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Principal animals causing 
damage to tree crops include deer, 
elk, beaver, porcupines, rabbits, 
mice, squirrels, gophers, and birds. 
The damage consists of browsing 
of foliage, buds, and young shoots; 
destruction of seed; gnawing of 
bark, often to such an extent that 
trees are girdled; or physical 
injuries to trees. Although the 
injuries resulting from these 
animals are less important in the 
aggregate than those caused by fire, 
insects, diseases, or domestic 
animals, relatively large losses on 
limited areas may ensue from their 
feeding and other activities.   

The greatest damage to the 
forest from wildlife occurs when 
interference with normal biological 
processes (stand management 
activities, for example) cause an 
animal species to multiply 
prolifically or to be restricted in its 
normal food supply. When either of 
these two things happen, the forest 
is likely to suffer unusual amounts 
of injury, so great that steps may 
need to be taken to eliminate or 
reduce similar injury in the future.   

By Marcus Jackson 
US Forest Service 
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US Forest Service Region One 
Missoula:  (406) 329-3605 
Coeur d’Alene: (208) 765-7342 
 
US Forest Service Region Four 
Ogden: (801) 476-9720 
Boise: (208) 373-4227 

Forest Health Protection and State 
Forestry Organizations 

Assistance on  
Federal Lands 

Assistance on State 
And Private Lands 

Montana: (406) 542-4300 
Idaho: (208) 769-1525 
Utah: (801) 538-5211 
Nevada: (775) 684-2513 
Wyoming: (307) 777-5659 
N.Dakota: (701) 228-5422 

There are many species of 
wildlife in the forest, but the 
number of animals causing 
important tree injuries is 

relatively small. 
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