Highlights

On July 1, 2010, Boise National Forest Supervisor Cecilia R. Seesholtz amended the 2003 Forest Plan to
include a Wildlife Conservation Strategy (WCS) for the Forested Biological Community.

The goal of the WCS is to maintain or restore forested habitats that provide for a diversity of terrestrial
wildlife species, consistent with overall multiple-use objectives. The short-term emphasis is on restoring
habitats associated with species of greatest concern, such as low- to mid-elevation ponderosa pine
forests, which provide white-headed woodpecker habitat. The amendment moves all forested acres to a
restoration emphasis. The volume of timber and other outputs will likely change very little, but the
treatment types and locations will adjust to meet the new objectives. Commodity outputs will be an
outcome of restoration.

Key Features

e The 2003 Forestwide wildlife standard has been deleted and replaced by a more comprehensive and
diverse set of management direction that relies on accepted
wildlife conservation concepts and principles.

e Approximately 400,000 acres assigned to Management Prescription
Category (MPC) 5.2 (Commodity Production Emphasis) have been
reallocated to MPC 5.1 (Restoration and Maintenance of Forested
Landscapes).

e The Forest Supervisor has added management direction to
emphasize retention of most forest stands defined as “old-forest
habitat” or “large tree size class.”

e The Forest Supervisor has added management direction to focus
restoration in “large tree size class” and “medium tree size class” to
promote desired old forest habitat and large tree stand conditions,
and to reduce hazards and risks to these habitats.

e The Forest Supervisor has added or modified management direction to
emphasize retention of large snags while balancing other objectives.

e Arestoration and prioritization strategy for wildlife habitat has been
added. More specifically, Forest wide and management area direction
has been modified or added to focus limited resources and funds in
areas where the greatest gains can be made, recognizing both long-term
goals and short-term Forest Plan objectives.

e (Core watershed areas for wolverine where human disturbance may be
affecting denning and overall wolverine persistence have been The Forest Plan amendment
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Background

Historically, wildfire disturbances helped shape forested landscapes across the Boise NF. Decades of fire
exclusion, forest management, wildfires, insect outbreaks, and other factors have substantially altered
forest structures, especially in the low- to-mid-elevation ponderosa pine forest that comprises about 50
percent of the forested acres on the Boise NF.

Past forest management, which actively suppressed most wildfires and harvested large, economically
desirable ponderosa pine and other fire-resistant species, helped create undesirable conditions that vary
i from historical conditions. These same influences have directly and
indirectly affected wildlife habitat quality, quantity, and distribution,
especially within the low- to mid-elevation ponderosa pine forests.

This strategy used a historical reference which will result in a more
resilient, resistant and adaptable forest and helps
assure native vegetative and wildlife diversity can
be sustained.

Critical evaluation by scientists indicates that
using a Historic Range of Variability (HRV)
concept, despite its limitations, is a reasonable
approach because it entails less uncertainty than
other methods.

Restoring forest
conditions will require
both mechanical and
prescribed fire

treatments. Amending the current Forest Plan complements

the 2005 Idaho Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy (CWCS). The amended Forest Plan strategy is designed to build upon the broad-
scale conservation needs and science identified in the Idaho CWCS, as well as the Interior Columbia Basin
Ecosystem Management Project.

An estimated 16 percent (265,450 acres) of the Forest’s
1.68 million forested acres on the Forest fall within the
“wildland-urban interface” (WUI) analysis area, which is
the area where structures and other developments
intermingle with wildland fuel. About 80 percent
(214,130 acres) of these WUI acres fall within the nearly
875,000 acres of low- to mid-elevation ponderosa pine
forests in the nonlethal and mixed fire regime.

Forest managers will strive to meet both wildlife and WUI
objectives. However, management direction for old forest
habitat, large tree habitat, and large snag retention may
be waived for activities within the WUI where the
authorized officer determines that adhering to these

standards would affect reduction of hazardous fuels. Forest managers will strive to meet wildlife and
hazardous fuels objectives in the WUI.

The Record of Decision (ROD) documenting the Forest
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Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) waived for activities within the WUI where the authorized
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project manager Randall Hayman at 208-373-4157.



