USDA United States Forest National Forests in North Carolina 123 Woodland Dr.
i Department of Service Nantahala National Forest Murphy, NC 28906-3145
Agriculture Tusquitee Ranger District 828-837-5152

File Code: 1360/1900
Date: August 18, 2009

Dear Interested Public:

The Cheoah and Tusquitee Ranger Districts on the Nantahala National Forest are planning to
host an early public involvement meeting to discuss two future projects; the Fontana Project on
the Cheoah District and the Buck Project on the Tusquitee District. The meeting will take place
at the Cheoah Ranger District office in Robbinsville from 9:00 a.m. to at 3:00 pm on

Wednesday, the 16" of September, 2009. You may come in and visit with us anytime during this
6 hour period. The time from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. will be used for formal presentations and
open discussions. The remainder of the day will be an open-house in which members of my staff
will be on hand for you to meet and to speak with.

The purpose of this meeting is to provide current information relevant to the project areas, and to
ask you for your specific concerns. At the meeting we will provide information relative to the
current conditions, past activities, desired future conditions, and Forest Plan objectives. This
meeting will also provide an opportunity to discuss resource enhancement and restoration needs
in the project areas. In the summer of 2008, the National Forests in North Carolina worked with
researchers from the Southern Research Station and partners from state and non-governmental
organizations to develop six restoration focus areas for the Nantahala and Pisgah National
Forests. In the Fontana Project and the Buck Project we will consider the six focus restoration
areas, and make note of needs and opportunities that can help us meet our Forest restoration
objectives.

We will be posting maps displaying project area resource information on our website at
www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc/resources/resources.htm within the next week or two. Please take a
moment to review this information prior to attending the meeting. It is my hope that you will be
able to attend our meeting and that by providing you with information for these project areas
early in the planning process we will have given you the information and time needed to make
specific recommendations. After receiving your comments and ideas, the Forest Service will
develop alternatives to be considered and analyzed.

If you have any questions before the meeting, please feel free to contact Rick Semingson,
Nantahala National Forest NEPA Coordinator, at (828) 837-5152. Thank you for your continued
interest in management of the Nantahala National Forest.

Sincerely,

/S/ STEVE LOHR

STEVE LOHR
District Ranger
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