
Low Bridge

Dobson Bridge

Peterson Bridge North

A National Scenic River
The lower 26-miles of the Pine River was 
designated a National Wild and Scenic 
River in 1992.  Scenery is one of the most 
outstanding attributes of the river.  The 
designated portion of the river contains 
a unique riparian landform with a deeply 
incised river channel and high, exposed, 
fragile, sand banks.  Dense vegetation 
contributes to the overall “scenic” feel of the 
river.  
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Contact Information
Manistee Ranger Station

Phone: 231-723-2211/TTY: 231-723-0124 
Baldwin Ranger Station

Phone: 231-745-4631/TTY: 231-745-8297
Supervisor’s Office

Phone: 231-775-2421/TTY: 231-775-3183
Toll Free: 1-800-821-6263
Email: r9_hmnf_website@
fs.fed.us
Website: www.fs.usda.gov/
hmnf

Zero Tolerance
Camping and campfires at designated 

sites only.
Be respectful of private property.

“Pack it in, Pack it out.” Practice Leave No 
Trace ethics.

Respect wildlife and other river users.
Adhere to the legal drinking age and the 

four (4) beverage/person limit.
The following are prohibited:

◊	Fireworks
◊	Illegal Drugs
◊	Nudity
◊	Glass Bottles

Statement of Non- Discrimination

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of 

its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, 

and where applicable, sex (including 
gender identity and expression), 

marital status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orientation, 

political beliefs, genetic information, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived from 

any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 

Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 

USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 

discrimination, write to: USDA, Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410.   Or call 

toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or 
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 
(English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer. 

Pine River
National 

Scenic River

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture
Forest Service

Access Sites

The river 
gradient is 7% 
and offers the 
fastest average 
flow of any 
river in lower 
Michigan.  
Seasons affect 
float time; 
times listed 
are summer 
estimates.

Sites

H
ours

M
iles

Lincoln Bridge to Elm Flats1.253.3
Elm Flats to Dobson Bridge46.3
Dobson Bridge to 
Peterson Bridge North

26.2

Peterson Bridge North to 
Low Bridge

38

River Information

Float Times and Distances

Watercraft permits are required for all 
watercraft on the river, including tubes, 
from the Friday of Memorial Day weekend 
to the Monday of Labor Day weekend.  
Reservations for river permits are $2.00/
watercraft per day.

Fees and Permits

Recreation Fees are 
required at most day-use 
sites and campgrounds.  
Check bulletin boards 
for fees and information.

Elm Flats
◊	Travel east on M-55 for 28 miles.
◊	Turn right and travel south on 7 Rd. for 
2.5 miles.
◊	Turn left and travel east on 48 Rd. for 
1.75 miles.  
◊	Turn right and travel south on 11 1/2 
Rd. for 2.5 miles.
◊	 The entrance is on the right.  

Dobson Bridge
◊	Travel east on M-55 for 26 miles.
◊	Turn right and travel south on M-37 for 
2 miles.
◊	Turn left and travel east on 48 1/2 Mile 
Rd. for 2 miles.
◊	Keep right at “Y”, when the road 
becomes gravel. 
◊	 The entrance is on the left.

Peterson Bridge North/Campground
◊	Travel east on M-55 for 26 miles.
◊	Turn right and travel south on M-37 for 
1.5 miles.
◊	Day Use Area/Canoe Launch: the 
entrance is on the left, before the bridge.
◊	Campground: the entrance is on the left, 
south of the bridge.

Low Bridge
◊	Travel east on M-55 for 20 miles.
◊	Turn right (before the bridge over the 
Pine River) and travel south on FR 5996 
for 1 mile.
◊	 Entrance is on the right.  

Fishing

The Pine River is a “Blue Ribbon” 
cold-water fishery. Consult the 
Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources Fishing Guide for complete 
information. For State Fishing 
Regulations consult the MI-DNR 
website: http://www.michigan.gov/
dnr/

Camping

Camping in the Pine River corridor is only 
allowed at designated campgrounds or 
campsites.  The National Scenic section of 
the Pine River (Elm Flats to Low Bridge) 
has one Forest Service campground(fee 
required) with drive-in and canoe-in sites. 
Campsite occupancy may not exceed 8 
people.    

From Manistee



8

7

6

5

3

21

4
H
oxeyville

Irons

D
ublin

5483

9930

5015

5272

5421

7320

54065334

5411

9787

5320

5151

7374

5275

5578

5273

5996

5581

5412

8370

5131

7335

8608

5065

5802

7933

9971

5552

5469

7302

5321

5427

5173

5274

5269

5583

5728

7392
5354

7817

5801

9781

5582

5645

7325

5330

7316

5579

5174

7322

8590 8652

7441

7859

5577

8614

7317

5066

5350

7321

9998

7328

5016

7300

8633

7849

7304

7837

5670

5672

9936

5646

5804

8656

8445

7004

5410

5092

5659

5642

5656

8103

7861

8722

5641

8578

8625

5233

7840

9977

5619

5130 7326

8414

7846

8621

8642

7390

5675

8972

5635

5470

7319

7363

7814

8592

8408

7323

8615

8631

5429

5054

7700

7860

5229

9956

8594

7905

5906

9941

8664

7821

5519

8609

8617

5654

7342

5176

5191

7887

8675

7842

7331

9079
7330

5001

8665

5230

5653

7822

7384

8971

5186

5776

5574

7931

46 R
d

Irons Rd

12 M
ile R

d

48 R
d

James Rd

50 R
d

10 M
ile R

d

H
oxeyville R

d

13 Rd

10 1/2 M
ile R

d

Snyder Rd

Peacock Trl

11 M
ile R

d

Warfield Rd

Laverne Rd

Van R
d

Saddler Rd

11 1/2 M
ile R

d

15 Rd

9787

5 Rd

Brooks Rd

Seaman Rd

Baker Rd

48 1/2 R
d

Merrillville Rd

C
onnelly R

d

17 Rd

7 Rd

9 Rd

Aster Rd

3 Rd

Lincoln H
ills R

d

7 1/2 Rd

11 Rd

11 1/2 Rd

3 1/2 Rd

Forman Rd

Peacock Rd

52 R
d

Fern R
d

Nelson Rd

P
ath A

ve

Bowe Rd

S
tronach D

am
 R

d

Mary St

Prunski Rd

Chalker Rd

Twin Creek Rd
5 3/4 Rd

Shaw Ln

Dexter Rd

Harris Rd

Kropel Rd

Oak Rd

5 1/2 Rd

D
orothy R

d

Lilly Rd

Tow
er Line R

d

Hawk Trl

46 R
d

48 R
d

Dexter Rd

Saddler Rd

50 1/2 R
d

Seaman Rd

13 Rd

50 R
d

Peacock Rd

10 M
ile R

d

11 1/2 M
ile R

d
11 1/2 M

ile R
d

10 M
ile R

d

S
tronach D

am
 R

d
55

55

37

37

37

P
oplar Creek

P
eterso n C

reek

S
tronach C

reek

Hoxey Creek

Pin
e C

re
ek

Dowling Creek

Poplar C
reek

P
ine C

reek

Kings Hwy

11 1/2 M
ile R

d

State Rd

State Rd

5552
9930

5421

P
ine R

iver

85°37'30"W

85°37'30"W

85°45'0"W

85°45'0"W

85°52'30"W

85°52'30"W

44°10'0"N

44°10'0"N

C
ities

P
ine R

iver C
orridor

H
ighw

ay
U

S
FS

 R
oads

O
ther P

ublic R
oad

Lakes
R

ivers &
 S

tream
s

M
anistee N

ational Forest

0
1

0.5
M

iles

Site

Fee Area
Drinking Water
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Picnic Area
Scenic Overlook
Campsites
RV Camping
Campground Host

Latitude
Longitude

1
Lin

coln
 Bridg

e (D
N

R)
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

2
Elm

 Flats
44.152505

-85.709432

3
D

obson
 Bridg

e
44.179998

-85.758891

4
Peterson

 Bridg
e Sou

th
44.202063

-85.797846

5
Peterson

 Bridg
e N

orth
44.203284

-85.79827

6
Low

 Bridg
e

44.216115
-85.903371

7
Sand Lake

44.167
-85.93615

8
D

orn
er Lake

44.203301
-85.934063

The USDA Forest Service m
akes no w

arranty, expressed or im
plied, regarding the data displayed 

on this m
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Legend

Pine N
ational Scenic River

Stay Safe on the River
Each w

atercraft occupant m
ust have a Personal Flotation Device (PFD). Children 12 and under 

m
ust w

ear a PFD at all tim
es.

Be aw
are of your surroundings and of river conditions:

•	
W

atch for floating and subm
erged obstacles.

•	
Avoid standing in/diving from

 w
atercraft.

•	
H

igh w
ater levels can be unsafe for river travel.

•	
Be ready for sudden w

eather changes.

Fasten all valuables and equipm
ent to your w

atercraft to prevent loss and littering.

Bring drinking w
ater w

ith you or obtain w
ater from

 pum
ps. Drinking untreated w

ater from
 the 

river is unsafe.

8

7

6

5

3

21

4
H
oxeyville

Irons

D
ublin

5483

9930

5015

5272

5421

7320

54065334

5411

9787

5320

5151

7374

5275

5578

5273

5996

5581

5412

8370

5131

7335

8608

5065

5802

7933

9971

5552

5469

7302

5321

5427

5173

5274

5269

5583

5728

7392
5354

7817

5801

9781

5582

5645

7325

5330

7316

5579

5174

7322

8590 8652

7441

7859

5577

8614

7317

5066

5350

7321

9998

7328

5016
7300

8633

7849

7304

7837

5670

5672

9936

5646

5804

8656

8445

7004

5410

5092

5659

5642

5656

8103

7861

8722

5641

8578

8625

5233

7840

9977

5619

5130 7326

8414

7846

8621

8642

7390

5675

8972

5635

5470

7319

7363

7814

8592

8408

7323

8615

8631

5429

5054

7700

7860

5229

9956

8594

7905

5906

9941

8664

7821

5519

8609

8617

5654

7342

5176

5191

7887

8675

7842

7331

9079

7330

5001

8665

5230

5653

7822

7384

8971

5186

5776

5574

7931

46 R
d

Irons Rd

12 M
ile R

d

48 R
d

James Rd

50 R
d

10 M
ile R

d

H
oxeyville R

d

13 Rd

10 1/2 M
ile R

d

Snyder Rd

Peacock Trl

11 M
ile R

d

Warfield Rd

Laverne Rd

Van R
d

Saddler Rd

11 1/2 M
ile R

d

15 Rd

9787

5 Rd

Brooks Rd

Seaman Rd

Baker Rd

48 1/2 R
d

Merrillville Rd

C
onnelly R

d

17 Rd

7 Rd

9 Rd

Aster Rd

3 Rd

Lincoln H
ills R

d

7 1/2 Rd

11 Rd

11 1/2 Rd

3 1/2 Rd

Forman Rd

Peacock Rd

52 R
d

Fern R
d

Nelson Rd

P
ath A

ve

Bowe Rd

S
tronach D

am
 R

d

Mary St

Prunski Rd

Chalker Rd

Twin Creek Rd

5 3/4 Rd

Shaw Ln

Dexter Rd

Harris Rd

Kropel Rd

Oak Rd

5 1/2 Rd

D
orothy R

d

Lilly Rd

Tow
er Line R

d

Hawk Trl

46 R
d

48 R
d

Dexter Rd

Saddler Rd

50 1/2 R
d

Seaman Rd

13 Rd

50 R
d

Peacock Rd

10 M
ile R

d

11 1/2 M
ile R

d
11 1/2 M

ile R
d

10 M
ile R

d

S
tronach D

am
 R

d
55

55

37

37

37

P
oplar Creek

P
eterso n C

reek

S
tronach C

reek

Hoxey Creek

Pin
e C

re
ek

Dowling Creek

Poplar C
reek

P
ine C

reek

Kings Hwy

11 1/2 M
ile R

d

State Rd

State Rd

5552

9930

5421

P
ine R

iver

85°37'30"W

85°37'30"W

85°45'0"W

85°45'0"W

85°52'30"W

85°52'30"W

44°10'0"N

44°10'0"N

C
ities

P
ine R

iver C
orridor

H
ighw

ay
U

S
FS

 R
oads

O
ther P

ublic R
oad

Lakes
R

ivers &
 S

tream
s

M
anistee N

ational Forest

0
1

0.5
M

iles


