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Dear Interested Party: 

 
The Allegheny National Forest (ANF), Bradford Ranger District, is proposing the creation of a 
new trail that would connect the Rimrock Overlook to Kinzua Beach with the development of a 
low impact, non-motorized interpretive hiking trail. The trail will serve as an educational, 
historical, and environmentally friendly resource (see attached map). 
 
Background 
 
The current access between Rimrock Overlook and Kinzua Beach, requires either a trip by 
motorized vehicle via Route 59 or by hiking a difficult, unmarked forest path utilized only by the 
most experienced hikers. Presently, the unmarked forest path is an old railroad grade road, as 
well as the location of the spring water line that provides water to Kinzua Beach. Replacement of 
the water line will be taking place this spring; therefore, the goal is to complete construction of 
the trail as the water line is being replaced and its related disturbance rehabilitated. This would 
allow the trail to be constructed, while minimizing disturbance by utilizing an existing pathway. 
 
The creation of this trail will encourage visitor use and allow visitors to recreate on multiple 
locations from a single staging area at the Beach or Overlook, as well as provide interpretative 
and educational information to visitors about the rich history of the ANF and the local area. 
Visitors will be able to migrate east and west among the multiple locations with greater ease. 
Overall, this trail will increase tourism in the local area by connecting two key developed 
recreation sites on the ANF. 
 
Purpose and Need 
 
The purpose and need of this project is to increase tourism and visitor use in the local area by 
connecting two key developed recreation sites on the ANF that have been underutilized for at 
least the past 10 years. In addition, this project is focused on providing interpretive and 
educational information to visitors about the rich history of the ANF and the local area.  
 
This project meets the needs and goals identified the 2007 ANF Forest Plan, such as:  
 

• “Emphasize the development of a mapped, marked, and maintained trail system to 
minimize user conflicts, impacts to natural resources, respond to changing social needs, 
and increase access and linkages to communities, forest recreation sites, and special 
features” (ANF LRMP, p. 13). 

 



 

 

• “Forest infrastructure, including facilities and transportation systems, will provide a safe, 
efficient, and economical system that is responsive to public and administrative needs; 
having minimal adverse effects on ecological processes and ecosystem health, diversity, 
and productivity; and is in balance with needed management actions” (ANF LRMP, p. 
16). 
 

• “Manage the trail system to support a wide variety of recreation opportunities and 
settings”  
(ANF LRMP, p. 13). 
 

• “Maintain or enhance the quality of scenic resources including viewsheds, vista, 
overlooks, and special features (ANF LRMP, p. 13). 

 
Proposed Action 
 
The proposed action includes the following activities (see attached map for specific locations): 
(1) reconstruction of approximately 1.3 miles of an existing pathway to create a pedestrian 
hiking trail from Kinzua Beach Recreation Area to Rimrock Overlook Recreation Area, (2) 
placement of approximately 5 culverts with natural stone headwalls, (3) 150 linear feet of tread 
hardening, (4) development of a 12’x15’ information kiosk at Kinzua Beach, (5) development of 
a 15’x20’ handicapped accessible observation deck at the Kinzua Beach connection, and (6) 
development of a pinned stairway at the Rimrock Arch Bridge with a 18’x25’ one story Living 
Interpretive Tree House. The tree house will be positioned flush on the earth’s surface.  
 
Type of Analysis 
 
Preliminary analysis indicates this project may be excluded from further analysis and 
documentation in an environmental impact statement or environmental assessment pursuant to 
36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 220.6 and would fall within category 36 CFR 220.6 
(e)(1). This category allows the “Construction and reconstruction of trails.” This falls within the 
categories of actions for which a project or case file and a decision memo are required. This 
decision will not be subject to appeal. The analysis will consider whether extraordinary 
circumstances related to the proposed action warrant further analysis and documentation. 
Resource conditions that will be considered include: federally listed threatened or endangered 
species and Forest Service sensitive species; floodplains, wetlands, and municipal watersheds; 
Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, and National 
Recreation Areas; inventoried roadless areas; Research Natural Areas; and American Indian and 
Alaska Native religious/cultural sites, archaeological sites, and historical properties/areas (36 
CFR 220.6(b)). The mere presence of one or more of these conditions does not preclude use of 
the category. Rather, it is the degree of the potential effect that determines whether extraordinary 
circumstances exist. 
 
How to Comment 
 
Your comments are important to me in making a decision for this project. If you wish to 
comment, please send comments to Tonika Goins - Heath, Bradford Ranger District , 29 Forest 



 

 

Service Drive, Bradford, PA 16701, or by facsimile (814) 726-1465. For those submitting hand-
delivered comments, Allegheny National Forest Supervisor office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. You may submit oral comments during 
normal business hours via telephone (814) 728-6100. Electronic comments must be submitted in 
one of the following formats: e-mail message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), Word (.doc) 
or any software supported by Microsoft applications to comments-eastern-allegheny-
bradford@fs.fed.us. Comments should be postmarked or received by January 22, 2010. 
 
For more information, please contact Tonika Goins - Heath, District Recreation Team Leader, at 
(814) 363-6049. Thank you for your interest in the management of your national forest. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ Anthony V. Scardina 
ANTHONY V. SCARDINA 
District Ranger 
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