ANACONDA, MONT.

“'l‘housmuls ‘of ‘acres ' of . valuahle

{

,‘holdings ot government and prl-

: "‘wolking day and night to keep
ﬂres in check._l.emhi forelt the-
‘uerious condi-f

'blatest to renort
. tions—-Heavy raln needed. .

. GovERNMENT ALARMED.

Washmgton, Aug 4,—~The current
‘year threatens to-be one of the most
disastrous to -the national  forests
. from fites in the hlstory of the-coun-
try hecause-of .drouth in the West:
Officials  of .the forest service have.
F decided to adopt energetic: measures.
| Secretary Wilson.iof” the depart-
- ment of -agriculture, “whe: is' in.the
. West on. a tour.of, inspectl&m the:
forest reserves, has. expressed a will=
ingness, according to. reports to' the
forest ” servxce, to.incur a deficiency
if necessary in the appropmation to
.fight the fires:

.The-danger is: especmlly acute in
) Western Montana and Northern .
‘Idaho. - . v

Special: Dlspatch to: the: Standatd;
Missoula, Aug. 4. ~~Astounding are
the figures given.' out here at the forest
vserv1ce headquarters today: concermng
the losses by forest. fires in-the several
reserves under the- Jurlsdxc’uon of field
digtrict " No. 1 with eadquarters m

W
“stuceéssful “in halding thé'“flames in
a grea,t many places and prevented a
miich’ lalger logs; the situgtionis stili
acute,and a soaking rain is ‘the only
thing that can save the remamder of



- West On. 4 ToUr O .ANSPecuiull L. Lue
forest reserves, has. expressed a will-
ingness; according to reports to the
forest servxce, to -incur a deficieney
if necessary in the approprlatlon to
‘fight the fires.
. The: danger is espemally acute in
| Western .. Montana. and Northern .
‘Ida.ho - L i .

Special Dispatch to the: Standard
“Missoula, Aug 4—-Astounding are
the ﬁgures gwen out here at the forest
serv1ce headqgarters today. concerning
the losses by forest ﬁres in the severa.
er:

acute and a soaklng Tain is the only
thing that. can save the remainder of
the' timber if the: high Wmdg anﬂ Jhot
weather continue

One F*lre Stopped.

The onlv rain reported . of any ‘con-~
sequence within the-last 60 days was
at Séeley lake last night, when a:good
shower subdued  the flames so ‘that
they weré under control tonight. In
the' forest west and south several nhew
fireg  are reported tonight and-a call
for at léast another 100 men has been
made;  To add to the above figures to
arrive: at a total loss and burned area
in district No..1;the local officials figure
conservatively: that reports . from the
Goeur d’Alene forest will  show 8,000
acrésburned over; a loss of: $200 000 and
fighiing expense of $15;000." Add these
figures to the others, bothi for the gov-
ernment and private holdmgs, and the
following enormous resulf is obtained:

~Total, drea burned over, 125,070
acres.

ZTotal 10ss -0f- tlmber, $705 000 ’

{"Total expense-of: fire fighting, $72,000.

" With :these figures 'staring ‘them in
the. face ‘forest ofﬁcer have-little cen-
¢ 1 ' rk: tonight, as
es’ and- several
new ‘onés requu-e an.army ‘of men to
be., effectlve Much. is “beiiig': saved,
however, and" n fact if the v1g11aneﬂ
of the men weére to 'be abated for-a day
‘es ‘burmqg now to

The government holdings along thi
Regis :river have had seven - serlou
fires, -which -covered ‘an area- of 3,00
acres, the most. serious ones being th
Hilda creek and--Deéminion creék . Rres
where 100,000,000 feet of walnable tim
ber is being exposed The fire alony
Trout creek, which ' started on th
other side of Montana-Idaho di
vide, covers an’ ; of 2,000 acres ang
is threatening 300,000;000 fegt ‘of com
mercjal. timber. Aitogether there. ar
within the forest reserves- of distric
No. 1 nine fires known that are no
under control.” The ‘host serious one
are the Nine Mile and Trout creel
fires.  The Nine Mile fire has burne
over an area of 3,000 acres and is stil
devastatihg -the vieinity."

The newest fire tonight ang one tha
is probably started in some of thé bés
timbér of this whole country,s ip th

T.amhi fnaract tha ward Anrindg 3In fran




e 10TeSt - WesSt alld soutll several new
fire§aré reportéd tomght and a call
for-at léast another 100 men has been
made:. To add to the above figures to
arrive: at a total'loss and burned area
in a@istrict No. 1; the local officials figure
congervatively that reports . from the
Coeur d’Alene forest will ' show 8,000
acrés burned over; a 1oss of $200 000 and
fighting expense: of - $15;000. " Add these
figures to the others, both for the gzov-
ernment and private hold\mgs, and the
following enormous result is obtained:

~Total.  drea burned over,. 125,070

acres.
. $705 000

; 'Total 1loss -ofiti
Total ‘experise:
With these. figu

the face ‘forest o

couragem\mt in't

: tomght as
5 o8 zmd ‘Beveral
new ‘ones’ requn'e An my of men to
be: effective; beiiig saved,
however;’ and ,the v1g11ancp
of the men wer
there are enougl
BWeep the who

The government holdings along thé St
Regis river have had . seéven- serlou
fires, .which - covered -an - areg- of 3,00
acres, the most. serious ones heing th
Hilda creek and- ‘Doeminjon cresk fires
where 100,000,000 feet of wvaluable tim
ber is being‘ exposed.: The fire alony
Trout  creek, which

vide, covers an’ ;. of 2,000 acres any
is threatening §00 000;000 fest 'of com
mercial tlmber Altogether there ar
within the forest reserves. of distric
No. 1 nine fires known that are: no
under control..'The most serious one
are the Nine Mile and Trout créel
fires, . The Nine Mile fire has burne:
over an area of 3,000 acres and is stil
devastating -the -vicinity.:

The newest fire tonight afgd one: tha
is probably started in some of the bés
timbér of this whole countrydis in th
Lemhj forest, the word coming 'in fron
Shoupe, Idaho: This is one of the mos
remote forests and the direé¢tion of th
fire is bringing it into. the hea,d of th:
Bitter Rpot valley,.

Want More Men.

Rangers from- the ‘more remote 4dis
tricts of the Clearwater forest sent re
quests tonight for 50 -more men and :
similar call came from thé Tewis anc
Clark reserve. Employment agents a
Spokane havé been asked  to furnisl
this supply tomorrow. -To add: to th:
smoke that-has, settled thickly in th
Missoula valley and about: the city,
prairie fire bufned over the ‘whols o
Mount Jumbo last night and today
The fire started:on-the east side of th
big hill last night .and slowly  sprea
‘and burned over ‘the: top and down thi

|| slope towards. Misseila. . The smok

‘is 8o thick here today that Jumbo cal
scarcely be seen,:but at nignt the _blaz'
was very vivides/There wag no timbe




