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Appendix E: Plant Rarity Rankings 
Global and State and California Native Plant Society 
(CNPS) Rarity Rankings1

Global Ranking - The global rank (G-rank) is a reflection of the overall condition of an 
element throughout its global range. 

 

G1 = Less than 6 viable element occurrences (EOs) OR less than 1,000 individuals OR 
less than 2,000 acres. 

G2 = 6-20 EOs OR 1,000-3,000 individuals OR 2,000-10,000 acres. 

G3 = 21-80 EOs OR 3,000-10,000 individuals OR 10,000-50,000 acres. 

G4 = Apparently secure; this rank is clearly lower than G3 but factors exist to cause some 
concern; i.e., there is some threat, or somewhat narrow habitat. 

G5 = Population or stand demonstrably secure to ineradicable due to being commonly 
found in the world. 

State Ranking - The state rank (S-rank) is assigned much the same way as the global rank, 
except state ranks in California often also contain a threat designation attached to the S-rank. 

S1 = Less than 6 EOs OR less than 1,000 individuals OR less than 2,000 acres 

S1.1 = very threatened 

S1.2 = threatened 

S1.3 = no current threats known 

S2 = 6-20 EOs OR 1,000-3,000 individuals OR 2,000-10,000 acres 

S2.1 = very threatened 

S2.2 = threatened 

S2.3 = no current threats known 

S3 = 21-80 EOs or 3,000-10,000 individuals OR 10,000-50,000 acres 

S3.1 = very threatened 

S3.2 = threatened 

S3.3 = no current threats known 

S4 = Apparently secure within California; this rank is clearly lower than S3 but factors 
exist to cause some concern; i.e. there is some threat, or somewhat narrow habitat. NO 
THREAT RANK. 

S5 = Demonstrably secure to ineradicable in California. No Threat Rank. 

                                                 
1 Definitions are located on-line at the following websites 
       http://www.cnps.org/cnps/rareplants/inventory/names.php  
       http://www.cnps.org/cnps/rareplants/inventory/ranking_system_mods.php  

http://www.cnps.org/cnps/rareplants/inventory/names.php�
http://www.cnps.org/cnps/rareplants/inventory/ranking_system_mods.php�
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CNPS List  
List 1A: Plants Presumed Extinct in California 

List 1B: Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California and Elsewhere 

List 2: Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California, But More Common 
Elsewhere 

List 3: Plants About Which We Need More Information - A Review List 

List 4: Plants of Limited Distribution - A Watch List  

Threat Code extensions and their Meanings: 
1 - Seriously endangered in California  

2 – Fairly endangered in California  

3 – Not very endangered in California  
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Appendix F: Noxious Weed Ratings 
California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) Ratings  

• High – These species have severe ecological impacts on physical processes, plant and 
animal communities, and vegetation structure. Their reproductive biology and other 
attributes are conducive to moderate to high rates of dispersal and establishment. Most 
are widely distributed ecologically.  

• Moderate – These species have substantial and apparent—but generally not severe—
ecological impacts on physical processes, plant and animal communities, and vegetation 
structure. Their reproductive biology and other attributes are conducive to moderate to 
high rates of dispersal, though establishment is generally dependent upon ecological 
disturbance. Ecological amplitude and distribution may range from limited to widespread.  

• Limited – These species are invasive but their ecological impacts are minor on a 
statewide level or there was not enough information to justify a higher score. Their 
reproductive biology and other attributes result in low to moderate rates of invasiveness. 
Ecological amplitude and distribution are generally limited, but these species may be 
locally persistent and problematic.  

California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) 
Ratings 

A – An organism of known economic importance subject to state (or commissioner when 
acting as a state agent) enforced action involving: eradication, quarantine, containment, 
rejection or other holding actions. 

B – An organism of known economic importance subject to: eradication, containment, 
control or other holding action at the discretion of the individual county agricultural 
commissioner. 

C – An organism subject to no state enforced action outside of nurseries except to retard 
spread. At the discretion of the commissioner. 
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