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Historic Wayah Bald Fire Tower Closed For Facelift 

Franklin, NC ….Wayah Bald Fire Tower, normally opened by this time of year, will remain 

closed for public safety concerns due to the tower wall and stairs structural instability. The tower 

originally built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the mid-1930s, has continued to deteriorate 

over the years due to extreme weather conditions, use, and vandalism. It is crumbling in places 

and can no longer withstand the impact of the thousands of visitors per year it had been 

receiving.  

Perry Bartsch Jr. Contracting of Asheville, NC won the nearly $141,000 contract.  The 

work is very labor intensive.  The entire north and east walls will be removed rock by rock and 

replaced after an interior concrete wall is poured to bring stability to the structure.  On the 

remaining walls the grout will be chiseled out of all joints and replaced bringing decades of new 

life to the structure.   

 An archaeological firm prepared an architectural recording, measured drawings and 

photographs of the tower to document the structure and its current condition to facilitate an 

accurate re-construction. As an historical site this process is necessary to ensure the historical 

integrity of the tower is maintained.   

 In addition, a new accessible vault restroom along with adjacent accessible parking 

spaces will be installed at the site by Southeast Construction Services of Camden, SC for 

$65,000.  Work is anticipated to start by the end of June 2010.  Both US Forest Service projects 

are funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

 Located atop Wayah Bald, the tower has a long history as a fire lookout tower and 

popular destination with its beautiful panoramic views of the southern Appalachian Mountains in 

Georgia, Tennessee, and both Carolinas.  Wayah Bald is one of several historical restoration 

Recovery Act projects across the National Forests in North Carolina.  For additional information 

contact the Nantahala Ranger District, 90 Sloan Road, Franklin, NC, 28734 or (828)524-6441.    
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