
                                          
ORDER NUMBER:  09 - 004 

 

ORDER OF THE FOREST SUPERVISOR 
RESTRICTING OCCUPANCY AND USE, TO WIT: 

 

 

USE OF SNOWMOBILES 
ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST 

PENNSYLVANIA 
 

 

Under the authority of the Act of Congress dated June 4, 1897, as amended (16 USC 551) and the 
Secretary of Agriculture’s regulation 36 CFR 261.50 (a) and (b), the following acts or omissions are 
prohibited on  the Allegheny National Forest, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 
 
 
 

1. Possession and/or use of a snowmobile on all National Forest System Roads and Trails EXCEPT for 
those designated as open to such vehicles.  [36 CFR 261.54(a)]  [36 CFR 261.55(b)] 

 
2. Possession and Use of a snowmobile off of National Forest System Roads EXCEPT on those trails 

designated for snowmobile use. [36 CFR 261.56] 
 
3.  Possession or use of a snowmobile on any National Forest System lands or roadways outside of the 

designated snowmobile use season as defined below. 
  [36 CFR 261.53(a)][36 CFR 261.55(b)][36 CFR 261.56] 
 

 
 

DEFINITIONS: 
 

1. Snowmobile:  A motor driven vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice of a type which utilizes 
sled type runners or skis, or an endless belt tread, or any combination of these, or other similar 
means of contact with the surface upon which it is operated. 

2. Designated snowmobile use season:  Snowmobiles may be operated on the designated trail 
system on the Allegheny National Forest starting at 5:00 PM on the Friday immediately 
following the close of Pennsylvania’s rifle deer hunting season in mid-December until April 1 of 
the following calendar year. 

 
 

 

THIS RESTRICITION IS NECESSARY TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY. THEY 
ARE IN ADDITION TO THE GENERAL PROHIBITIONS SET FORTH IN 36 CFR PART 261. THE 
PROHIBITIONS WILL BE IN EFFECT FROM THE DATE OF THIS ORDER UNTIL 
SPECIFICALLY WITHDRAWN BY TERMINATION ORDER OF THE FOREST SUPERVISOR. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order # 09-04   
 Use of Snowmobiles 

 
 
 

Pursuant to 36 CFR 261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from this order: 
  

1. Persons with a permit authorizing the otherwise prohibited act or omission. 
2. Any Federal, State, or local officer or member or an organized rescue or firefighting force in 

the performance of an official duty. 
 
Violation of either of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5000 for an individual or 
$10,000 for an organization or imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, or both, under authority of 
Title 16 USC 551, Title 18 USC 3559 and 3571.   
 
Done at Warren, Pennsylvania this _____day of _____________, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Leanne M. Marten 
Forest Supervisor 
Allegheny National Forest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

                                                                  
Statement of Need 

The purpose of this order is to maintain a safe and snowmobile trail system on the Allegheny National 
Forest.   
 
Snowmobile use is restricted to the designated snowmobile trail system in order to protect various 
resources that have the potential to be harmed by disturbance during the winter months by snowmobile 
use. 
 
Restricting snowmobile use also minimizes user conflicts and increases the safety of both snowmobilers 
and other forest visitors and employees.  Individuals seeking a non-motorized experience on the 
National Forest  are able to identify those areas where they will not encounter winter motorized use.  On 
those trail sections located on roadways the posting of a designated trail system allows notification to 
other users of National Forest system roads to the probable presence of snow machines so that they may 
take necessary added precautions when using the road system. 
 
This order replaces the order restricting use of snowmobiles, ATVs, and off-road motorcycles dated 
May of 2000.  ATV  and other motor vehcile use restrictions are now covered by the issuance of the 
Motor Vehcile Use Map and a Forest Supervisor’ closure order restricting their use is no longer needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


