
Secure Rural Schools Act–All counties 
on the GMUG chose to receive monies    
under the modified Act. Five counties 
(Delta,  Garfield, Gunnison, Mesa and  
Montrose) receive funds under Title II. This 
required the establishment of RACs to    
review and recommend projects that        
improve the maintenance of existing          
infrastructure, meet stewardship objectives 
and/or restore and enhance forest ecosys-
tems, land health and water quality.  The 
Secretary of Agriculture appointed GMUG 
RAC members in April. The Committee’s  
first meeting is scheduled for June 9 in 
Delta, Colorado. 
 

Travel Management– The final EIS for the route-by route 
travel planning for the Gunnison Basin and North Fork 
(Paonia) areas was released on April 16, 2010. Over the past 
4+ years and throughout the analysis process, approximately 
3000 public comments were received and were used to     
develop the preferred alternative and the final EIS which 
guides motorized and mechanized travel on both National 
Forest System and Bureau of Land Management lands. The 
Forest Service plans to issue the ROD in June 2010. 
 
Cabin Rental Program– The GMUG began offering a new  
recreation opportunity for forest visitors this past summer-
the “Cabin Rental Program.” Members of the public are able 
to rent    national forest cabins with family and/or friends and   experience a little piece of  

national forest history through “ranger  
station living.” The Forest plans to provide 
the opportunity to rent cabins in five      
different locations on the GMUG.  Rental 
fees vary based on the site, space and 
length of stay.  “Moose Manor” the cabin 
rental at Mesa Lakes and the historic 
Silesca and Cold Springs Ranger Stations 
were available for reservation in 2009 and 
will be available again after snowmelt, in 
2010!  The analysis to make available the 
Lone Cone Guard Station and Matterhorn 
Bunkhouse for reservation is underway. 
Reservations can be made at:  
www.recreation.gov  
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Ames Hydro-Electric Relicensing Project- On      
December 7, Rocky Mountain Regional Forester Rick    
Cables along with the Executive Director of Colorado     
Department of Natural  Resources and the Vice-
President of Public Service of Colorado (d/b/a/ Xcel 
Energy) culminated 5 years of study, negotiations and                   
deliberations, by signing a settlement agreement to 
modify operations of the Ames Hydro-Electric facility 
located on the GMUG. The terms of the agreement  
provide improved aquatic habitat on the South Fork 
San Miguel River, potential reservoir reconstruction 
and flow requirements.  Located approximately 9 miles 
south of Telluride, the Ames Project was the first hydro

-electric project in the world to generate, transmit and provide alternating  current (AC) power 
for industrial use and its design involved the work of pioneers in the design and transmission 
of electricity generation.  The agreement was filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory       
Commission (FERC) and it is  expected that the terms and conditions of the agreement will be 
incorporated into the Federal Power  License issued in June 2010 for the Ames Hydro-Electric 
facility, when the current license expires. 
 
Regional Honor Awards-In December, Rocky Mountain Regional Forester Rick Cables and  
Deputy Regional Foresters Maribeth Gustafson and Tony Dixon recognized the services,      
partnerships and the accomplishments of key partners and employees that made significant 
contributions to land stewardship on the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison National 
Forests and to the Rocky Mountain Region.  Selected from nominations from across the Rocky 
Mountain Region, this year’s local honorees were: the City of Grand Junction Municipal      
Watershed Group (Water Partnership of the Year); Delta County resident Walt Blackburn 
(Recreation Partner of the Year); the Terror Creek Sudden Aspen Decline Study Project (Forest 
and Grassland Health Emphasis), and Forest Service employees Linda Bledsoe (Grand Valley 
Ranger District) for expertise in water emphases and Sally Crum (Forest Supervisor’s Office) 
for her expertise in Multi-Cultural work with the Ute 
Tribes.    
 
ARRA Projects– The GMUG received funding for 3 
projects under the American Recovery and                
Re-investment Act (ARRA) for 2009.  These included 
funds to: complete  improvements at the Mesa Top 
Trailhead ($550,000); refurbish and reconstruct Lost 
Lake Campground ($400,000), and restoration funds 
for the historic Alpine Ranger Station and Tunnel 
($350,000). Additional project proposals have been 
submitted for funding in 2010. 
 
Grand Mesa Visitor Center and Island Lake 
Campground-Last summer and fall numerous     
efforts and activities to reconstruct, provide backlog 
maintenance and replace aging facilities at   Island 
Lake Campground and the Grand Mesa Visitor Center 
occurred.  While work on the Visitor Center is ongoing, Island Lake Campground  is complete 
and the result is awesome!  The Forest Service will complete work on the Visitor Center by 
early summer and to celebrate the results for both these projects. 



Snodgrass Ski Area Expansion— 
Crested Butte Mountain Resort submitted 
a Master Development Plan (MDP) and 
proposal to develop lift-served skiing on 
Snodgrass Mountain in June 2009.  Forest 
Service policy and regulation requires a    
two-tiered review for special use proposals 
to determine whether a project is in the 
public’s interest and should be moved     
forward as an Agency proposal into the 
NEPA process.  In November 2009, Charlie    
Richmond sent a letter to CBMR and CNL 
(financial holding company) rejecting the 
MDP and proposal because it was not in 
the public’s interest.  Public reaction was 
vocal, both in support of and in reaction to the rejection of the MDP and proposal.  On May 
7, Deputy Regional Forester Jim Peňa (Appeal Reviewing Officer) affirmed the decision 
made by Forest Supervisor Richmond.  The Chief has asked for the appeal record; however,  
no determination whether to conduct a discretionary review has been issued. 
 
Gas Exploration & Production-The Forest continues managing ongoing gas production 
operations by Gunnison Energy, Maralex Resources, SG Interests and Riviera Drilling. 
OXYUSA reclaimed one of 2 drilling locations east of Collbran, constructed in late 2008 as a 
result of unstable surface conditions.  They have indicated that they will not have further 

activity in 2010.  Petrox Resources filed 2 drilling 
applications each for wells north of Somerset, and 
SG Interests filed applications for 2 wells west of 
McClure Pass.  These applications are in IRAs and 
are in for Secretarial review.  The Forest is       
processing a 4-location, 16 well Master                
Development Plan for Gunnison Energy. 
 
Coal Production-The Forest continues to    
monitor construction of support facilities for 3 coal 
mines in the North Fork Valley, including          
ventilation shafts in Hubbard Canyon and the Dry 
Fork of Minnesota Creek and methane drainage 
wells for each of the mines.  The Forest is working 
with the BLM to respond to applications to add 

acreage to some existing coal leases, and to process an  application for a coal exploration     
license.  The Forest responded to several permitting actions by the Colorado Division of 
Reclamation Mining and Safety, including  additional coal exploration drilling and methane 
drainage activities. 
 
Geothermal Production-The Forest is working with the BLM State Office and Gunnison 
Field Office to respond to geothermal lease applications in the area east of Gunnison. 
 
Ophir Land Acquisition– Phase III of the Ophir Loop Land acquisition project on the 
GMUG closed the week of May 17. To date 700 acres of lands within the historic Ophir  
Mining District have been acquired by the Forest out of a total potential of 1150 acres. 



Hunter Reservoir – The Forest is developing an 
EIS to expand Hunter Reservoir.  Ute Water     
Corporation is proposing this project to help meet 
the water needs of a growing Grand Valley area.  
One of the associated  issues the Forest is working 
on is a strategy to protect fens (peat-forming    
wetlands). The Forest hopes to issue a decision on 
the project in 2010. 
 
Fen Inventory - In 2008, to better understand 
the abundance and distribution of fens on the  
Forest a multi-disciplinary team composed of  
specialists in soil science, geology and  
hydrogeology, hydrology, botany, and range  
management was assembled. The Fen Technical Working Group is directed by a Steering 
Committee.  Among the desired outcomes are estimates of the numbers of fens, the amount 
of landscape that is covered by fens, and an overall sense of where fens occur and the natural 
circumstances under which they occur on the Forest. This summer will complete the second 
season of field evaluations. 
 
Collbran Job Corps– The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison National Forest is the 
“Host Forest” for the Collbran Job Corps Center.  Nationally, there are 22 Forest Service Job 
Corps Civilian Conservation Corps Centers.  In January 2010, 6 Centers that were formally 
administered by the Bureau of Reclamation will be added to the Forest Service System, which 
includes the conversion of 380 employees to the Forest Service.  The GMUG has a history of 
working with the Collbran Center on projects and activities in and is looking  forward to    
having a closer relationship and more opportunities for projects, training and development in 

coordination with the Job Corps Center.  
 
Unc-Mesas Project– This project seeks to restore some of 
the key characteristics of native stands that are lacking in    
today’s forests on the Uncompahgre Plateau. Certain native 
forest attributes have been lost over the past century as a result 
of natural and settlement-related changes, including the       
absence of natural fire, road development, livestock grazing, 
and timber harvest. As a consequence, forests in the project 
area are more vulnerable to uncharacteristic stand-replacing 
fire. This project is a collaborative effort that includes: the 
GMUG National 
F o r e s t ,  t h e        
U n c o m p a h g r e  
Plateau Project, 
Colorado Forest 
R e s t o r a t i o n       
I n s t i t u t e  a t      

Colorado State University, Colorado Wild, Western 
Colorado Congress, timber industry representatives a  
number of citizens interested in public lands   
management and ranching permittees.  

  
Charlie Richmond - Forest Supervisor 

Sherry Hazelhurst - Deputy   
  

Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre & 
Gunnison National Forests 

2250 Highway 50 
Delta, CO  81416-2485 

970.874.6609 
 

Website: www.fs.fed.us/r2/gmug 
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