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FOREST SERVICE MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO RECREATION 
FEE SITES NATIONWIDE FOR ENHANCED VISITOR SERVICES 

 
Portions of Southern California National Forests will be removed  

from the fee program  
 

 
San Bernardino, CA…U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service today 

announced significant adjustments to its recreation fee program nationwide, which 

will result in a higher quality recreation experience for the American public.   

 

“Recreation on federal lands has grown tremendously over the past several 

years, and the recreation fee program has been a valuable tool for allowing forest 

managers to meet visitor demands for enhanced visitor facilities and services,” said 

Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth.  

 

The changes announced today are the result of the Federal Lands Recreation 

Enhancement Act (REA), which was passed as part of the 2005 Omnibus 

Appropriations Bill.  REA allows the Forest Service to charge fees for specific sites,  

-MORE- 



and for heavily impacted recreation areas that have specific amenities, including 

toilets, parking, trash receptacles, picnic tables, interpretation, and security.  “The 

Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act raises the bar for sites to qualify for 

charging fees so that the public can enjoy more amenities at such sites,” Bosworth 

added.  REA also extends the fee program for ten years, and establishes standards 

that must be met before new fees can be charged.    

 

Since the legislation was passed, Forest Service units that charged recreation 

fees have been reviewing their current fee sites to determine whether or not they 

meet requirements outlined under REA. Southern California Forests are planning to 

reduce the area in Southern California where fees are required, but aren’t yet ready 

to release the specifics.  “The mapping effort should be completed early next week, 

and we will announce the changes then,” said San Bernardino National Forest 

Supervisor Gene Zimmerman.  “The Adventure Pass will still be required in many 

locations that are popular with visitors,” he added, “but more remote areas will soon 

be free.”  The revenues from the fees will allow the Forest Service to continue to 

maintain trails, clean restrooms, pick up trash, remove litter and graffiti, and provide 

visitor information and other services. 

 

The Adventure Pass was initiated in June of 1997 to reduce recreation deferred 

maintenance and address problems posed by heavy recreation use.  Since 1997, 

more than $22 million in revenues have been collected and invested back into the 

four southern California Forests.   
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