
 

YOLLA BOLLA TRAILS BAER WORK - SEPTEMBER 22, 2008 
 

TRAIL USE ASSESSMENT 
 

A BRIEF HISTORY – the Yolla Bolla Wilderness is one of the oldest wilderness areas 
in California. From the beginning and before, the Yolla Bolla has been a stock oriented 
wilderness with as much stock use as hiker use.  
 
From 1920 until 1987 there were no large fire areas in the wilderness. 
 
In 1987 there were a number of fires in the wilderness.   All were caught while still small, except 
the Lazyman and Slides Fires which were about 4,000 acres each. 
 
In 1988 the Hermit Fire burned 10,000 acres, of which perhaps half was in the wilderness (in the 
Cedar Basin area). 
 
There were two more fires in that same burned area in the 1990’s – the Rock Fire and the Rock 2 
Fire.  
 
In June of this year, after three light rainfall years in the Yolla Bolla - and the driest March and 
April on record - plus lots of wind all year ….  A large lightning bust happened and started 
numerous fires in the wilderness area, and throughout the state.  The lack of hand crews (only 
one hand crew on all the Yolla Bolla fires for weeks) led to numerous fires burning together and 
ultimately burning 90,000 acres of a 147,000 acre wilderness.  
 
Thanks to a late season snow storm, a cool late spring, and an inversion layer that held most of 
the time over the fire, it was not a catastrophic fire.  But due to the dryness of the last few years 
plus this one, the fire almost completely consumed old stumps and downed logs - but left lots of 
standing snags.  Some, like those in the cedar basin area, have been through three to four fires. 
Others, this is their first.  
 
As fire in the wilderness is a natural thing, the fire area in general is as it should be, and the 
public is taking the risk when they go off of the trails.   
 
The trail system and the impacts of the fire on, and along it, are another thing. 
 
There are two areas of concern regarding the trails system; public and employee safety, and the 
trail investment value. There are three major aspects that are impacting both safety and 
infrastructure - snags along the trail, burned out stump holes along the trail tread, and burned out 
water crossings. 
 
As you can see in the pictures there are very dangerous snags along the trails, which create an 
ever present danger to whom ever is using or working on the trail below them. 
 
Second, many stump holes have burned out completely, as much as 5 and 6 feet back under the 
trailbed.  These are a hidden trap for hikers or horsemen to fall through, possibly breaking a leg - 
or worse. Third, the burned out stream crossings. This is the safety aspect.  
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As for the trail investment part - with winter coming on we are going to see these stump holes 
blow out and take the trail tread with them.  
 
The fallen snags across the trails and blown out trail segments will make stock users and hikers 
alike go around these obstacles.  This will increase the public’s exposure to danger, and increase 
the soil disturbance - which in turn will increase the erosion of these areas (hikers and horseman 
trying to navigate steep side hills and fallen snags outside of the trail corridor).  
 
If a trail value is $20,000 to $30,000 per mile, and we have 60 miles of trail at risk, then we have 
1.2 to 1.8 million dollars of trail system at risk. If we get one person killed because we left this 
hazard and did not make an attempt to fix it – we would be at risk, potentially in the multi-
millions by a good lawyer--- let alone the fact that we killed someone because we walked away 
and left this situation. 
 
THE FIX --- fall hazard snags along the trail corridor that will fall across the trail – leave the 
ones that will fall away from the trail. This will leave a more natural look and cost less money. 
Fix all stump holes that are dangerously close to, or under the trail tread.  This would involve 
filling in the holes and stabilizing the tread on the outside. 
 
Repair all fire damaged water crossings. 
 
OPTIONS --- Fire crews with falling capabilities --- cost $**** - $**** plus / day. 
Use pack strings to move crews in and out and supply them = 1/3 the cost of helicopters; and is 
more wilderness oriented.  Also helps to re establish and define trail tread through burned areas. 
 
PROBLEM--- fire crews may be on fires until season closes, or could get pulled in the middle 
of the project to go to fires. This option leaves cut stumps – and would need a blaster to take 
down the really bad trees. 
 
Blaster and ccc crews --- ccc crews cost $**** dollars per 8 day spike (13 person crew) and this 
includes all food, camp gear, tools, and transportation = $**** dollars per day. The forest blaster 
would cost about $**** dollars per day plus explosives – this would leave a more natural look 
along the trail. 
  
COST BREAKDOWN  
 
CCC crews – 10 spikes (8 days) x  $**** per spike = $**** 
Blasting costs --- two blasters and explosives = $****  
Falling costs for big trees = $****  
Packing costs = $**** 
 
TOTAL – $**** dollars 
 
HOW = packers will pack all crews and materials in to centrally located camps, and crews will 
work out of these in all directions.  Then packers will move crews on to the next location. 
Blasters and fallers will work together, with some ccc crew assistance, to get snags on the ground 
and naturalize them.  CCC crews will follow, removing logs across the trail and repairing burned 
out stump holes and water crossings. 
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The Yolla Bolla wilderness area is a rugged remote area. Travel to the campsites will vary from 
trailhead camps at West Low Gap and Tomhead (which require 4 hours driving time), to 
backcountry camps at Lazyman, Chicago Camp, Frying Pan and Burnt Camp (which will require 
a 6-8 hour hike on top of the drive time listed, to arrive at base camp).  
 
Camps at North Yolla Bolla, Saunders, Hawk Camp and Bear Creek would have 3-5 hour hikes 
to base camp.  Forest Service packers would move in camps, supply, and move camps on to the 
next spot.   
 
RESULTS = trails will be returned to safe and stable condition with the smallest amount 
possible, in terms of dollars spent.  
 
As this fire will result in a major increase of use to this area by hunters (who are mainly stock 
users), this will also reduce our risk of public injury and resulting litigation. 
 
WILDERNESS ACT 1964 --- STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 
“FOR THIS PURPOSE THERE IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED A NATIONAL WILDERNESS 
PRESERVATION SYSTEM TO BE COMPOSED OF FEDERALLY OWNED AREAS 
DESIGNATED BY CONGRESS AS ‘ WILDERNESS AREAS’, AND THESE SHALL BE 
ADMINISTERD FOR THE USE AND ENJOYMENT OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN SUCH A 
MANNER AS WILL LEAVE THEM UNIMPAIRED FOR FUTURE USE AND ENJOYMENT AS 
WILDERNESS, AND SO PROVIDE FOR THE PROTECTION OF THESE AREAS” 
 

KEN GRAVES 
SEPT 22 2008 


