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Key Points 

 Reduced growth 
and poor 
appearance 
result from 
severe infections. 

 Control is not 
practical in forest 
situations. 

 Reduce inoculum 
by removing 
infected 
materials. 

 Wet foliage 
increases 
disease. 

 Foliar fungicide 
can protect new 
growth. 

Marssonina leaf spot is the 
most common foliar problem 
on aspen in both urban and 

forested areas.  

Populus spp.  are 
hosts 
 Aspen and 

Cottonwood  

Identification 
Small, brownish, circular spots 

are seen in early summer on leaf 
surfaces. Leaf spots expand and  
coalesce as the fungus proliferates 
on the leaf surface. A chlorotic 
halo may surround spots.  From a  
distance the trees may have a 
bronze tint to them.    

The blight causes the leaves to  

drop prematurely and in some  
cases may cause small branch and  
twig dieback which results in 
bushy trees. 

Considerable clonal variation 
in susceptibility exists.  Repeated  
defoliation may predispose trees to 
attacks by other pests. 

Management 

 Control is not practical in forest settings. 
 In urban areas raking up and pruning infected twigs 

in the fall can reduce inoculum for the next year. 
 Foliar fungicide application at budbreak in spring has 

been successful in controlling the disease. 
 Thinning trees to allow more air movement among 

the leaves reduces infection. 
 Avoid watering the lower branches and leaves of 

poplars. 
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Photo by Fred Baker 

Life History 

The fungus over winters 

on fallen leaves and twig
branches. Spores produced
on fallen leaves in spring and 
early summer are carried by 

wind and rain to infect  
emerging leaves and petioles.      
Rainfall favors sporulation and 
infection. 

 
 

Photo shows 
marssonina leaf spot  
disease with chlorotic  
halos surrounding 
infections. 

Other Reading 
Baker, F.A., Shotwell, K., Alston, D., and 

Thomson, S.  Important Pests of Ornamental 
Aspen, Cooperative Extension Service, Utah 
State University Logan, Utah. 

Mielke, J.L. 1957. Aspen leaf blight in the 
Intermountain Region, USDA Forest Service, 
Intermountain For. & Range Exp. Stn. Res. 
Note No. 42, 5 pp. 

Jacobi, W.R 2003.  Aspen and Poplar Leaf Spots. 
Colorado State University Cooperative 
Extension, Fact Sheet no. 2.920. 

Johnson, W.S. Dr., and E. Post.  Marssonina Leaf 
Spot & Twig Blight, University of NV, Reno 
Cooperative Extension Office. Fact Sheet 01-
27. 

Forest Health Protection and State 
Forestry Organizations 

Assistance on State 
And Private Lands 


Montana: (406)  542-4300 	 
 
Idaho: (208)  769-1525  
 
Utah: (801)  538-5211  
 
Nevada: (775) 684-2513  
 
Wyoming: (307) 777-5659  

Assistance on 

Federal Lands 

US Forest Service 
Region One 
Missoula:   (406) 329-3605  
Coeur d’Alene: (208) 765-
7342 
 
US Forest Service 
Region Four  
Ogden: (801) 476-9720  
Boise: (208)  373-4227  
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