as a forester on the Okanogan 
National Forest in Washington, going on to serve as district ranger on Utah’s Wasatch-Cache 
National Forest where she was extensively involved in the Forest Service’s 2002 Winter 
Olympics support programs.  Cottrell was Deputy Forest Supervisor on the Fremont-Winema 
National Forest in Oregon, Forest Supervisor on the Nez Perce Forest in Idaho in 2005 and came 
to Missoula as Deputy Regional Forester in 2008.  Jane Cottrell and her husband David Henifin 
have two daughters, Amanda and Miranda.    
 
Acting Deputy Regional Forester Ranotta McNair comes to the Northern Rockies regional office 
after eight years as the Idaho Panhandle National Forest Supervisors.  She has thirty-two years of 
experience with the Forest Service across three regions and six national forests.  McNair’s 
experience includes a variety of leadership roles in natural resource management as district 
ranger, regional staff officer, and forest supervisor positions in Oregon, Washington, North 
Carolina and Idaho.  McNair holds a bachelor’s degree from the Oregon State University School 
of Natural Resources.  She enjoys spending time with in the great outdoors with her husband 
Bob, daughter Courtney, son Alex and chocolate lab, Callie.   
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