
The information below describes several trails located in the south shore of the Lake 
Tahoe Basin. Information regarding distance and difficulty is provided, as well as an 
orientation map.  A topo-graphic map and compass are recommended.  

Weather conditions can change rapidly. Be prepared with the proper clothing and equipment. 
Always carry extra water. Hiking permits are required for Desolation wilderness. Permits may be 
obtained from trailheads. Overnight permits are also required for Desolation, for more information 
contact our office at (530) 543-2600, Monday through Friday, or (530) 543-2674 open daily from 
May through September. 

If you bring your pet on the trail, put it on a leash to minimize its impact on wildlife and other visitors. 
Observe common courtesy and follow trail regulations. Other hikers will appreciate your observance 
of minimum impact camping and packing out what you pack in.  

REMEMBER ... open campfires are NOT allowed in Desolation Wilderness!  

1. Taylor Creek / Tallac Historic Site: 
 The Taylor Creek and Tallac Historic Sites 
offer many outdoor recreation opportunities. 
All are within easy walking distance. Most of 
the trails are level with smooth surfaces for 
easy accessibility. The visitor center and 
the historic site with their exhibits and 
interpretive trails are within this area. You 
can walk from Taylor Creek along Lake 
Tahoe  to the Tallac Historic Site and picnic 
area in 15 minutes. Or try the easy, paved 
bicycle paths connecting these to popular 
areas! Take Hwy 89 north 3 miles from 
South Lake Tahoe, look for Taylor Creek 
Visitor Center on your right. 

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit website:  www.fs.fed.us/r5/ltbmu 
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 3.  Mt. Tallac: Providing a spectacular 
view of Fallen Leaf Lake, Lake Tahoe and 
Desolation Wilderness, this strenuous hike is 
well worth the effort. The first part of the trail 
to Floating Island and Cathedral lakes is 
moderate and can be enjoyed by the novice 
hiker. Beyond Cathedral Lake, the trail be-
comes steep and strenuous as it continues 
up the front face of Mt. Tallac. The trailhead 
is located approximately 3-1/2 miles north of 
South Lake Tahoe on Highway 89. Look for 
the Mt. Tallac Trailhead sign directly across 
from the entrance to Baldwin Beach. Turn  
left  drive to the trailhead parking.  A wilder-
ness permit is required.  

4. Clark Trail: For the more adventurous, 
this strenuous hike can provide some soli-
tude. Traversing through loose shale up a 
steep grade, the trail ends at Angora Lakes. 
Take Highway 89 north from South Lake Ta-
hoe to Fallen Leaf Lake Road. Parking is 
located at the Glen Alpine Trailhead. From 
the parking area, walk back down the road to 
the junction of Fallen Leaf Lake Road. Look 
for the small church to your right. A little post 
located behind the church marks the hard-to-
find trailhead.  

2. Moraine Trail: 
 Stroll along a relatively flat trail through 
old growth forest, along the shore of pic-
turesque Fallen Leaf Lake. Take Hwy 89 
north approximately 3 miles from South 
Lake Tahoe. Turn left on Fallen Leaf Lake 
Road. Continue approximately 2/3 of a 
mile to Fallen Leaf Lake Campground. 
Drive through the campground and park 
just before campsite #75 on the right. 
There is no fee for day use. Look for the 
trail head sign near the parking area.  



5. Glen Alpine Trail: Many different hikes can be accessed from this trailhead. For a short 
walk, try the 2 mile hike to Grass Lake. Another longer, more strenuous hike to Lake Aloha 
leads you past a small waterfall, a beautiful meadow and three alpine lakes. A third option is a 
moderate hike to Half Moon, Alta Morris or Gilmore lakes. Take Highway 89 north approxi-
mately 3 miles from South Lake Tahoe to Fallen Leaf Lake Road. Watch for bicyclists and 
other cars on this narrow, one-lane road. Continue 4.5 miles until you see the Glen Alpine trail-
head sign and turn left. Trailhead parking is across from Lily Lake. A wilderness permit is re-
quired for day hikes into Desolation, (self register at the trailhead.) 

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit website:  www.fs.fed.us/r5/ltbmu 
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Questions? Contact the 
Forest Service at:  

Lake Tahoe Basin 
Management Unit  

35 College Drive  
South Lake Tahoe, 
CA 96150 (530) 
543-2694 (Voice)  
(530) 541-4036 (Hearing 
Impaired)  
 
www.fs.fed.us/r5/ltbmu 

Dogs on Trails   
 
Dogs are allowed on most Forest 
Service trails. Pet owners please follow 
these guidelines: 

Keep your pet under control and on a six 
foot leash. 

Control excessive barking and don’t 
allow your pet to chase or harass wildlife. 

Clean up after your dog, please pack it 
out! Don’t forget the doggie bags. 

Check  your pet’s paws often, rocky 
terrain can cause cuts. 

 

 

 

 

6.  Angora Lakes Trail: An easy 1/2 mile hike leads to two lakes framed by cliffs. Swimming and 
fishing are popular activities. Summers are crowded, so arrive early. (Parking fee.) Dogs must be on a 
leash at all times. Take Highway 89 north approximately 3 miles from South Lake Tahoe to Fallen Leaf 
Lake Road and turn left. Turn left at Tahoe Mt. road. Continue to Forest Service Road 12N14 ( look for 
large green gate),  turn right. Watch for bicyclists along this road. Continue past Angora Lookout to the 
road's end at the parking lot. (Note; look for remnants of the Angora Fire of 2007). 

6.  Angora Lakes Trail: An easy 1/2 mile hike leads to two lakes framed by cliffs. Swimming and 
fishing are popular activities. Summers are crowded, so arrive early. (Parking fee.) Dogs must be on a 
leash at all times. Take Highway 89 north approximately 3 miles from South Lake Tahoe to Fallen Leaf 
Lake Road and turn left. Turn left at Tahoe Mt. road. Continue to Forest Service Road 12N14 ( look for 
large green gate),  turn right. Watch for bicyclists along this road. Continue past Angora Lookout to the 
road's end at the parking lot. (Note; look for remnants of the Angora Fire of 2007). 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, ge-
netic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance pro-
gram. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

7.  Echo Lakes Trail: See a variety of alpine lakes on this moderate trail. Take Highway 50 to  
Echo Summit and turn onto Johnson Pass Road. Stay left and the road will lead you to the parking area 
by Lower Echo Lake. For a short walk, hike to the far end of Upper Echo Lake. A longer hike leads you 
to one of the many lakes farther down the trail. A boat taxi operated in the summer by Echo Lakes Re-
sort cuts three miles off your trip. A nominal fee is charged for this service. A wilderness permit is re-
quired.  
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