
Castle Hot Springs - Existing Vision 

Our community has a vision to maintain our remote yet reachable lifestyle, yet we also recognize 
that recreational use will increase and needs to be accommodated. This is not only an 
enforcement issue for the BLM, Yavapai and Maricopa counties, and the City of Peoria, but also 
an increasing social issue for our community. With this in mind, our community embraces the 
following as a means to maintain our way of life, as well as deal with increased outside pressure: 

• Existing, historically described roads on BLM land must be mapped, legally described, 
and dedicated so as to ensure that residents and property owners can continue to access 
and use their lands into perpetuity. 

• We need to seriously consider a recreational-user fee, earmarked for the local 
community, imposed on non-residents to help fund the substantially increasing costs 
associated with recreational uses. 

• Existing roads (whether public, private, or easement) located in areas subject to 
occasional inundation will be exempt from permitting requirements for continued 
maintenance in this area. 

• In considering changes in the use of private property in this area, the county or city will 
not be permitted to consider federal goals and objectives for the surrounding property. 

• All federal lands in the Lake Pleasant area are to be treated the same as private property 
with regard to obtaining new or perfecting existing legal and physical access. 

• Mineral rights retained by BLM in this area under private property will be transferred 
gratis to the surface owners. 

• We want a community-based stewardship group to proactively plan and later provide 
expertise, labor, and cultural wisdom with BLM on all recreational uses, including but 
not limited to non-motorized and motorized trails. 

• Many of the existing water wells are in the "younger alluvium" as currently defined by 
recent case law. 

• Encourage the re-establishment of a northern loop road around Lake Pleasant linking to 
Table Mesa Road at I-17 for health/safety/welfare purposes. 

• Target shooting needs to be encouraged in appropriate and safe areas. Our community is 
willing, as a stewardship group, to counsel BLM on appropriate areas for target shooting. 

• Encourage appropriate discreet cell-site development to provide for better law 
enforcement telecommunications.  
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