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Key Points

e Foliage and
twig damage
may occur
over the
crown.

e Overall
damage to
juniper stands
is usually
considered
minor.

e Mortality of
small trees is
possible.

This insect is found on Host:
junipers throughout parts of e Junipers
Utah, Nevada and California.
Damage Life History

Twig dieback, and stunting of
growth and leaf development occurs
from pith mining by larvae.
Repeated attacks and heavy
populations may limit growth, but
overall damage to juniper stands is
usually minimal. Mortality of small
trees is possible.

Adults often lay eggs under the
bark near the junction of branch
twigs one to two feet back from the
branch tip. Small, white,
cylindrical larvae kill twigs by
boring through and feeding on the
twig pith. It may take up to two
years for the juniper twig pruner to
complete its life cycle.

Identification

Conspicuous yellow, red, or
brown foliage “flagging” occurs
midsummer as twigs are girdled and
die. Damage may be mistaken as
caused by adult cedar bark beetles,
but the juniper twig borer creates a
distinct, round boring tunnel
through the center of the stem.
Adults have the typical “long-
horned” beetle form and are about
Y4 to ¥2” long, have a brownish to

black-colored slender body with a
reddish-orange head. They have
narrow, tapered wing covers that
only partially cover the abdomen.
Larvae are long and cylindrical in
shape, and have a round head.
Several body segments directly
behind the head are somewhat
larger than those following.

Management

There are no registered insectici
nor any recommended silvicult
level

Considerations

des for control for this insect
ural options at a landscape
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Assistance on State Assistance on
And Private Lands Federal Lands
Montana: (406) 542-4300 US Forest Service
Region One
Idaho: (208) 769-1525 Missoula: (406) 329-
3605
Utah: (801) 538-5211 Coeur d’Alene: (208) 765-
7342

Nevada: (775) 684-2513

US Forest Service
Region Four
Ogden: (801) 476-9720

Wyoming: (307) 777-5659
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