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August 11, 2009 

Suzanne C. Rainville, Forest Supervisor 

Payette National Forest 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

800 West Lakeside Avenue 

McCall,ID 83638-3602 


Dear Ms. Rainville: 

This letter is to confirm that Mr. Paul Wik, Washington Department of F ish and Wildlife 

(WDFW) Assistant District Biologist for the Hells Canyon area, has and will continue to 

act as Washington's authorized representative under the Memorandum of Understanding 

(FS Agreement No. 08-MU-II041200-001). Additionally, Mr. Wik can and will 

continue to utilize WDFW's Bighorn Sheep Manager, Dr. Donny Martorello, as a subject 

matter expert in the area of bighorn sheep management. Please feel free to contact Philip 

Anderson, WDFW Interim Director, at (360) 902-2720, for additional information. 


Thank you for providing the opportunity to assist in this important forest planning 

process that impacts Washington and several other western states. 


Sincerely,

/), -fta · 
~ ~c4'«' 
Christine O. Gregoire 

Governor 


cc: 	 Philip Anderson, Interim Director, Washington Department ofFish and Wildlife 

Paul Wik, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Dr. Donny Martorello, Washington Department ofFish and Wildlife 
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FS Agreement No. OB-MU-II041200-001 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 


THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

AND 
FOREST SERVICE, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


PAYEUENATIONAL FOREST 


This 'f\ifE:MORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is hereby entered into by and between the State 

ofWashington~ hereinafter referred to astheState and the Forest Service. U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Payette National F6rest, hereinafter referred to as the ForeSt Service. 


A.PURPOSE: 
'. :.-. '" 

. The purpose oHhis Memorandum of Understandingis to pmvide a framework for cooperation to 
define the relationship and duties ofthe For:~tSetYice,'f!lldthe State; asa Cooperating Agency, in the 
Payette National ForeSt Bighorn Sheep Vjabilit~S'llpvlemental Environmental Assessment and 
Amendment to the 2003 For¢St Land arid ReSQ~¢t}M~gementPlan (LRMP), 

B. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIf·ANn INTERESTS: 

The Forest Service is in the process ofprepa:riqg aBighrim Sheep Viability runendment to its 2003 
LRMP. The Forest Service must assutetQait;heSuppleInental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS) complies with the National EnvirOJ.1inentalPo!icyAct (NEPA) and other applicable statutes, 
regulations and Executive Orders. In additip.~theFQtest Service will produce the&EIS in accordance 
with established time frat11es and thetetms oftbis agreement and in response to the March 20()S appeal 
instructions received from the Chiers0ffice. 

The State ofWashington hasrequested,andt1leFotestService has agreed to grant, cooperating 
agency status pursuanUo 40CFR 15Q1.6. Tlie.States of Idaho and Orego:n have also :requeSted 
cooperating status. Since mana,gernent Ollffie'PayetteNational Forest affects resources wlthin the' 
States·ofIdaho and Oregon; it was decid~d t6~ gantthemcooperatingstatus. The Payette 
Nationa! Forest contains lands that ate ofgreat interest to trlbalgovcrtnI1ents.· As such, they have 
also been invited to work With the FOFest Service ina like ,capacity. All parties will he invited to the 
table concurrently. 

The authority of the Forest'Service to participate in this agreement isprovi4ed by the National 

Environmental Policy Act, '42 USC 4321 ~t seq. The authority oithe States andthe Tribes to 

participate in this agreement is provided by 40 CFR 1501, 1506; and 150g. 


In eonsiderationoftheabove premises, the parties agree as follows: 
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C. 	 FOREST SERVICE SHALL: 

As Lead Agency: 

I. 	 Be responsible for preparation of, quality ot: and content ofllie SEIS. 

2. 	 Provide the opportunity for the State t(yteview and comment ons~veral items~ including:' 

-Analysis of the bighQm sheep dilta,anli·h~1tatlnfonnation; 


-Range of alternatives to be C6nsidet:¢in 4etail; 

-Economic analysis and section ()f theen-'viromnental document 


3. 	 Provide the opportunity for the State;.to he}p:developadaptive management strategies that 
will be considered for the LR.M:P amendriient. 

4. 	 Meet with the State. to include preliminary discussion ofelements oftheLRJv1P planned 
amendment. 

5. 	 Consider, to the maximum. ex.tent{pbsSibb~and·incorporate) as appropriate, the infonnation 
provided by the State into the appropriate SEIsand planning documents . 

. . ,. 

6. 	 Make the firu,tl decision on the contentofcillSEIS and planning documents. 

D. 	 THE STATE SHALL; 

1. 	 Use the State special expertise, with respeCt to the SEISand LRMP amendment in the 
area ofbighom sheep population.managementincluding: 

a. 	 State Fish and Game Department informatioil on bighorn Sheep population locations. 

b. 	 State management plans for bighorn sheep and the effects on lands adjacent to the 
fitateand .Payette Ntftional Forest. 

.c. 	 Development of adaptive management strategies to implement when bighorn sheep 
population locations are identified. 

d. 	 Develop~ of adaptive management strategies for occupation ofbigbornsheep 
habitat by the wildlifc'sheep species. . 

e. 	 Development ofseparation strategies, distances and the effects between bighorn sheep 
and domestic sheep of$uch strategies. . 

2. 	 Complete a review and analysis ofdraft and fmal SEIS. 
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4. 	 PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES: This instrumentin no way restricts the 
Fore~t Service or the State from participating in similar activities \-"ith other public or 
private agencies, organizations, and individuals. 

5. 	 RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTIES: The Forest Service and State and thelr respective 
agencies and office will handle their own activities and utilize their own resources, 
including the expenditure oftheir own funds, in pursuingtb.ese objectives. Each party 
will carry out its separate activities in a coordinated and mutually beneficial manner. 

6. 	 ESTABLISHMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY: This MOUis not intended to, and does not 
create, any right, benefit, or trust respQnsibility~ substantive or procedural, enforceable at 
law or equity.. by a party against the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person. 

7. 	 NON..:FUND OBLIGATING DOCUMENT: Nothing 111 this MOU shall obligate either 
the Forest Service or State to ohllgaie ortrattsfer any funds. Specific work projects or 
activities that involve the transfer o [funds, s~ces. or property among the various 
agencies and .offices of the FoteSt S¢rvi~;;all,dState will require execution ofseparate 
agreements and be contingentUpou the availability of appropriated funds. Such activities 
mU$t be independently authorized byappropritite statutory authority. This MOU does not 
provide such authority. Negotiatio~ C4.t:qltl.on, and admiriistration of each such 
agre~nt must comply with all appli¢ablestatues and regulations. 

8. 	 PR!NeWAL CONTACTS: Each participating e:ntityllas designated a liaison to act as the 
point of contact for the Forest PlaIl Aln,enfhnent process. An entity may change its point 
of cOntact at anytime byprovidjng\vrittennotice to the other party. The principal 
contacts for Uris instrument ate: 

9. 	 COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATIONITERMINATI01":l: This MOD will become effective 
on the date ofthe last signature, and may be subsequently modified through a written 
request by either party and subsequent writt~concurre:nceby aU parties. The Forest· 
Service or the State may terminate tms agreement by providing a 60-day notice ·of 
termination to the other,partY. Ifnot terminated $oonet, this agreement wi1l·end when the 
notice ofavailability fbtthefi:nal SELS is published in the Federal Register or no more 
than five years from the date ofexec)ition. 

10. 	AUTHORIZED,REPRESENTATMS: Bysignatutebelow, the State certifies that the 
individuals listed in this documen4 as representatives of the State, are authorized to act in 
their respective areas formatters related to this agreement 
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IN \VITNESS'VHEREOF~ the parties hereto have executed this agreement as ofthe last \vritten 
date below. 

SUZAl NE C. RAINVILLE, Forest Supervisor Date! • 
Payette NationaJ Forest 

THE AUTHORITY AND fOHMAT OF THIS INSTRUMENT 
HAVE BEEN REVIEWED' ND APPROVED FOR SIGNATURE 

,. 1,_" "* 
DATE 


Grants & Agreements Specialist 
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