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Fire Restrictions to take Effect in National Forest 
 

San Bernardino, CA...     With fires already burning in much of southern California, the 

San Bernardino National Forest is implementing its annual fire season restrictions 

beginning this weekend.  The restrictions take effect on Friday, May 7.   

 

“We’re asking our visitors to be extra careful in helping us to prevent fires,” said Forest 

Service Fire Chief Mike Dietrich.  “We have a long fire season ahead of us, and it will 

take everyone’s cooperation to get through it without another major fire,”   

 

Under the restrictions, no open campfires or charcoal fires are allowed outside of 

designated recreation sites such as campgrounds, picnic sites, and yellow post sites.  

These locations have been cleared of dry vegetation before they are opened for summer 
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use, reducing fire risk.  Portable lanterns and stoves using gas, jellied petroleum, or 

pressurized liquid fuel may be used only by persons with a valid California Campfire 

permit.   

 

“I’m also taking the step of limiting target shooting to developed and managed sites,” 

said Forest Supervisor Gene Zimmerman.  “We’ve already had one shooting-caused fire 

this year, and fuel moistures are continuing to drop.  We just can’t take the risk of a 

shooting-caused fire.”  Persons engaged in lawful hunting are exempt from this 

restriction.  The closure affects the popular 1N09 shooting area, as well as shooting 

opportunities near Big Bear and Idyllwild.  Shooting will be allowed at the Lytle Creek 

Firing Line, Arrowhead Fish and Game Conservation Club, and Big Bear Sportsman’s 

Club Shooting Ranges. .  

 

The restrictions require smokers to stay within enclosed vehicles, or to clear an area  

three feet in diameter before lighting up.  Smoking is also permitted at developed 

recreation sites.  “Smoking is something people typically do without thinking,” added 

Dietrich, “but we really need them to think about what they’re doing now and follow 

these precautions.  With the tinder dry conditions we have in the Forest, even the slightest 

bit of hot ash could start a fire.” 

 

Spark arresters are required for chainsaws, generators and other internal combustion  
 
engines, and a permit is required for welding or operating any torch device with an open 
 
flame or for use of any explosive device.   
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Motorcycles and other off-highway vehicles must also have an approved spark arrester 

when operated on the national forest.  “Staying on trails is extremely important,” said 

Dietrich.  “Traveling off-trail is not only illegal, but it increases the risk of a fire igniting 

in dry grass.” 

 

In addition to the above seasonal restrictions, Chief Dietrich reminded visitors that 

fireworks are always prohibited on the San Bernardino National Forest.  “We want 

people to enjoy the Forest, but to do it responsibly,” he added.   “We need the public’s 

cooperation more than ever this year.”   
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