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Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest website: www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf 

What is going on? 
On June 4, 2010 the Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF 
began implementation of the revised Forest Plan 
travel management decision for motorized and non
-motorized vehicle use.   

The decision provides for 6,661 miles of roads and 
trails open to summer motorized travel, and over 
two million acres open to winter motorized 
recreation.   

Forest orders, signs and addendums (inserts) to the 
Forest visitor map show routes and areas where 
motor vehicles are allowed. 

Why the Changes? 
The public asked the Forest to clearly identify areas 
where they can enjoy a motorized experience, and 
on the other hand, areas where they can enjoy quiet 
recreation.   

Clear and specific  direction helps manage 
recreation settings and travel patterns and provides 
a balanced and diverse range of opportunities across 
the Forest.  Some areas have watershed conditions 
that are more susceptible to wheeled vehicle 
impacts than over snow vehicles.   

In addition seasonal wildlife habitat values such as 
big game winter range, elk calving areas, and 
denning areas are secured. 

Visitor Map Addendum (Inserts) 
The designated areas and routes open to motorized 
travel are displayed on an addendum to the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF visitor map.  These 
addendums are available to the public free of 
charge.  The addendum displays where the summer 
and winter non-motorized areas are located as well 
as seasons of use. 

The addendums are designed to be used along with 
the Forest visitor maps.  The visitor maps display 
detailed information in regards to forest landmarks, 
travel routes and areas of interest, while the 
addendums display open or closed areas or routes 
for travel.  Some areas seasonally closed to 
motorized use are shown only on the Forest visitor 
map, so both maps must be used. 
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If you frequently visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest (NF), 
you have probably noticed an increase in the number of people using  
motorized vehicles.  Our goal is to provide quality motorized opportuni-
ties while minimizing user conflicts and protecting forest resources. 

How Do I Know Where These Open Routes Are 
Located? 

Map:  The designated areas and routes are displayed on 
an addendum to be used in conjunction with  the     
Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF visitor map.  Visitor maps 
and addendums are available at all Beaverhead-
Deerlodge NF offices. 

Signs:  Road markers and signs at the beginning of 
routes will help you to locate yourself on the map and 
determine if motor vehicle use is allowed.  

Vehicle Travel Web Page: go to www:fs.usda.gov/
bdnf to download maps of the area you plan to visit. 

Where Can I drive or ride motorized vehicles? 
Exploring the Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF 3.3 million acres 
is a  favorite past time for many. Over 55% of the Forest is 
open to summer motorized use and 60%  is open to winter 
motorized use.  Over 5,600 miles of roads and over 1,000 
miles of trails are open to motorized recreation.  Key areas 
with a motorized emphasis include Pipestone, East Face, 
south Fleecer, Little Boulder, Little Boulder-Galena, 
Meadow Creek, and Butte North. Here are a few       
guidelines for traveling on the Forest: 

Motorized travel off a designated road or trail is prohib-
ited.  Motorized wheeled travel on routes leading to 
identified dispersed campsites is allowed. 

Un-authorized routes: Over the years visitors have  
created their own routes, or “opened” routes previously 
closed to prevent environmental damage.  These 
routes/areas are closed. 

Only routes shown as open on the visitors map are 
available for use. 

Gates/Barriers: vehicles are not allowed to travel    
beyond gates or barriers. 

Private Land:  Use of roads on private land requires the 
permission of the land owner. 

Ensure your vehicle and drivers license meets Montana 
state requirements. 

During the wet season, some roads may be too wet to 
travel on without causing resource damage. The            
Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF may implement temporary road 
closure orders during these periods.  
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To obtain forest visitor maps, travel 
addendum maps and information, stop 
by one of the following offices Monday 
through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF Headquarters  
Dillon Ranger District 
 420 Barrett Street 
 Dillon, MT 59725 

 (406) 683-3900 
 

Pintler Ranger District 
88 Business Loop 

Philipsburg, MT 59858 
(406) 859-3211 

 
Deer Lodge Work Center 

(At Grant-Kohrs NHS) 
266 Warren Lane 

Deer Lodge, MT 59722 
(406) 246-1770 

 
Butte Ranger District 
1820 Meadowlark Lane 

Butte , MT  59701 
(406) 494-2147 

 
Jefferson Ranger District 

3 Whitetail Road 
Whitehall, MT  59759 

(406) 287-3223 
 

Madison Ranger District 
5 Forest Service Road 

Ennis, MT  59729 
(406) 682-4253 

 
Sheridan Work Center 

125 Mill Street 
Sheridan, MT  59749 

(406) 842-5432 
 

Wise River Ranger District 
PO Box 100 

Wise River, MT  59762 
(406) 832-3178 

 
Wisdom Ranger District 

PO Box 238 
Wisdom, MT 59761 

(406) 689-3243 

Who does this apply to? 
This applies to all motorized vehicles including: cars, trucks, four-
wheel drives, motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles (ATV), over snow 
vehicles (OSV),  etc... 

What’s Next? 

Future site specific travel planning in motorized use areas will occur in 
accordance with 36 CFR 212, and will provide opportunities for the 
public to collaborate on designation of routes. 

Helpful Information Sources 

 Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest                   
www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf 

 To learn more about riding all terrain vehicles  in Montana go to  
fwp.mt.gov/recreation/activities/ohv.html 

 For information about treading lightly go to      
www.treadlightly.org 

 

 

 

 

  

Tread Lightly Pledge 

Travel and Recreate with    
minimum impact. 

Respect the environment 
and the rights of others. 

Educate yourself. Plan and prepare    
before you go. 

Allow for future use of the outdoors.      
By leaving it better than you found it. 

Discover the rewards of responsible   
recreation. 

Check for signs that indicate 
the type of closure in an 
area.(Dates may vary.) 

 

http://fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c5/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gjAwhwtDDw9_AI8zPwhQoY6IeDdGCqCPOBqwDLG-AAjgb6fh75uan6BdnZaY6OiooA1tkqlQ!!/dl3/d3/L2dJQSEvUUt3QS9ZQnZ3LzZfMjAwMDAwMDBBODBPSEhWTjBNMDAwMDAwMDA!/?ss=110102&navtype=forestBean&navid=091000000000000&pnavid=null&cid=null&ttype=main&pname=Beaverhead-Deerlodge%20National%20Forest%20-%20Home�
http://fwp.mt.gov/recreation/activities/ohv.html�
http://www.treadlightly.org/�
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