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Sturgeon Gorge Wilderness 
McCormick Wilderness 

Service Forest 

Three generations of McCormicks, the descendants of Cyrus McCormick, inventor of 
the reaping machine, held the deed to this area before Gordon McCormick willed the 
land to the U.S. Forest Service. McCormick Wilderness has recovered from the 
logging era that ended in the early 1900s. Today, you'll find a mixture of northern 
hardwoods and lowland conifers interspersed with small patches of towering white 
pine, Michigan's state tree. 

Straddling the divide between Lake Superior and Lake Michigan, this region ranges  
from nearly level terrain to rocky cliffs. McCormick's water is what draws most 
visitors, with the Huron, Dead, Peshekee, and the Wild and Scenic Yellow Dog 
Rivers all have part of their headwaters within the wilderness. Many cascading 
waterfalls on the Yellow Dog make it unnavigable. The Yellow Dog is one of few 
Eastern rivers designated "Wild." Eighteen small lakes add sparkle to the 
landscape. Trout, pike, and bass live here, but only in small numbers due to the 
less-than-fertile waters.  

The three-mile White Deer Lake Trail connects County Road 607 to White Deer 
Lake where the McCormick estate once stood. Remnants of old, unmaintained trails 
can sometimes be found, but the rest of the Wilderness is fairly rugged, isolated, 
unspoiled, and relatively difficult to access. 

 Welcome to the 
McCormick  
Wilderness  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individuals’ in-
come is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimina-
tion, write to USDA, Director of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

What is Wilderness? 
 
“A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his own works dominate 
the landscape, is recognized as an area where the earth and community of life are 
untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain...which is 
protected and managed to preserve its natural condition.” 
 

—The Wilderness Act of 1964 
 
 
Wilderness is Congressionally designated public land that is managed in accordance 
with the Wilderness Act of 1964 to “ensure an enduring resource of Wilderness for 
present and future generations.”  Wilderness areas are places where natural processes 
take precedent; and managed so that nature remains substantially unchanged by 
human use.   


