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Grazing of livestock on public lands has become a very controversial subject in recent years.  Opponents of grazing on Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands sometimes feel that this is an inappropriate use of public land.  Improper grazing practices may raise some ecological concerns and it is the opinion of some individuals that grazing fees paid by permittees to graze livestock on public lands should be more comparable to those paid on private lands.

 Some of the major conflicts are with recreationists.   It could be very upsetting to be walking along and unexpectedly step in a cow pie and the flies associated with cattle can be bothersome.  It could also be equally perturbing to be hiking in the wilderness and be threatened by a large sheep dog.  
To recreationists, it may seem as though there is an indefinite number of cattle and sheep on the National Forest and they are just allowed to graze where they will.  On the contrary, grazing on public land is very strictly regulated.   Forest Service and BLM districts are broken up into large tracts of land known as grazing allotments, which are then commonly broken down into smaller subunits known as pastures.  Through capacity studies of the allotments, a maximum number of livestock is set.  This number is usually a conservative figure to be able to withstand a worst case scenario.  Each of these pastures is grazed for a prescribed amount of time.  
Many of the conflicts with recreationists may merely arise from timing.  A strategy rangeland managers use to promote biodiversity of forage species is using different pastures at different times of the grazing season every year.  There are schedules or rotations for livestock to be at certain places during the grazing season.   Therefore, conflicts could be minimized if some planning of recreational excursions could be made ahead of time.  Before making a recreational trip to public lands, it would be a good idea to call the public lands center office to determine if there will be livestock at the location and the time you plan to make a visit.  Permittees should also be considerate and keep livestock from heavily used recreational areas such as lakes, trailheads and dispersed camping areas.
Occasionally, reports come in concerning aggressive guard dogs. A popular breed of guard dog is the Great Pyrenees Sheep Dog, which are very large white dogs with fairly long fur.  These dogs are often raised with and by the sheep.  They actually think they are part of the flock.  Their job is to protect the flock from predators such as coyotes and black bears.  When they approach humans in an aggressive manner, they are doing what they are supposed to do (protect the flock).  The best advice for hikers is to avoid flocks of sheep as much as possible, but sometimes that is not possible.  Guard dogs should respect humans; therefore, when confronted with a less than friendly guard dog, a person should remain calm and talk to the dog to show the dog you are in fact a human and not a predator.  It is never a good idea to taunt these dogs and running away could actually trigger a more aggressive response in the dog.   There should be a herder nearby who could aid in the situation.  If a guard dog is overly aggressive, which is rare, it should be reported immediately to the district office.  An overly aggressive dog could be a menace to the public and should be removed from public lands.   
It needs to be remembered that Forest Service and BLM lands are managed for multiple uses, and recreation and livestock grazing are a couple of  those uses.  Just as there are locals that make a living from catering to folks recreating on public lands, there are also local ranchers that make a living grazing their livestock on public lands for parts of the year.  So really it is in the best interest of all users of public lands to figure out how to get along. 
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