
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.6 

Forest Health Protection and State Forestry Organizations 

Management Guide for  

Pine Tussock Moth 
Lymantriidae:   Dasychira grisefacta (Dyar)  

formerly  Parorgyia grisefacta (Dyar)  

January 2006 

WEB July 2010 

By Leah Chapman 

Pine tussock moth  
is a rarely  seen, 

solitary defoliator.  

Principal host:  
Ponderosa pine 
 
Potential hosts:  
Douglas-fir, western hemlock, Englemann 
spruce, white spruce and to a lesser extent, 
subalpine fir, grand fir, western larch, 
western white pine and lodgepole pine.   

Topics 

Damage 1 

Life History 1 

Identification 2 

Control 2 

Field Guide 

Management Guide 
Index 

Key Points 

 Adults are active 
from late July 
through mid-
August. 

 Larvae prefer 
new growth but 
will consume old 
growth during 
outbreaks. 

Damage 
It normally prefers new growth, 

so younger stands are more likely 
to experience injury. With
increased availability of young 
foliage, the likelihood of boosting 
moth populations to outbreak  
conditions also increases. Once 

populations have risen, old growt
can be consumed as well as new
Although outbreaks are ver
uncommon in the Northern region
f r o m  1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 7 ,  E a s t e r
Montana’s Custer National Fores
was heavily infested. 
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Life History 
Adults are active from late July  

through mid-August.  Females lay 
eggs in clusters on pine needles.  
After hatching, larvae consume
small amounts of the host tree 
foliage before hibernating under 

bark scales. The following spring, 
feeding is resumed and by mid-
summer pupation occurs in  
cocoons secured to twigs.  

Photo above show cocoons attached 
to twigs within pine needle foliage. 

Below is closer look of the pine 
tussock moth cocoon. 

http://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5186655.pdf�
http://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5186684.pdf�
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http://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5186684.pdf�
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Identification 
Pine tussock moth larvae, in the  

last stage before pupation, are 
about 44 mm long.  The head is 
dark brown and the body is rusty-
brown with blackish sides. It has 
fore and aft black  hair pencils that 
are typical of the genus along with 
ash-colored brushes of hairs above 
and numerous tufts of white  

plumed hair scattered over the 
body. Adults are grayish brown 
with light and dark bands across the 
forewings. The wingspan is 30-40 
mm. Eggs are white spheres that 
occur in loose clusters. 

 Adult pine tussock moth 

Control 

Nucleopolyhedrosis virus 
(NPV) has been reported to 

cause a decline in 
population numbers during 

outbreak conditions 

Forest Health Protection and State 

Forestry Organizations
  

Assistance on State 
And Private Lands 

Montana: (406)  542-4300  
 
Idaho: (208)  769-1525  
 
Utah: (801)  538-5211  
 
Nevada: (775) 684-2513  
 
Wyoming: (307) 777-5659  
 
N.  Dakota: (701) 228-5422  

Assistance on  
Federal Lands 

US Forest Service 
Region One 
Missoula: (406)  329-3605  
Coeur d’Alene: (208) 765-
7342 
 
US Forest Service 
Region Four  
Ogden: (801) 476-9720  
Boise: (208)  373-4227  

Disclaimers | Privacy Policy 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r1-r4/spf/fhp/about/disclaimers.shtml�
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