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Q: What is this project? 

A: The Margaret-Molly-Moon (MMM) Dispersed Recreation project will improve four trailheads 
in the Red Feather Lakes area.  It has several components: 

 1. Trailhead Construction: what we are currently working on 
2. Improved Trail System: This includes non-motorized loops, 5,000 new acres for bike 
use, and better signage. (Important note: This is an improvement to the current trail 
system in this area.) 

 3. Addition of an Accessible Trail 
 
Q: What trailheads are included? 

A: Elkhorn Creek (off Larimer County Road 68C), Molly Lake (on Larimer County Road 69), 
Mount Margaret (on Larimer County Road 74E), and the future Lady Moon (currently not a 
developed trailhead, but located directly south of the Mount Margaret Trailhead on Larimer 
County Road 74E) 

Q: Why are you doing it now? 

A: The forest received funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA), allowing us to proceed this summer. If not for this funding, the project would not have 
been implemented as quickly. 

Q: When are the closures taking place? 

A: The Elkhorn Creek Trailhead is currently closed (as of May 21). The next closure will be the 
Mount Margaret Trailhead on June 14.  The future Lady Moon Trailhead location (directly 
south of the Mount Margaret Trailhead) will be closed shortly after Mount Margaret. Molly 
Lake will be the last trailhead closed this summer, likely in mid-August. 

Q: Why are you closing areas? 

A: Due to construction work and heavy machinery, the Forest Service is closing the trailheads 
as a matter of public safety.  The trailheads will only be closed until the construction work is 
completed and will open as soon as it is safe to do so. The trails themselves are still open. All 
parking will be closed at the mentioned trailheads.   

Q: Where can I hike in the Red Feather Lakes area? 

A: Not all of these trailheads are expected to be closed at once, leaving some options for 
hikers in the area.  Additionally, the trails are not closed, just the area surrounding the 
trailheads.  This leaves many miles of trails available from the opened trailheads. Elkhorn 



Creek will be completed first and will then open while the other trailhead construction takes 
place.  

There are also many other areas on the Canyon Lakes Ranger District to hike.  Near this area 
is the North Shore Dowdy Trailhead (fee area).  A little further away is the Poudre Canyon 
with its many trailheads, as well as Swamp Creek off the Manhattan Road, and areas off 
Deadman Road. 

Q: When will this work be completed? 

A: If weather and conditions allow, trailhead construction at Elkhorn Creek, Mount Margaret 
and Lady Moon is expected to be completed by September 1, 2010.  Completion of 
construction at the Molly Lake Trailhead is expected by October 1. 

Q: What are the improvements? 

A: Improvements during this construction phase includes vault toilets, interpretive signage, 
and graded gravel parking lots with separate car and horse trailer areas. Phase two will 
include the creation of non-motorized loop trails in the area connecting the four trailheads, 
along with the construction of an accessible trail near the Lady Moon Trailhead. 

Q: Who is doing the work? 

A: The Forest Service has a contractor completing the construction work.  A Forest Service 
employee oversees and approves the work. 

Q: What about the natural resources in the area? 

A: This project is part of the improvement plans approved in the Margaret-Molly-Moon (MMM) 
Dispersed Recreation Environmental Analysis in 2009. This analysis looked at the various 
resources in the area, including soils, hydrology, wildlife, and archeology.  It is expected that 
when all phases of this project are complete it will improve both the recreational experiences 
for forest users, as well as protect the forest’s natural resources by dispersing recreational 
activities in the area. The Environmental Analysis (EA) is available online at 
www.fs.usda.gov/arp.  

Q: When will the trail upgrade happen? 

A: This summer.  An American Conservation Corp Trail Crew and several partners, including 
Diamond Peaks Mountain Bike Patrol, will do reroutes and add loop sections throughout the 
project area. 

Q: Where can I go to get more information or the status of the project? 

A: The Forest Service is updating a website with the status of the project, along with photos of 
the progress www.fs.usda.gov/arp. If you are looking for information on other recreational 
opportunities, you can check online at www.fs.usda.gov/arp or call our visitor information 
office at 970-295-6700. 
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