










































































































































GEORGE WASHINGTON-JEFFERSON NATIONAL FOREST PLAN REVISION 2007 
COMMENTS FROM WEST VIRGINIA SCENIC TRAILS ASSOCIATION (WVSTA) 

By Doug Wood 
 
 First and foremost, thanks for the opportunity to comment on the plan revision.  We will 
be unable to send a representative to any of the public meetings, so I hope these written 
comments will be helpful as you steer your way through the revision process. 
 
 As Trail Coordinator for Section 4 of the Allegheny Trail, I am responsible for the 
segment of the Trail that passes through the Eastern Divide Ranger District of the Jefferson 
Forest unit and the James River District of the George Washington unit.  A portion of that 
segment is not yet completed, and our association has been working with various Forest Service 
staff persons over the decades to find the best way to put the trail on the ground.  Recently, the 
Great Eastern Trail (GET) organizing committee (the American Hiking Society and several local 
trail organization partners http://www.greateasterntrail.org/ ) has become very interested in this 
incomplete portion of the Allegheny Trail.  Together, the GET committee and the WVSTA will 
be working toward development of the GET and the Allegheny Trail through the two ranger 
districts.  Our hope is that we can count on the George Washington-Jefferson National Forest 
staff to cooperate with us in this worthy endeavor.  Signs of that potential cooperation have 
already surfaced in the districts, so we hope to build upon the good relationship developed over 
the Allegheny Trail in the past, in order to move forward on the Great Eastern Trail in the future. 
 
 The gap in Section 4 of the Allegheny Trail is approximately 10 miles in length.  
Volunteers have been assessing best potential routes based upon topography, land ownership, 
scenic views, sensitive plant communities (avoiding them), and potential trailhead locations.  
Most of this 10-mile stretch could lie on Forest Service property.  A few miles of treadwork will 
be needed.  Several miles of brushing and blazing will be needed.  Our volunteers are poised to 
flag potential routes, but it will be fruitless to proceed, if there is no money in the district budgets 
for reviewing the flagged routes.  Once a route through the Forests is approved, WVSTA 
volunteers are committed to physically developing the Trail in the gap.  We will also assist in 
fundraising for trail improvement projects approved by the Forests.  The WVSTA asks the 
George Washington-Jefferson National Forests to: 
 
1 - include completion of the Allegheny Trail as one of its goals in the revised Forest Plan, and 
2 - budget moneys for environmental review of potential routes for the Trail. 
 
 If there is anything else we can do to assist the agency in fulfilling these requests, please 
feel free to contact me at 304-926-0499 ext. 1091 during weekdays 6am-3pm, or evenings at 
304-755-0440.  You may also contact me by e-mail.  I will follow up this e-mail message with a 
letterhead copy with my signature. 

http://www.greateasterntrail.org/
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