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Gallatin National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan:

Proposed Fire Management Amendment
SCOPING NOTICE

May 14, 2009

Proposed Amendment - Purpose and Need
The Gallatin National Forest is proposing an amendment to Forest Plan direction for managing wildland fires with the goal of aligning the language in the 1987 Forest Plan with the language and intent of the Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy (2001, rev. 2009).  The proposed Fire Management Amendment would allow a District Ranger and staff, and other local agency partners, to make the site-specific decisions to support firefighter and public safety, and evaluate fire management options that include resource management objectives.
Key changes that are being proposed include the following:

(  The proposed amendment would allow the use of fire as a management tool outside of wilderness areas, when and where appropriate, to achieve natural resource objectives where we haven’t had the option before.    

(  The proposed amendment would update fire management terminology found in the 1987 Forest Plan, such as “control, confine, or contain”, and better reflect current Forest Service policies for fire management.

What would not change :

(   All fires will be actively managed, including a strong initial attack/initial fire “size-up”.  The initial fire size-up will provide fire managers site-specific information to support firefighter and public safety, and evaluate fire management options along with resource management objectives.  Determinations on how to manage fires will be made on a case by case basis depending on location, predicted weather, availability of fire fighting resources, local conditions and what ecological objectives might be gained by a fire in a certain area.

(   There will be no change to the management of human-caused fire.  All human-caused wildfires would continue to be suppressed with the fewest negative consequences with respect to firefighter and public safety.

(  The Forest Service will continue to collaborate and cooperate with our local agency fire management cooperators and partners.
(   There would be no change to the fire response on non-federal lands that the Gallatin National Forest has primary protection responsibility.  The proposed amendment changes would apply only on all National Forest System lands within the Gallatin National Forest.
(   Fire management would continue to be responsive to the goals, standards and objectives described in the current FP.

(   There would be no change to using prescribed fire as a tool to achieve resource objectives as provided in the 1987 Forest Plan.  
(   There would be no change to the fuel treatment objectives and options provided in the 1993 Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness and 1997 Lee Metcalf Wilderness guidebooks (e.g., utilizing management-ignited fire for fuel management needs within the wilderness areas).  

(   This proposed amendment would not change the goods and services specific to other resource management areas of the 1987 Forest Plan.
Decisions to be made
The decision to be made would be whether to revise the current Forest Plan standards as proposed, or through developing another alternative, or not at all (No Action).   

Contact Information
Please respond with your written comments by June 4, 2009 to the address below:

Gallatin National Forest

Attention:  Julie Shea, Fire Management Amendment Team Leader

10 East Babcock

Bozeman, Montana  59715                         






For additional information, contact Julie Shea at (406) 587-6706.

