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Deer Creek Defensible Space:

Key to surviving the Poe Creek Fire

Three years of assessment, preparation, planning
and sweat equity made the difference to seven
families with homes in the Deer Creek drainage
area the morning of July 20, 2007 when the Poe
Cabin fire swept through.

Defensible space is attained through preemptive
planning by reduction of hazards presented on the
homeowner’s property. These include high brush

levels, woodpiles, combustible fuel storage and

The drawing above demonstrates the

defensible area around a house dangers of existing construction among others.

With a grant awarded in 2004, though ‘Framing our
Community’, Forest Service employees were able to help
assess the dangers that existed on private land and provide
technical advice to landowners. Homeowners provided the
labor for weed and debris reduction, removal of dense tree
cover, lawn expansion, removal of flammable material and
vegetation around houses and taking responsibility for
knowing how to shut off power and natural gas, and having
evacuation plans.

Within hours of the Poe Cabin fire appearing, it was clear
that the fire would breech the crest of the drainage and
many homeowners voluntarily evacuated. Those who stayed
reported fire behavior rarely witnessed.

Wildfire events like the Poe Cabin Fire can happen in a
variety of environments. Through education, foresight and
planning, private homeowners like those at Deer Creek
learned how to take appropriate steps to prevent
catastrophic loss of property and life.

WORKING TOGETHER FOR HEALTHY

“...On closer inspection, it
became clear that weeds
below the porch had scorched
the foundation. Such details
show homeowners how
thorough defensible space
preparations must be.”

Susan Jenkins

Nez Perce NF Fire Prevention
Technician

Successful protection of a home resulting from successful
implementation of defensible space practices.
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	Successful protection of a home resulting from successful implementation of defensible space practices.
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