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Introduction and Summary 
The National Wild and Scenic Rivers (W&SR) Act was signed in 1968 and provided a means to 
preserve forever, in a free-flowing condition, some of the nation’s most precious rivers.  This 
legislation established a National Wild and Scenic Rivers system.  To qualify, a river (or river 
segment) must be in a free-flowing condition and must be deemed to have one or more 
“outstandingly remarkable values” (ORV).  These values include scenic, recreational, geologic, 
fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values.  These values and their immediate 
environments shall be protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.  

Ottawa National Forest W&SR Background 
At time of approval, the 1986 Forest Plan outlined management area (MA) 9.2, which provided 
for protection and management of wild and scenic river study corridors.  As prescribed, 
management practices that could affect wild, scenic, or recreation river values were deferred 
until river studies could be completed.  Little or no vegetation manipulation, development, or 
capital investment occurred.  Existing conditions were to be maintained and influenced only by 
natural forces (1986 Forest Plan, page IV-201).   
 
The Ottawa National Forest (the Ottawa) rivers studied for possible inclusion in the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System were those identified in the US Department of Interior 
Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI), dated January 1982.  Eligibility and suitability analysis was 
documented in Appendix D of the FEIS for the 1986 Forest Plan.  At that time, all rivers listed 
on the NRI were considered and all, except the Yellow Dog and the mainstem of the Ontonagon 
River, were recommended for further study.  All NRI rivers on the Ottawa, regardless of 
recommendation, were protected due to their inclusion on the NRI list. 
 
In 1989 a wild and scenic inventory rivers report was prepared for Congress; it identified ORVs 
for each candidate river in accordance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (including the 
Yellow Dog and Ontonagon mainstem).  This report built on the earlier eligibility and suitability 
analysis completed during development of the 1986 Forest Plan.  The potential classification of 
each river was further refined.  The Michigan Scenic Rivers Act of 1991 dealt with all the 
candidate rivers in one of three ways:  

1. designation as wild, scenic or recreational;  
2. designation as a study river; or  
3. dropped from further consideration.   

This Act amounted to 308 miles of designated wild, scenic or recreational river segments and 
tributaries on the Black, Ontonagon, Paint, Presque Isle, Sturgeon and Yellow Dog Rivers, and 
192 miles of designated study rivers on segments or tributaries of the Brule, Ontonagon, Paint, 
Presque Isle and Sturgeon Rivers.  Only one river listed in the 1986 Forest Plan was dropped 
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from further consideration, the Ontonagon mainstem from the confluence of the East and West 
Branches to the river’s mouth.   

W&SR Eligibility Review as Part of Plan Revision 
Rivers identified in the NRI for the Ottawa have been designated, authorized for study, or 
dropped.  No other rivers have been identified by either the Secretary of Agriculture or Interior 
for study as a W&SR.  As part of Forest Plan revision, no further definition of potential eligible 
rivers is needed and suitability analysis of the designated study rivers is not required.  However, 
a review of the previous efforts and any changed conditions was completed and documented 
below. 
 
The Ontonagon mainstem is the only river from the Ottawa on the NRI that was dropped (three 
mile segment).  Although this river was removed from consideration in 1994 through 
Amendment 4 of the 1986 Forest Plan, a review of changed conditions to reassess eligibility of 
the river for study during Forest Plan revision was conducted.  The river was not recommended 
for further study in the 1986 Forest Plan FEIS since most of the river is located outside the 
Ottawa.  No landownership changes have occurred along this segment of the river.  In addition, 
there have not been any other changes that would improve eligibility since the original eligibility 
assessment in the early 1980s. 
 
A review of the designated study rivers confirms their continued eligibility for designation. 
 
See the management area map for a location of the designated (MA 8.1) and study (MA 9.2) 
Wild and Scenic Rivers. 
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