MORES SOUTH HELICOPTER STEWARDSHIP ARRA PROJECT
ADDS DOLLARS AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT
BOISE NATIONAL FOREST

The Mores South Helicopter Stewardship Project, funded inpart by $2.3 million dollars from the
Recovery Act, provided multiple benefits to the community of Idaho City and the Boise National Forest.
Not only did the project bring in an influx of business; it put smiles on the local citizens faces as they
conducted business with the the loggers and watched the log trucks drive down the highway through
the canyon.

The project goal was to reduce hazardous fuels on national forest lands northeast of Idaho City and
adjacent to private lands and residences along the State Highway 21 corridor. Treatment methods
included commercial thinning, reducing slash and helicopter yarding and decking.

Oregon based Columbia Helicopters was awarded the contract. They
used several local sub-contractors to complete road work and
helciopter landing construction. The company also hired many
truckers to haul the logs out of Idaho City to the sawmills.

Mike Moore, Director of Forest Operations for Columbia Helicopters

said the project was a success for his company and the community.

A helicopter from Columbia Helicopters
“This was a very valuable project. It allowed us to keep our working on the Mores South Helicopter
Stewardship Project on the Idaho City
Ranger District.

employees working over the winter,” said Moore. “We also had very
postive feedback from the Idaho City community.”

“The community appreciated our employees being very professional and welcomed their support to the
local community,” he added.

Trudy Jackson, owner of Trudy’s Kitchen & RV/Cabins in Idaho City, says the
project stimulated the local economy because workers ate at the restaurants,
filled up their trucks at the gas station and stayed at the lodging facilities.

“This recovery act project was beneficial to the whole community. Idaho City
benefitted immensely,” said Jackson.

Boise County Commissioner Terry Day echoed Trudy’s thoughts and says the
community is no stranger to forest management. He added his appreciation to

the contractor and Forest Service for emphasizing public safety during the

A helicopter from Columbia project.
Helicopters works to reduce

fuels within the wildland " . . . .
urban interface. The citizens up here know the importance of timber harvest, timber dollars

and fire mitigation. ”ve been through the project a few times and it’s well
posted with public safety as the priority,” said Day. “It's good to see logs being transported out of Boise
County.”



