
BATTLEMENT RESERVOIRS #2160 

Rifle Ranger District 
0094 County Road 244 
Rifle, CO  81650 
(970) 625-2371 - Voice 
(970) 625-2532 - Fax 
  

ANY MAPS PROVIDED ARE INTENDED FOR USE AS GUIDANCE, NOT FOR ACTUAL 
LAND NAVIGATION.  WE STRONGLY SUGGEST PURCHASING A TOPOGRAPHIC TRAIL MAP 

AND COMPASS PRIOR TO BEGINNING ANY TRIP ON NATIONAL FOREST.  

Difficulty:  Difficult 
Trail Use:   Light (Heavier during hunting season) 
Length:      2 miles  
Beginning Elevation: 8,280 
Ending Elevation: 10,300 
 
Access: 
• From Rifle, head west on I7– to Parachute (15 miles) and take exit 75.  Turn left and follow County 

Road #301 across the Colorado River to Battlement Parkway and turn right.  Follow the parkway to 
Stone Quarry Road (1.5 miles) and turn right to Battlement Cemetery (on left).  Take a left after the 
cemetery on County Road #320.  Continue east on #320 for about 5 miles to reach the trailhead.  
From this trailhead you can continue on Lava Creek Trail or Battlement Road by foot or horseback. 

 
Trail Highlights: 
Lava Creek Trail crosses Lava Creek from the Battlement trailhead.  This  trail is for foot and horseback 
only.  Battlement Road #847 is a rough, steep 4-wheel drive nightmare which can be seen as a haven 
for 4-wheel drive die-hards.  This road is not recommended for novices.  Sections of rocks, hairpin 
turns, and mud bogs are a few of the challenges one will encounter.  Battlement Road is recommended 
fro foot, horseback and mountain bike use. 
 
 History:  
The Battlement Reservoirs are a chain of seven lakes which are located in a pristine, high mountain set-
ting, south of Parachute Colorado.  The reservoirs were constructed with horse drawn equipment in the 
late 1800’s.  Some of the old equipment still remains on the site.  There is an old trail called the 
“Government Trail”, which historically, was the main route through Battlement country.  Ranger James 
Cayton was the first ranger in the area and used the Government Trail in the 1900’s to administer the 
Battlement Reservoirs and grazing areas. 

 
 

PACK IT IN - PACK IT OUT!!    LEAVE NO TRACE!! 
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