
G eorge Was hington

National F ores t

P lan R evis ion

National F ores t His tory

National F ores ts  es tablished:

• T o improve and protect the fores t 

• F or securing favorable conditions  

of water flows

• T o furnis h a continuous  supply of 

timber

… Organic Act of 1897

National F ores t His tory

• P urchase lands  as  may be 
necessary to the regulation of the 
flow of navigable s treams  or for 
the production of timber.

… Weeks  L aw of 1911

National F ores t His tory

Increas ed acces s  and development 

of recreation opportunities

… C ivilian C onservation C orps

National F ores t His tory

National fores ts  are es tablis hed 

and shall be adminis tered for 

outdoor recreation, range, timber, 

watershed, and wildlife and fis h 

purpos es . 

… Multiple Use – S us tained Y ield Act of 1960

R oads

3 T ypes  of R oads

1.Authorized R oads

2.T emporary R oads

3.Unauthorized R oads

 



R oads

Authorized R oads

Road Status Miles Percent of 

Total

Open Year-round 556 30%

Open Seasonally 451 24%

Closed –Administrative Use 624 33%

Closed Year-round 241 13%

Total Forest 1,872

R oads

Motor Vehic le Us e Maps  

• S tate and Interstate roads

• T rails

• R oads  and trails  des ignated open to 
motorized travel 

• Uses  by vehicle class

• S easonal allowances

• Information on other travel rules  and 
regulations  

R oads
T raffic S ervice L evel

L evel A  and B  roads : generally open year-round and 
can expect moderate to high volumes  of traffic for all 
types  of vehicles .

L evel C  roads : des igned for low volumes  of traffic; are 
a mix of open and seas onally open roads  and are often 
maintained for only high clearance vehicles.

L evel D roads : low s tandard roads  built for a s ingle 
purpose (timber sales ); generally 1.) closed and 
seeded or 2.) maintained for adminis trative us e.

Off Highway Vehic le 

R oads

OHV: full s iz ed, licensed, four-wheel drive 

vehicles - not AT V’s  or motorcycles

C urrently a total of 244 miles  of roads  are 

maintained for High C learance Vehicles .

A ll T errain Vehic le T rails

AT V: Motorized Vehicles  less  than 50” wide

•AT V’s  are allowed only on des ignated routes . 

•O therwise, forest is  c losed to off-road motorized 

use. 

C urrently have a total of about 60 miles  of 

des ignated AT V routes  in three areas : 

•T as kers G ap/P eters  Mill R un on the L ee D is trict

•R ocky R un on the North R iver Dis trict

•S outh P edlar on the P edlar Dis trict. 

Non-MotorizedT rails

G W plan is  s triving to provide for a mix of uses  

including hiking, hors eback riding, mountain 

biking, and backpacking in which the “S hare the 

T rail” concept is  promoted. 

C urrent non-motoriz ed trail mileage on the G W is  

1066 miles , including two National R ecreation 

T rails  (L ion’s  T ale and Wild O ak) and about 60 

miles  of the Appalachian National S cenic T rail. 

 



R oad Management

T he des ire for motorized access  to the F orest 

must be balanced agains t conflicting des ires  

of providing for certain types  of wildlife habitat 

and non-motorized recreation use. 

Under the P lan, a road sys tem is  to be 

maintained to s erve the public, meet 

management needs , and protect res ources  in 

a cos t-effective manner.

Road Construction on GW NF
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R oad Management

T he miles  of road maintained has  dropped 

over the past several years  from 860 miles  

in 2004 to 635 miles  in 2007.

OHV R oad Management

T he exis ting allocated OHV road network is  

largely intact. 

T here has  been s ome repair on a few roads  over 

the past 15 years  to correct eros ion problems 

contributing to waters hed impacts . 

T hree roads  initially lis ted in the P lan have been 

clos ed either by nature or through s ite-specific 

decis ions :  J erkemtight R oad, C as haw R oad, and 

P oplar C ove road.  

AT V T rail Management

Demand for AT V  use likely outstrips  s upply

It is  doubtful that any new areas  can be found to 
be suitable, 

-including the Archer area 

T he forest is  very likely at the limit of its  ability to 
s upport AT V use due to the environmental 
impacts  and high cos ts  of maintaining these 
s ys tems

What We’ve Heard

More R oad Access  for Handicapped Hunters .

More roads  open year-round

P reserve road access  on exis ting F S  roads

S elective road clos ures  to prevent spread of 
invas ive species

R oad density and road management should 
remain part of areas  managed for bear, turkey 

and grous e.  



What We’ve Heard

Don’t allow new road cons truction in particular 
areas  (Inventoried roadless  areas , potential 

wildernes s  areas , V irginia Mountain T reas ures )

L imited dis turbance of wildlife during the 
breeding, nes ting and brood rearing seas on is  

crucial to survival of many wildlife spp. 

Avoid increas ing fragmentation from building 
more roads .

What We’ve Heard

S et as ide a few hundred acres  for managed OHV 

use that can be maintained by volunteers  and a 

use fee.

Maintain the high clearance vehicle trails  

currently available; hopefully add more.

C urrent P lan has  allowed increas ed O HV 

damage, both on and off des ignated trails .

What We’ve Heard

AT V and 4WD use becoming more popular and 

trails  are becoming conges ted

D evelop high clearance areas/trail systems  and 

loops  on the exis ting trail s tructures

T he Archer area on G reat North Mtn in Augusta 

C ounty is  not s uitable for AT V use s o we s hould 

drop this  area.

What We’ve Heard

C oncern about s haring use of trails  between 

hors es  and mountain bikes  s afely. 

T railheads  need adequate parking off the road.

P rotect the G reat E astern T rail corridor. 

More short, eas y loop trails  for families . 

What We’ve Heard

Increas e access  to high clearance bike trails  north of 

R t 33

R eques t a des ignated hors e trail in wes tern 

R ockingham C ounty for family type trail rides .

O ld Dominion Hors e Association has  several events  

(including 100 mile) through B ig S chloss roadless  

area

F inish Highlands  T rail s ys tem loops  around Douthat

S tate P ark – shared use

T onight

I think we all agree that having a suitable 

network of roads  and trails  is  es sential to 

managing the F orest.

We would like to hear your concerns  and 

discuss ion about the following ques tions

 



T onight

O n R oads :

1.What areas  of the F orest s hould be suitable for 

road construction?

2.Are there areas  of the F orest that should be 

high priority for decommiss ioning exis ting roads ?  

What s hould the objective be for 

decommiss ioning roads?

3.Are there key areas  where roads  s hould not be 

decommiss ioned in order to maintain O HV 

opportunities ?

T onight

O n T rails :

1.Are there areas  of the fores t where additional 

trails  are needed (hiking, biking, horseback riding) 

or s hould be emphas ized? 

2. Are there trails  that could be decommis s ioned 

so that maintenance funding can be us ed to 

higher priority trails ?

T onight

O n R oads  & T rails :

1.Are there guidelines  that need to be added to 

the plan to addres s  road or trail acces s  is sues ?

2.Are there monitoring ques tions  that need to be 

addres sed as  we implement the access  

management activities  in the revised plan?

T onight

B reak up into the following groups:

R oads  on L ee R oads  on North R iver

R oads  on Warm S prings R oads  on J ames  R iver

R oads  on P edlar T rails  on P edlar

T rails  on J ames  R iver, Warm S prings

T rails  on L ee, North R iver

G uidelines  and Monitoring

G eneral Acces s  concerns

July 2008 Public Meetings

-Map Based Discussions

-Identify needs for change

-Desired Conditions

-Suitability of Areas

1993 GW Forest Plan 

-Based on response to 13 Issues

-Divided Forest into 18 Management Areas (MA)

-Each MA had a desired future and standards

-Monitoring Plan

-List of expected outputs

2009 Revised Forest Plan

-Desired Condition

-Objectives

-Suitability of Areas

-Guidelines

-Special Areas

2005 New 

Regulations

FS Drafts Comprehensive Evaluation Report (CER)

- Identifies needs for change

March 2007 Public Meetings

-Need to Change Management

- Desired Conditions

-Suitability of Areas

2008 Planning Regulations

September 2008 Public Workshops on 

Wilderness, Roadless Areas and Potential 

Wilderness Areas

Final Comprehensive 

Evaluation Report

Draft Plan

April 2009

90 Day Comment 

on Draft Plan

Respond to 

Comments

Meetings to finalize Plan

Forest Plan as modified by comments

Objection Period

Approve Revised 

Plan

Monitoring 

Plan

October 2008 Public Workshops on Road and Trail Access

November/ December 2008 Public Workshops

on Vegetation Management (Timber Harvest 

and Prescribed Fire)

January 2009 Plan Component 

Public Workshops

National Lawsuit on 

2005 Planning 

Regulations

Next Meetings

• Vegetation Management Meetings

– November 13 - Verona

– December 3 – L exington

• F ores t P lan C omponents

– J anuary or F ebruary - Verona

– J anuary 29 - L exington

 


