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Aldo Leopold Propo'u the CU... Wll~rDeU Area

In 1921 a n.ev l~a tor .pedal ac4 .0000vbat restrlcted \Ulfl of large

lIOde'l'eloped areu 10 natlonal parks ac4 tore,ts vas publ1el,. propo.ed b"

• tore.ter vbo dCaflrru the t1tle, "Father ot the llat10nal Fore.t W1l4er-

IICU Sy.telll." Aldo Leopold had J01ned the Forest Serr1ce 10 1909 and

..... eo ardent Gdvoeate of roadlees pre.crrcs tor b1g game, as vell .. a

profesllonally tralned torester. He had extenelve experlence ln tbe

SOutblrcet and had lened on the Dat1l Natlonal Forest 1n Nev Mexico.

1.1. marrlage to the daughter of a prom.1oent local stocltCll.l1, vho Vb one

ot the Il'sz1na permittees on the Datil Forest, further deepened bls roots

ln the State.

Wltb.1o the boundaries of the tornt vas a rel.s.tlnly undeveloped

&rea (oow 1nelUlUll. 10 the cna National Forest) or canyollS, platea\UI and

lIOWlte:loB near1¥ 700,000 acres 1n .lte. '!'hl. to?ogrc.pb.1c l:llL:e Vb by 00

.llI:IS cOCiJletely Wlt.oucbed. Cl1tt dvellings of preb.1storlc ItId10..0s vere

tound. 10 Sflftral loeations. It bad beeo roac.1ng gTOWId tor the Apache

Illd1ans, and 10 the early nlnetecotb century vaa heIlYU,. trapped tor

furll by such Ml'eotW"crs III J~, Oh10 Pattie. Pattie's reco.--d ot tb.e

Vest Fork of the Clla RlTer vltb1.u the UI1devcloped reglon about 1830

descrlbed lUllb lltaodll ot Il.Otouebed natll'C gra'I;lCG. 10 the 1810'. TeX8.ll1

bad. brouebt lOU&born cattle loto tbo regl00 \fblch, together vith other
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Datil aDd QUa forestl. Tbe gOftrtl1llel1t bad lI.tabU.bed. a allit&Q' cu·

alry outpost at Ilot Springs well vUhin the TeglOZ1. A crude vagOD road

bI4 been eoo.at.rueted to thlll base througll Copp 1'08 Canyon. Loae: after

tile c:a11l.l.:r7 bad departed, tbb outpOst area VCl3 settled by boll:ll!lteader.

vbo obtained legal oomerlhlp or land plots ttlrough the 1906 Il.o..e.tead

Act. A fev other cabins vere seattered 1n too general .reglcm.

Tbe area vaa tsecntlal1y II wildemel. to Leopold who bad explored

it thoTov&h1¥ on huntillg, tbbing, aod official trips. It"... rov.ghl)"

50 1Il11ee 1000 and 20 1I.11es vide &lid lpclud.ed. OTer 1,000 sqU4re IIliles or

lell1-Tirgl11 'te'rrl'\:.Ory. Leopold vaa e.o authentic: .portlf:Olln, a keetl ob-

,crYer, and deeply apprec10ted the recreatloolll Tallie. or the Gila vll-

4erneu. It YU Dot WlWlWll, therefore, .,Dell. an auto rood vu proposed

tllto this area about 1918, tl;lat be should. protest the opeu1ni up or vbat

be cODdde~ to be tbe last great vllderoclI8 or the Soutbvut. To

Leopold II l.e.rge part or the hunting experieoee VIlS the peo.elt1ng and cacp~

lag in recote areas entirely dependent on 1nd11'1duo.l ettort tor lun11't1J..

BIl :real1zed tbat the opportunity tor tb1G actirlty would be dil:l.1nhhcd

by c1rtl1zed de1'clopments and torelall itl dilSppesrOoZlcc 1n other lec-

Uona ot the \leat. His 11te vall so closely attached to the reg10n that

be deterc1ncd to to.ke act10:l sgainst tbc road pleDlI. He, tberetore,

proposed timt the &:ree, tor vh1cb tbcre IlU no ex1st1na: ecODolll.1c del:lllDd

except grn:.1.af:, be otficially dell1e:nated as a wll4.erneu w1thin the na-

Uonal torect nnd kept t:ree ot road conatruction and recreat10n denlop-

IICntl.

Wllderne811 ATe,.. Shc and Purposes Detined

The Coo,gress1onal e.pproprlntlon ot $13,900,000 tor to:reat road and



bellet 1D the need tor elltabl.bh1.ug v114eruess recreation areu. 'rile

Idea, u 1Dd1cated 10 h1s tlTlt1o&.1 vq the result ot pereonal recrea·

UOIJ experiences in areas lvge enough to contalo a tvo-veell:: huot1tlg or

nsb1.og trip 00 borsebe.ek. plus a resentment e.ga1Ilst the possible lntru-

l10a ot l.e.rge nWllbers ot tourlllt.. into a ta"orite recreation region.

Leopold suggested that one lvgc torest area [onr 500,000 aeres] ot

411ltlDcthe recreational l'alue in ee.eb (western] state ,bould be kept

tree ot roads and other modern 4e't'elopment,. It vq a practical coa·

cept. be belie"ed, s1tlce it in.oh'ed only a e-.1.1 traction ot total na-

tioaa1. torest acreage. aod turthenDOre. there vere sutt1eient \lDde...eloped

are.. lett vhieb vould be naturally dittieult to de"elop tor industrial

loggins purposes. In e ..enee, the idea v.. a protest ae:ainst the aceOll-

pani..entll or a>torized recreation. When the proposal was lII84e to otber

toresters (1ID.IlY lukewarm to the idea) in their llrotessional JOurDal. it

proYoked little reepoose.2

Indo Leopold, "TIle Wllderne.. and Its Place io Forest Recreaf.ion
Po11cy," JOW'llal of Yorestry, XXIX (1921), 718.121.

2zxeerpts b'oIIl the article tirst propOs1cg vUderness areas on na
tional torest 1.aI:Ids to11.ov:

"But it (the Yorest 5er'Tice' s early promise to open up and \l&e na-.
tional. torests] bas already gone tar enough to raise the question or
"bethel' the policy or de"elopment ••• should eontiDue to go...ern in ab
solutely e...ery instance, or vhether t~ prineiple or higbellt use doe.
DOt itllel.t delllll.nd -that representathe portioDs or SOlZ rorests be pre
serl'ed &lJ vUderness .••• LeJraentations o"er this or that ta"onte .a
cation ground be1ng "spoiled by tourists" and beeolll1ng IlIDre and IlOre
frequent .•••

"Seretotore, ve M...e been inclined to ..SUJ:le that our recreational
de"elOPlleot poliey I:lIl.llt be based on the desire, and needs ot the aaJor
ity OClly•••• Inaa=h as we ba"c plenty 01' rOO1ll and plenty or t1me,
it 18 our duty ••• to 1llCet needs and de8ire, or the ainority also.
ETeryone knOllS that the Ifationnl Forest8 will supply D d.eerclalng but
1tleUlaustible nUlllber ot 1I1l11l1.l. patches or rou,gb COUIltry whleb 11111 re~ln

practieally in a wlldernesll condition•••• They vill alve.ys be big
enOU6h tor ClIql1nS, but they vill tend to gl"0II too sJ:la11 tor a real

r



kTertbeleas, Leopold lleCured the appronJ. or Frank C. W. Pooler,

41atX'kt t'oreaU!r ot' kif Ne.dco aDd Al"1z;0lla. tentatively to drav tbe

AI1 area or 695,296 IICreS vaa appro't'ed by Pooler DO JuDe 3, 1924. 'dL1a

aev pro't'1alanal. polky or laDd lIII!lWIgelllll!ot vas inaugurated by the 41s_

trict ot't'ice rltbou.t vritten appro1"8J. or 41aapproTal. at' the plllD he.

Vtulh1ngton; bowevcr, it vas appro't'ed by Pooler as a recreational. plan,

which vaa vithin his authority.

other t'arest district.8 in the West also 88>1' _rit 10 designation

ot.areas vhich could be eotered as -roe.dless- in recreation plllDs, aod

by 1925 there vere t'he s1~lar areas established by district actloa DO·

natioual torests. These vere the Grand. Tetoos (O(llf a ll&tional park),

the '!'Wo-OCeM Pass country (O(llf the Teton Prill.1t1.'t'll Area), the Absaroka

rorest between Boulder creek Md lell(llfstone Park (n(llf the Absaroka Pri.

ithe Area), the Middle Fork country at the S8.lmon Ri't'er 1D ceotral

Idaho (O(llf the Idaho Primitlve Areal, and parts or the Clearwater couatry

vi14erne8s trip.
-By 'vilderness' I .ean a cont1Duoua stretch ot country preserred io

its oatural state, open to l&vtul huntina and tlsh1na:, big enovgb. to ab
sorb a two weeks pack trip, and kept devoid or meda, artiticlal tz'e.1.ls.
eottae;es or the vorks at t:tIlJ •••• First, such 1I"11derness areas should
occupy olll.y a saall f'r8ctiou or the total t'orest area__probably DOt to
exceed one in eo.eb State. second, OIJly those &:rees naturally d1.t'f"ieult
at ord.1nary industrial developl'lt!ot IlboW.d be chosen. 'l'h1rd, each area
.hould be represeoutiTe ot' some kind or country ot dlstioctlve reerea
tiOD&1 value, or at1'0rd. Ilome d1stlneti't'e type at' outdoor lU'e. oppor
tun1ty t'or vhicb Mght 41eappear On other torests lands OpeD to 1DdIla
trial develop::ICDt•••• The IIlSl1 vho vc.nto a vU.derness trip YO.D.ta Dot
only scenery, buntlng. tlshing, isolation, ete., but alao the boraes,
pa.cking, rid1na, daUy movellO:!lot ao.d 't'8riety touud oaly in a trip tbrougb.
& big streteb at 111M country••••

'"The entire erea ls grued· by cattle, but tbe cattle rancher vould
be an asset trOl!l the reereat1oaal. llt0.n4point because at the: interest
which be attaches to cattle grulng operat1ODS under troatier condi
tions •••• '!'be G11& 18 the last typico.l vlldel'Oe.. lll. the &outllllea
llOUDt8in•• -
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1D Maotaoa (nov in the Bob Marabe.l.l. W11.dernen Area). 5e'fer&l other.

vue ill the planning stage 111 nortbwe8~ -.Dd. eautorn1e. ne.tlooal tot'

e.t,. '!'bey were selected as a.reas t.e.porarll.y J:'estrleted trom road aDd

.u-.er bollle development rather than to represent & posltlYe nev polleT

of uae. The purpose vas to rlthbold. deTelop.eut~1mtl1 the Wilderness

idea bad an opportunit.y to cqstalll_ into & det1nlte polle:y Wider which

IIOU def'1ni t.e p18ll1l could be -.de.

Pupite Leopold' a COl:Ivic:tiOll8 and the UIlpubl1clzed effort. by 8l,1per

nlora of sen:ral national f'oreEts to slow dDwn development Il.l1d 1URL1t

wlld-erness demand, there vas little public resctloa. The Natlooal. Coo

terence OIl Outdoor Recreation, COI1Yening tor tbe t'irst tll1:1e 10 192" to

dlllCUllG all phases or outdoor recreation, nC'rer _ntlOfted the idea ot

wilderness reservations.

Leopold' B Cstnpalgn to P'reserYe a System ot 1Jlldernes8 Areas

It V88 1925 before vllderuess as a land use CODcept begM. to !Eke

headway In thP. pU1)l1c cOllsclOU1Qea8 fl.lJd in the tbinking or the Forester'.

ott"1ce in Wll.8h1t18ton. Th1s vas pr1111lU'1.lJr becll.UlJe of Leopold's efforts.

b that year he vrote four articles urgiDg II'1lderuen area establ1Bh=n't;

ODe for the Amer1can Forestll and Forest L1fe 1lepZ1ne, later reproduced

10 the Literary Digest; one for Sunset, a. vid.elJr read cel.1t'ornia 1l8gll

doe. another for a. profes.iooal. publicB:tion. the Jourual of Land. al)d.

PublIc UtIlity Econo~CBi and another for the io-serYice Bulletin dis

tributed to Forellt SerTice employees. 1[1s eBsays expl&1ned the neces

.ity for vildernces area. recogn1tiOD--tb1B tl~ for both park and forest

landa. National. fore8t vlldernc.'JII re.crratIODS. be .ugge8ted, vou1d. be

eepecially Taluable to v11dernes. bunters. SIa11ar desIgaatlOll. in na_

tional. perk8 voul.d serYe all other kinds of .,11derne88 lo~r:l. He aoked



for publ1c response either tor or ll6lliD&t ros4less playgrounds siDee goT-

em.eat lI&~neies could Dot pre~r?e such areas without so_ :lndJ.catioo r4

eeaeral de~.l lD tbe maga.z1oe "'-ericac Forest. IIlDd Forest LU'e2 spe-

citic proposals "cr~ WIde, sucb as: 'l'be wilderness enrlron.ent 1s JU&t

... illpOrtant as the buntine aDd fishing opportunity; timber cutUQ&

IboUld QOt be alloved 1C it leaTes lDOtor roed& 10 Its lI'll.ke; l.ootovta.

trails, aDd pbone Hnes, but not roade, sbou.ld be peraitted tor tire

protecUoo ot wUd~rne88 areas (Be qualified this to allow rooda 10 rtl

urness it tire control >tas otherw1se i~sslble); timber productlon IIlDd

ntersbed protection =ust always be the prluary purposes ot national tor.

uta, but recreation 18 an l~rt&nt public serT1ce whlcb should also be

prodded; pr1Tll.te lends insid~ desire.ble vilderness are&6 shoul.d be ae·

lI.u1red by the public lIgency cooeerned; wildernesa cannot be re-created

ODce it 18 delltrOy~d. Do:I=lltic lltock. grazlng vall not lllelltloaed but bad

been spproTed tor "llderacss areas in 1921 all part ot the indigenous

~OP01d, -The Lut Stanl1 ot the Wilderoe8S,~ American FOTestll Illld
rorellt Lite, XXXI (1925), 600: "A natiooa.l policy to%' the elltabl1shment
ot vilderness recreotiOD grounds woull1 In IlOlllC iD!!lta.nces be ~a.sy to put
1tlto operation it ve act at ODe'll. The Natioaal Foreets and Parks st1ll
eoot.a1u a tev splenl1id ueae at relatiTc1y lov T'&lue tor other purpollell.
whieb could 'be readily lIe£l'cg4ted IIltI roa4l.ess playgrOUDd.s. Vlldeme..
IZ'estf In the RationoJ. Forellts wO\lld serTe elipeeioJ.ly the "ilderncss
hunter, since huntlne; is Qot 1Iolld. sbO\lld oat be allo-Jed in tbe Parks. on
the other bII.Dd, w11derneso ueas In the NatiODa.l Parks would BerTe all
Utlda ot ,,11dernelll 10Tera except the bunter. lD general, I bel1e...e
that both the' Forec:t SerTice acd thc Park SerTice would be receptiYe to
the "ildernellll idea, but neither CaD be expected to execute It w1th the
I1&Or and despateh nccessary to lIave the situation, unlus they CaD
poiDt to a dotinite cryotallized public ~lOiMd for euch actiou. The
publ1e 'beiDg etill lugo::ly uncoo6c10ue that the cod at the ,,11d pla.c:ea
1e iD dght, there ie .. yet no artteulo.te public exprese1.ou tor or
'6;a1.o11t the wllderacllS plan. HeMvblle the rn.a1ning ..,11d areae in
both tbe FO%'eate aDd Parke are beiog pushed back by road COllOtruction
at a Tery rapid rate--eo ro.pid that unlees eo:r.etbing 1s done, the large
&rea, at w11tierneee v111 lDOotly d1eappclU' "ltbin the n~xt decllde.~

2Ib1d•• pp. m-6d..
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