
 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

         

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

United States Forest Santa Clara/Mojave 28245 Ave Crocker, Suite 220 
Department of Service Rivers Ranger District Santa Clarita, CA 91355 
Agriculture 661-296-9710 Voice 

626-447-8992 TTY 

File Code: 1900-1 
Date: November 17, 2009 

Friends of the Angeles National Forest 
Scoping Outreach Interested Parties 
Santa Clarita Valley, CA 91355 

Dear Friends of the Forest: 

The Santa Clara Mojave Rivers Ranger District (SCMRRD) is undertaking environmental 
analysis on four proposed projects throughout the district and requesting your comments on the 
following: The SCMRRD Plantation Maintenance Project, The Sawmill Liebre Forest Health 
Project, The Guffy Vegetation and Fuels Management Project, and The Tule Ridge/South Portal 
Fuels Project. 

The proposed actions for each project are as follows:  

The SCMRRD Plantation Maintenance Project proposes thinning, pruning and release for 
survival and growth of trees planted from the 1950’s through the 1980’s. Some of these 
plantations will also be planted with native tree species. These activities will be implemented 
through both mechanical and hand treatments. The plantations are located throughout the 
District. The plantations that are currently under consideration for the proposed action are: 
Tumble Inn, Sandberg, Atmore, Upper Shake, Squirrel, Stiener, Desert View, Grass Mountain, 
Hollow Tree, Centennial, and Boundary. The purpose of this project is to increase the health and 
vigor of the existing stands and to reduce fuels within the forested stands that serve as a 
fuelbreak for surrounding brush vegetation. 

The Sawmill Liebre Forest Health Project proposes thinning, pruning and release for survival 
and growth of trees planted from the 1950’s through the 1980’s in a total of seven plantations. 
These plantations are located throughout the District and are named as follows: Castaic Lake 
View, New Liebre, Lake Hughes, Ray’s Ridgetop, Reservoir, Sandshed, and Three Points. Some 
of these plantations will also be planted with native tree species. This project also proposes 
mistletoe maintenance within a natural black oak stand located on the Sawmill Mountain Ridge 
including pruning, limbing and in some cases whole removal of dead black oak trees. After 
maintenance is successful in minimizing the mistletoe infestation, it is proposed that black oak 
seedlings be planted for future regeneration of the unique stand. Proposed activities will be 
implemented through both mechanical and hand treatments. The purpose of this project is to 
increase the health and vigor of the existing stands and to promote regeneration of healthy 
seedlings within the natural stands for the future.  
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The Guffy Vegetation and Fuels Management Project proposes removal of overgrown shrubs 
in preparation for planting native conifer seedlings in the burn area west of Guffy campground. 
The proposed activities will be implemented using both mechanical and hand treatments. The 
former conifer stand was victim to a crown fire in which all conifer trees were completely 
destroyed. This event occurred during the Narrows Fire of 1997. As a result of the fire the area 
has been altered from a forested stand to a stand overgrown with fuels that may be hazardous to 
the recreational sites of the area. The purpose of the project is to restore the stand to its pre-fire 
forested condition. 

The Tule Ridge South Portal Fuels Project proposes to reestablish a primary fuelbreak that 
would provide protection from wildfire to the communities of Green Valley and Leona Valley. 
This would be done through mechanical brush removal with use of a masticator and/or brush 
crusher, some hand clearing and prescribed burning methods.  

No herbicides will be used in these projects. These projects are located within the Wildland 
Urban Interface (WUI) and will help provide increased protection from wildfire to nearby 
communities.  

Additional information on the proposed actions for these projects are available for review at the 
district office located at 28245 Ave. Crocker Suite 220 Valencia, CA 91355, or on the Angeles 
National Forest Website (www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles) under “Projects & Plans”. 

All interested parties are encouraged to participate in the scoping process. Please submit in 
writing your comments to Bob Blount, District Ranger Attention: Tasha Hernandez at 28245 
Ave. Crocker Suite 220 Valencia, CA 91355 by the 30-day comment period deadline of 
December 17, 2009.  

Sincerely, 

WILBURN M. BLOUNT 
District Ranger 

www.fs.fed.us/r5/angeles

