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Tree Removal on SR-18 at Arctic Circle 
Begins November 8 

 
San Bernardino - The Arctic Circle project, along State Route (SR) 18, is the newest 
forest health project undertaken by the Mountain Area Safety Task Force (MAST) in an 
effort to increase safety to residents and visitors of the San Bernardino National Forest.  
This project is being led by the USDA Forest Service with cooperation by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans).  Helicopter logging will remove hundreds of dead and dying trees within a 
400-foot perimeter above SR-18 between Snow Valley Ski area and the Big Bear Dam.  
Work will begin Monday, November 8, from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm (Monday through 
Thursday) and on Fridays from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Route 18 will remain open to 
traffic on Saturday and Sundays including upcoming holidays, Veterans Day – Nov. 11 
and Thanksgiving – November 25, 2004. 

“I’m very concerned about safety along Highway 18,” noted San Bernardino National 
Forest Supervisor Gene Zimmerman.  “There are hundreds of dead trees above the 
Arctic Circle which could blow down during a storm and injure motorists.  As the roots 
of these dead trees rot and lose their ability to keep the trees upright, they are likely to 
fall and knock loose rock and debris onto highway 18.  I don’t want to see any motorist 
harmed by these falling trees.  Safety of Big Bear visitors and residents is very important 
to us, and removal of these trees is essential to preventing possible accidents.” 

The scheduled road closure is expected to last through the end of November.  The 
project is expected to take 10 to 15 working days to accomplish, weather permitting.  If 
the project extends into December, it will be discontinued by December 17, in an effort 
to accommodate the Big Bear holiday season. 
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The majority of the tree removal work will be done by helicopter logging.  Helicopters 
will lift dead and/or dying timber, cut by professional fallers, and transport the timber 
through the air to a staging point (known as a landing).  At the landing, sawyers will cut 
limbs and process the timber for removal.    

Detours: 
To access the Big Bear Resort area, motorists can use SR-38 through Redlands or SR-18 
through Apple Valley.  Electronic message boards advising motorists of the temporary 
closures will be placed at Big Bear Dam, Running Springs, westbound I-10 at Citrus, 
eastbound I-10 at California and the SR-30/SR-259 interchange. ).  Caltrans is assisting 
in traffic control on State Route 18.  For more information please visit 
http://www.bigbear.com/about/directions/ for specific directions on alternate routes to 
and from Big Bear. 

Road Closure Dates and Times 
Highway 18, Arctic Circle will be 

CLOSED: 
Time of closure: 

November 8-10 (Mon-Wed) 8:30 to 4:00 each day 
November 15-18 (Mon - Thurs) 8:30 to 4:00 each day 

November 19 (Friday) 8:30 to 3:00 
November 22-23 (Mon, Tues) 8:30 to 4:00 each day 

November 30- December 2 (Tues - Thurs) 8:30 to 4:00 each day 
December 3 (Friday) 8:30 to 3:00 

December 6-9 (Mon-Thurs) 8:30 to 4:00 each day 
December 10 (Friday) 8:30 to 3:00 

Only if additional work is necessary –  
December 13-16 (Mon-Thurs) 

8:30 to 4:00 each day 

 
We appreciate the public's patience and cooperation while safety improvements are 
completed.  
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